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To all whon it :ma,y' COMCETTL:
Be it known that I, GrEorcE ELMER ROBI-
SON, a citizen of the United States, and a resi-

dent of Locke, in the county of Cayuga, in the
State of New York, have invented new and

useful Improvements in Mail-Boxes, of which
the following, taken in connection with the ac-
companying drawings, is a full, clear, and ex-
act deseription. | -

This invention relates to the class of mail-

boxes which are designed chiefly for rural
mail-delivery or for private use. = - |
" The object of the invention is-to provide a
mail-box which shall be convenient and safe
i its use and shall have its interior protected
from dust, moisture, snow, and ice incident
to the exposure of the box to the weather;
and to thatend the invention consists chiefly
of a mail-box which is mounted movably to
and from its normal position on 1its support

and is provided with a door which is concealed

by the normal position of the box; and the in-

vention also consists in a novel construction

and combination of the component parts of the

mail-box, which has its door fastened in a hori-

zontal position to the support of the box to
allow the box to tilt into a vertical position
and afford access to the interior thereof; and
the invention, furthermore, consists in novel
auxiliary devices connected to the mail-box,
as hereinafter described and claimed.

Referring to the annexed drawings, Figure
1 is a side view of a mail-box embodying my
invention shown in its normal position by full
lines and in its tilted position by dotted lines.
Fig. 9 is a front view of the mail-box in 1ts
tilted and open position, and Fig. 3 is a ver-
tical longitudinal section on line X X.

a represents a post or other suitable sta-
tionary support on which the mail-box 6 1s
mounted and to which it is pivotally secured
in a suitable manner to allow the box to be
tilted to and from its normal position on said

support. I preferably hinge the box b to 1ts

support by means of a pivot-rod 4, passing

~ through ears « «, projecting from the bottom

of the box, and through the ears » », formed
on the door ¢, which constitutes a portion of
said bottom and is rigidly secured in a hori-

so zontal position to the support .

The mail-box & is retained in 1ts horizantal |

position and with the door ¢ closed thereon

by means of a spring-bolt ¢ or analogons re-
leasable catch sliding in a case £, attached to
the door and engaging catch-plate ¢, attached 55

| to the box. To allow the box b to be tilted,

and thus open the door ¢ without requiring
manipulation of the bolt ¢, I prefer to form
the engaging portion of the catch-plate with
a rounded or blunt projection, which allows-60
the bolt to slip over said projection by simply
lifting the adjacent end of the box from the
door ¢. . SR
The box is preferably formed of oalvanized
iron or other suitable metal tastened at its 63
edges to the bottom plate @/, formed of cast -

metal and with an opening 7, which is closed

by the door ¢ when the box is In its normal

position. o o
To protect the interior of the box from 7o
dust, water, sleet, and ice incident to the ex-
posure of the box to the weather, 1 form the
bottom plate ¢ with a rabbet g around the
jamb of the door ¢and place in the said rabbet
a packing ¢', of rubber or other suitable mate- 75
rial, to render the door-jamb air and water
tight. o
The interior of the box & is divided into
front and rear compartments 2 and A" by a
partition ¢, which is provided with a door 7 8o .
to permit access to the rear compartment h
when the box is tilted to open the door c.
The door 7 is provided with a suitablelock £
to retain the door in its closed position. Said
lock is provided with a removable key, (not 85
shown.) which is intended to be in possession
of the proprietor of thebox. Above the doory -
is another opening 7 in the partition 4, through.
which opening the mail is deposited into the
rear compartment A’ by the mail-carrier. The 9o
opening / is provided with a gate 7, which 1s

‘preferably suspended from the top of the par-

tition 7 to cause the gate to automatically
close the opening [ by gravity of the gate. To
the inner tace of the door ¢ is attached a suit- 95
able holder o for unstamped mail placed m
the box by its proprietor. The said holder
may consist of a bowed spring-plate attached
ot one end to the door ¢, as shown, and bear-
ing with its opposite end on the mail-matter 100
inserted under it. S

