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To all whom it may concern: |
Be 1t known that I, MansrieLp M. WEsT, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Cleve-
land, in the county of Cuyahoga and State of
Ohio, have invented a new and useful Improve-
ment 1n Heel-Protectors, of which. the follow-
Ing is a specification. | o
This invention relates to improvements in
heel-protectors, and has for its object the pro-

‘duction of a protector that can be easily driven

into a heel and which when thus driven will
not damage the heel, but will so compress the
material of the latter about itself that it will
be held permanently in position.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this application, Figure 1 is a view of
the bottom of a heel provided with my pro-
tectors on its wearing edges.
spective view of the protector, showing the

front side provided with the dovetailed notch.

- Fig. 3

1s a similar view showing the wedge
shape of the blank from which the protector
1s formed. Xig. 4 is a sectional view taken

~on line 4 4 of Fig. 2. Figs. 5 and 6 show
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of the protector.

‘modified forms of the protector, and Fig. 7 is

a rear elevation of a heel having a portion of
1ts material torn away to show the protector
therein. | '

- Referring to the drawings, in which similar
reference characters designate corresponding:

parts throughout the several views, 1 repre-
sents the broad wearing-surface or upper edge

this surface the protector becomes quite thin
at the lower edge 2, thus making it easy to

drive 1t into the leather.

Heretofore in the manufacture of devices
of this general character it has been necessary

to corrugate the sides of the same to prevent

them from loosening and working out. These

corrugations about the sides of the protector

make it not only hard to drive, but they dam-
age the leather more or less while the protec-

‘tor is being driven. In the form of protector
shown -the corrugations are unnecessary, as

there 1s a dovetailed notch 3 formed in the
side of the protector, which, as will be seen

from the following description, answers the

Kig. 2 1s a per-.

Gradually tapering from

‘part of leather there is an unfill
As is obvious, when the
‘protector 1s driven deeper than the notch the
blunt edge 4 will force the leather which is in

:sa,me purpoSe. The upper edge 4 of this notch

i1s blunt and is as broad as the protector is
thick at this point. When the protector has
been driven into the leather the depth of the
notch, it will be seen that there is a part of
the leather between and above the points 5
which has not been cut and which comes in
contact with the edge 4. On each side of this
illed triangular

portion of the cut.

1ts path into these unfilled portions of the cut
and will pack it about and above the points
5 so firmly that the protector will be securely
held in position. Preferably the protector is
so proportioned that the distance between the
surface 1 and the edge 4 is somewhat less than

the thickness of the first heel-tap, as shown in

Fig. 7. 'When so formed there is a continu-
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1ty of leather between the part 6 within the

protector and the part 7 at the edge of the

“heel. If the heel-tap were completely severed
by the edge 4, the part 6 would turn out-

wardly and would quickly wear away, which

would loosen the protector, so that it would .

be liable to come out entirely. '
The number and location of the notches 8
may be varied as desired. Thus in Figs. 2
and 3 a single notch is shown that is cen-
trally located at the front of the protector.
In Kig. 5 I have shown a pair of notches lo-
cated at the angles. while in Fig. 6 there are
three notches, one being centrally located in

| each of the sides and also one in the front.

While I have shown the protector as bent
into angular form, I desire it to be understood
that the form may be varied widely without
departing from the scope of my invention as
defined in the claims. The angular form is

deemed preferable, however, as it affords an

extended wearing-surface near the edge of the

‘heel. The shape of the notches 3 may also

be varied as desired, it being only neces-
sary to have the points 5 nearer each other

tector is driven.
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than the sides of the notches, so as to leave
unfilled spaces above the points as the pro-
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2.

Having thus described my invention, what 1
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, iS_—"' | |

1. A shoe-protector having a broad wear-
ing-surface and a cutting edge at its lower
part, said wearing-surface and said edge being

edge being provided with a notch that is wider
above than it is at the said edge, for the pur-
pose specified. | | -

9. A shoe-protector having a broad wear-

ing-surface and a cutting edge, said edge be-

ing substantially parallel with the said wear-
ing-surface and being provided with a notch
that is wider above than it is at the said edge,
the upper wall of the notch being blunt where-
by the edge cuts the shoe material as the pro-
tector is driven and the blunt upper wall of

is formed by the lower edge.

3. A shoe-protector having a broad wear- |
ing-surface and gradually tapering in cross- |
section toward an edge at its lower part, said |
edge being substantially parallel to the said |
wearing-surface, and having a notch that is |
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“wider above than it is at the said edge, the
upper wall of the notch being blunt whereby

the edge cuts the shoe material as the pro-

“tector is driven and the blunt upper wall of

the notch crowdsthe material into the cut that

_ ‘is formed by the lower edge.
substantially parallel, and the said cutting |

4, In a heel having an outer heel-tap, a bent
shoe-protector having a wearing-surface and
a cutting edge, the said edge being provided

with a notch, and the distance between the
“wearing-surface and the edge being greater
than the thickness of the heel-tap, but the
“distance between the bottom of the notch and
the wearing-surface being less than said thick-
ness, whereby when the protector is driven,

the heel-tap will be severed on each side ot

“the noteh, but will not be severed at the notch,

f | for the purpose speeified. - |
the notch crowds the material into the cut that |

In testimony whereof I affix my signatufe n

“the presence of two witnesses.

MANSFIELD M. WEST.
- Witnesses: ' ' '
L. Lours MaLm,
C. R. Brown,
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