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To all whom it may concern:

. Beitknown thatI, Jacos E. NEAHR,a citizen

of the United States, and a resident of Mel-
rose, Middlesex county, Massachusetts, have
invented certain new and useful Improvements

in Match-Receptacles, of which the following

15 a specification.
My invention

vice of this class whereby provision is made
for using an easily-renewable coated surface
on which the matches are struck to be ignited.
This striking or igniting surface may be

tormed of a suitable chemical preparation for

joniting safety-matches or it may be formed

of the ordinary sand or emery or any rough-

coated surface for the purpose of igniting or-
dinary matches and the like.

Y

T this end my invention consists inamatch-

box containing a strip of suitable coated ma-

terial so positioned as.to be easily struck by
the match to be ignited and capable of adjust-

ment in order to present from time to time

fresh portions of the coated material in opera-
tive position for use. Thisand other features
of my invention will be more particularly de-

‘seribed in this specification and will be defined
in the claims, forming part thereof.

In the drawings I have illustrated one of

the many forms.under which my invention |
| or displacement of the disk ¢’ and the spring

may be embodied, Figure 1 being a vertical
elevation in central section of the complete
device, Fig. 2 being a detail view in elevation

of the receptacle for the flexible striking-strip,

Fig. 3 being a plan view of the same, partly

in section: Fig. 4, a plan view of the spring

device for holding the flexible strip in opera-

tive position, Fig. 5 being an elevation of the

detail shown in Kig. 4.

The form of my device herein shown com-
prises a base portion g, having an upright
standard &, on which is mounted a cylindrical
box or receptacle ¢, which serves as a holder

for the coated strip d, which forms the strik-

ing-surface against which the match is ignited.
This receptacle ¢ is covered over the top by
a cover ¢, which has asuitable annular flange
extending upward, as indicated at ¢, to serve
as a match-receptacle. The cylindrical wall

of the receptacle ¢1s previded with a vertical

has relation to match boxes- |
is intended to provide a de-

| slot, which may be formed by striking in a

portion of the metal, as shown at d'. 'This

‘vertical slot forms an aperture through which

the outer end of the flexible strip & is passed.
In order to form a support or backing for the
flexible strip which will also permit the draw-
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ing out of a portion of the strip from time to

time to presenta fresh striking-surface, I have

| provided a curved or annular spring g, which
‘may be fastened in the interior of the recep-

tacle ¢ by any suitable means, so as to permit
the spring ¢ to exerta proper tension outward,
both for the purpose of clamping the strip
between itself and the wall of the receptacie

| and also to form a backing inside of the flexi-

ble strip wherever the outside wall of the re-
ceptacle ¢ is cut away as shown at &°, for ex-
ample, in order to expose the surface of the
strip d, so as to permit its being scratched by

a match. This aperture d° extending part

way around the periphery of the box ¢, may

be of any desired shape or length. The’

means that I have herein shown for suitably
holding the spring ¢ in place comprises a cir-

cular disk ¢/, adapted to rest upon the bottom

of the receptacle ¢. The periphery of this
disk is notched, as shown at ¢°, in order to in-

terlock or engage with the inturned lip ' of

the annular wall of the receptacle ¢, this lip
d' serving to prevent any torsional movement

g, which spring is herein shown as being
formed integral with said disk. The outer
end of the spring ¢ is preferably turnedinor
rounded somewhat. as shown at ¢°, so as to
make a flaring entrance to the annular space
between the spring ¢ and the outside wall ot
the receptacle ¢. A central pin &’ 1s shown as
extending up through the bottom of the re-
ceptacle ¢, so as to form an arbor which may

serve the double purpose of retaining the box

in place by means of a screw-threaded con-
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nection, as shown at ', with the supporting-

standard and also of forming a positioning-
pin about which the flexible strip may be
wound. | |

 For convenience in manufacture the various
parts—such as the base, the supporting-stand-

ard, the strip-containing receptacle, and the
cover therefor provided with the receptacle
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for matches—may be made in separate pleces
which are detachably assembled together in
operative position. -

The flexible strip may be provided with any
scratch-surface suitable to the particular kind
of matches which 1t 1s desired to use in the
match-box—that is, it may have the ordinary
rocking surface for ordinary power matches
or may be provided with a chemically-treated
surface for safety-matches.

The use of my device will be readily under-
stood. The receptacle ¢ is made sufficiently
large to hold a strip of coated material of con-
siderable length. This is placed in position
over the central arbor or pin &', and its outer

- end is inserted between the spring g and the
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“annular wall of the receptacle ¢ and is drawn

along 1n the space between this spring and the

_wall by the- aperture ¢°, and its outer end is

then passed through the vertical slot ¢°. The
Spring g presses normallv downward and forms
a suitable backing for the exposed portion of
the strip , while at the same time by its pres-
sure serving to hold said strip against tor-
sional d1sp1acem_ent As soon as the exposed
portion of the strip has become worn out or
rendered inefficient the projecting outer end
of the strip is drawn forward until a fresh
surface is presented to the aperture ¢*. This
action may be repeated until the entire strip
is consumed. Besides thus affording - a sim-
ple and convenient means for rapldly renew-
ing the scratch-surface the particular form of
receptacle 1s economical, inasmuch as it pre-
sents a curved coated surface to the action of
the match, and as the match is commonly
scratched 1n a plane tangent to this curved
surface 1t will form a contact with the scratch-

surface for only a very short distance, thereby

economizing in the consumption of the coat-
ing placed on the flexible strip.
Wlthout attempting to describe the mani-

fold forms under which my invention may be:

embodied or all the modes of its use, what I
claim 15—

1. A match-box embracmo‘ in its construe-
tion a receptacle, a spring mounted therein to

press against the wall of said receptacle, a disk
for holding said spring in place, means for
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locking said disk against movement, and a
flexible strip of igniting material passed be-
tween sald spring and the wall of said recep-

tacle so as to expose a portion of its surface
to be scratched by matches.

2. A match-box embracing in its construc-

tion an annular receptacle provided with a

transverse slot formed by striking in a portion
of the annular wall of said receptacle to form

‘a lip, a disk provided with a notch adapted to
interlock with said lip, an annular spring car- ¢
ried by said disk and a strip of igniting ma<

terial adapted to be contained in said-recep-
tacle and to be passed between said spring and

said annular wall so as to expose a portion of

1ts surface.
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3. A match-safe embracing a supporting- -

base, a hollow chamber constructed to hold a
coiled strip of igniting material in position to
be scratched by matches, said chamber being
supported on said base, a cover for said cham-

ber, sald cover being provided with a pocket

for matches., Substantlally as described.

4. Tn a match-box the combination of a hol-
low casing constructed to contain a coiled strip,

sald casing being formed with an aperture in
1ts wall, a “coiled s strip of material for igniting
matches arranged with its outer. end passed
in front of said apertiure, and a spring dis-
posed to press said strip against the casing on
elther side of said aperture to hold it against

displacement when matches are scratched

agalnst the strip, substantially as described.

5. In a match-box the combination of the
hollow cylindrical casing provided with an
elongated aperture in its peripheral wall, a
strip of 1gniting material arranged to have its
free end exposed at said aperture, a curved
spring arranged to press outward against the

peripheral wall of the casing to clamp the ig-

niting-strip removably in place, substantmlly
as described.

In witness -wheréof I have hereunto set my
hand this 9th day of December, 1902.

- JACOB E. NEAHR.

In presence of—

GE0. N. GODDARD,
KATHARINE A. DUGAN
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