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Ty all whom it may concern: |
Be it known that we, DARRAGH DE LANCEY

and I erBERT M. SMiTH, citizens of the United !

States, residing at Great Barrington, Berk-
shire county, Massachusetts, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Me-
ter-Seals. of which the following isafull,clear,
and exact description.

Our invention relates to meter-seals, and has
for its object to provide a means for sealing a
plurality of screws or fastening devices in the
meter-case by means of a single securing de-
vice. | |

The following is a description of our inven-
tion, reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, in which

Figure 1 is an elevation of a meter-case hav- !

ing its fasteners sealed by a securing device
embodying our invention.. Fig. 2 is a modi-
fication of the same. - Figs. 3 and 3" are re-
spectively plan and sectional views of one of
the meter-fasteners of Fig. 1 secured by our
improved means. Figs. 4and 4" are plan and
sectional views of one of the fastening devices
of Fig. 2 secured by our improved means.
Figs. 5 and 5™ are plan and sectional views of a
modification of what is shown in Figs. 4 and
4>, Tig. 6 is a side elevation of one ot the
torms of serew used in securing parts of the
meter-case. - |

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, A represents a round cover of a meter-
case. | I

B B’ represent the covers of terminal boxes
on the meter-case. | |

C C C represent the screws for holding the
cover A 1n position.

D D represent screws for holding the covers
of the terminal boxes in position.

In the form of device shown in Figs. 1, 3,
and 3* the cover A consists of a main portion
provided with semicircular projections E FE,
surrounding holes F and having rubber gas-
kets (& fitting within each hole, and metal in-
serts H, each provided with a circular projec-
tion 1 and fitting within the gaskets . Each
insert H has radial projections J J, which fit

into the recess between the ends of the semi-
circular projections E K. The retaining-
screws C pass through central openings in the 50
inserts H and engage with convenlent por-
tions inside the case. The circular projection

I is provided with diametrically opposite holes

¢, which are in line with the radial projections

J J and when any one of the screws (is1n 53
the proper position are also in line with the
slot in its head. The screws D, which secure
the plates B B, are provided with holes d,
preferably at right angles to the slots 1n
their heads. When the serews Cand D have 060
been screwed in place, the wire K is threaded
through the holes & of each of the screws

D and the holes % of each boss I, being passed -

in a reverse direction a second time through «

the holes of the lower boss I, as shown in 03

Figs. 1 and 2. The ends of the wire K are
then secured so that they cannot be with-
drawn, this being done, preferably, by asingle
lead seal L, stamped with some identifying
mark. This construction 1s specially useful 70
when the main portion of the cover A ismade
of glass or other non-metallic material.

When the main part of the cover A is made

 of metal, the holes can have circular bosses I

formed directly about them either by casting 75
or stamping, as shown in Figs. 2, 4, and 4%,
each boss being provided with holes 2, through
which the wire K may be threaded so as to
pass through the slot in the screw C. The
ends of the wire K may also be secured by 8o
separate seals I/ I/, as shown in Fig. 2.

In Fig. 5 the construction is similar to that

‘in Figs. 2, 4, and 4%, with the exception that

above-the screw C a lead washer or seal M is

placed, the circular projection I* being made 35
| correspondingly higher than that of I', so as

to permit the holes 2* to be above the seal M.
The means described above provide a very
simple and efficient manner of securing the
serews of a meter-case and, as will be seen, 9o
are adapted for use with both glass and metal
parts, the projections of the cover through
which the wire is passed in the former case
being on a metallic insert. The sealing can
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be done by a single wire and by a single lead
seal, 1f desired, and the meansemployed makes
1t 1mpossible for the screw to be turned with-
out breaking the wire. |

We claim—

1. In a meter the combination of a cover, a
plurality of fastening-screws therefor, and a

single wire engaging with the heads of said

screws and preventing the turning of any one
of the said screws and means for securing the
ends of said wire. |

2. In a meter the combination of a meter-
cover, screws for securing the same, projec-
tions on said meter - cover adjacent to said
screws, holes in said projections and a wire
passing through said projections and engag-
ing with the heads of said screws and having
1ts ends secured. |

3. In a meter the combination of a cover,
screws for securing sald cover, the heads of
the screws embraced by projections upon said
meter-case, asingle wire passing through holes
1n sald projections and also through the slots
of said screws and means for securing the ends
of said wire. |

4. In a meter the combination of a cover,

screws for securing said cover, said screws be-
ing provided with passages in their heads and

753,080

a single wire passing through the said pas-
sages 1n a plurality of said screws and means
for securing the ends of said wire.

5. Inameterthe combination of a cover con-
sisting of afragile non-metallic portion having
a plurality of holestherein,projections formed
in said non-metallic cover about said holes and
inserts inserted in said holes and prevented
from turning by said projections, said inserts
having projections, screws passed through
sald inserts and secured to said meter-case and
a wire passing through holes in the projec-
tions on sald inserts and means for securing
the ends of said wire.

6. In a meter in combination a plurality of
covers, a plurality of screws for fastening said
covers and having passages in their heads and
a wire extending through said passages for
securing sald screws and means for securing
the end of said wire.

Signed at Great Barrington, Massachusetts,
this 19th day of October, 1903.

DARRAGH DE LANCEY.
HERBERT M. SMITH.

Witnhesses:
JoHxN J. WELSH,
GeOorGE T. FrENCH.
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