» denotes a receptacle for payment for the
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required stamps. Inasmuch as the door is

maintained in a horizontal position, the recep-
tacle » may be in the form of a plate, as
shown. |

7 represents a signal to indicate the oper-

ative position of the box and call attention to
the use thereof. This signal I prefer to at-
tach to the free end of an arm s, extending
trom one end of the pivot-rod d, the opposite
end of which is formed with a crank # dis-
posed to engage or abut against the box-sup-
port ¢ when the mail-box is in its normal po-
sition. In the operation of tilting the mail-
box @ into its open position the aforesaid en-
gagement ot the crank ¢ causes the signal-arm
$ to be swung into a position to indicate that
the box has been opened.

~n’ denotes a handle by which to tilt the box
@ as aforesaid. | -

The described mail-box is used in the fol-
lowing manner: When the mail-box is in its
normal and closed position, it is placed hori-
zontally upon its support ¢ and with the door
¢ closed, as shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings.
The signal-arm s is then to be swung to a po-
sition to expose the signal ». When the mail-
carrier wishes to deliver matl into said box, he
tilts the box into a vertical position from the
stationary door ¢. In this movement of the
box the engagement of the crank # with the
support ¢ causes the signal-arm sto be swung
to a position to conceal the signal. The mail-
carrier passes the mail through the opening /
1in the partition < and drops it into the rear
compartment 4’ and collects the mail-matter
he may find in the front compartment 4, and
in case he finds in the holder o unstamped
mall-matter and in the receptacle » payment
for the required stamp he collects the said
mail-matter and payment and then tilts the
box down to its horizontal and closed position
and throws the signal-arm s over to expose
the signal 7. . *

To collect the mail delivered by the mail-
carrier, the proprietor of the box tilts the said
box into a vertical and open position, as here-
inbefore described. Then by means of the key
1in his possession he unlocks the door 7 and ex-
tracts the delivered mail from the rear com-
partment 4’, then closes and locks the door
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and removes the key and deposits hisoutgoing
matll in the front compartment 4 and then
tilts the box down to its closed position, in
which it conceals the door ¢. After the pro-

prietor has thus restored the box ¢ to its nor-

55

mal position he swings the arm s to a position |

to expose the signal 7. |

What I claim as my invention is—

1. The combination of astationary support,
a door rigidly secured in a horizontal position
on said support, and the mail-box pivotally
connected to said door as set forth.

2. The combination of a stationary support,
a door fastened in a horizontal position to said

support, the mail-box pivotally connected to -

said door, and a signal adjustably connected
to the box-support as set forth.

3. The combination of amail-box having its
door fastened in horizontal position to the sup-
portotfthe boxand hinged to the box by a pivot-
rod formed atone end with acrankengaging the
box-supportduring the tilting of the box from
1ts door, an arm extending from the opposite
end of the pivot-rod, and a signal attached to
salid arm as set forth. -.

4. A mail-box having its door fastened in
horizontal position to the support of the box
and hinged to the box to allow it to tilt verti-
cally from the door, a rabbeted door-jamb on
the box, and a packing in said door-jamb as set
forth and shown.

5. The combination of a stationary support,
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a door fastened horizontally to said support, a .
holder for unstamped mail, and a pay-recepta-

cle secured to the top of said door, and the
mail-box hinged to the door and housing said
holder and receptacle as set forth.

6. The combination of a stationary support,

a door fastened horizontally to said support, -

the mail-box hinged to said door, a partition
dividing the box into front and rear compart-
ments and provided with a mail-depositing
opening leading to the rear compartment, and
a cloor 1n gsald partition provided with a lock
and a removable key as set forth.

GEORGE ELMER ROBISON., [I. s.]

Witnesses:
A. C. MclInToSsH, _
Cmas. J. HEwrr. ~
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