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JOHN L. PENNINGTON,

OF FORT WORTH, TEXAS.
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- SPECIFIGATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 752 70%, dated Februa.ry 23 1904.

(No model.)

| Applwatmn ﬁled August 29, 1903, Serml No. 171,255.

To d_ZZ whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joux L. PENNINGTON, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Fort

Worth, Texas, have invented certain new and
“usetul Improvements in Vestibule Stock-Cars,

 of which the following is a specification.

- IO

This invention relates to stock - cars, and
more particularly to cars which are provided
with end doors in addition to the side doors
usually provided for such cars; and the ob-

- Ject is to provide end doors for such cars and

to construct and mount the doors so that the
doors of two adjacent cars will form a vesti-
bule between the ends of the cars, and to pro-
vide swinging platforms capable of swinging

one hundred and eighty degrees to form gang-

ways between the cars. At present cattle are
driven into the cars at the side, and as soon as

- one car is full the train of cars must be moved
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to bring the next car up to the cattle-chute.

The same trouble is experienced in unloading
‘the cars.

As soon as one car is unloaded the
train of cars must be moved. Such disadvan-
tages are more noticeable at the numerous
small stations. The engine and crew and the

“entire train are detained from one to three

hours either for loading or unloadmw cars of
cattle or other stock.

"The object of this 11:Went10n 18 promde cars

with doors and gangways for passage from
one car to another, so thatcattle can be driven
from the entrance car to every car in the train
without moving the cars. All the cars can
then be filled without switching or moving the
cars. Theuse of such cars will lessen the dan-
ger to the train-crew at stockyards, because

the trains will not have to be moved. With

such cars time will be saved, because cars may
be left at the different statlons and filled at
suitable times. When the trains arrive, no
time would be lost except the time required

_for switching the cars.

Other obJects and admntao*es w111 be fully

explained in the following desarlptlon, and
‘the mvention will be more partmularly point-

ed out in the claims.

Reference 1s had to the accompanymo* draw-
ings, which form a partof thisapplication and
Spemﬁc&tlon

Figure 1 is a broken longitudinal section of

zontally along the line = z of Flo' 1.
18 an end view of one of the cars, showmcr the
_door closed and secured with bolts.

vestibule between the cars.

two cars, showinﬂ* one of the end doors as
placed to form a vestibule between the ends
of the cars and showing the gangway-doors,
one forming a gangway and the other being
SWUNY back on the floor of the car, so that the

| gangway will not be obstructed. Fig. 2is a
| plan view of the doors and gangway, the parts

being 1n the same position as shown in Fig. 1
and only enough of the cars being shown to

indicate how the doors and gangways are

mounted thereon, the view being taken hori-

‘Similar characters of reference are used to

indicate the same parts throughout the several
views.

Fig. 3
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This invention consists of a door and a gang-

board or platform hinged to each car, and the
doors of two cars will serve to form the 81de
walls of a vestibule if the doors are hung uni-
formly on the left side of the doorway, CON-

sidering the left side of a doorway the ‘side

which is on left as a person faces the door-
way. It 1s apparent that the doors may also
be hung uniformly on the right side of a door-
way. In the drawings are shown portions of
cars A and B. The car A is provided with a
door 1, hinged to a brace 2 of the car. The
car B is provided with a door 3, hinged to a
brace 4 of, the car. The door 1 when swung
open will come against the brace 5 of car B,
and the door 38 when swung open will come
against the brace 6of car A. Thedoor1may
be secured against the brace 5 by means of a

latch 7, mounted on car B and engaging a
The door 3 may be .

staple 8 on the door 1.
secured against the brace 6 by means of a
lateh 9, mou_nted on the car A and engaging
a, sta;ple 10 on the door 3. These latches are

for temporary use while the doors- are to be
‘held open and to form the: Vesmbule
“car is to be provided with a swinging gang-

KHach

board or platform 11 to form a ﬂoor :tor the
Kather one or

| both of the boards 11 may be used. When
not in use the gang-boards are held adjacent
to the doors 1 and 3, in the positions shown
by dotted outlinesin Fig. 1. Thegang-boards
are secured inthe uprightpositions by catches
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- hmcres 14.
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either side of the doorways.

- side of the door.

12, which may be mounted on the braces on
The gang-boards
are hinged to the floors of the cars, so that

they can be turned one hundred and eighty
degrees. In use both gang-boards may be
brought down, one lymcr on the other, be-
tween the cars, and the bottom board resting
on the sill 13 of the adjacent car, or one of
the gang-boards may be sufficient. The other
O'anﬂ*-board may be folded back on the floor
of the car, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The
o"anﬂ'—boa,rds 11 are prowded with suitable
The hinges 14 consist of rods
passed through the ends of the oang-boards
and metal brackets or loops secured to the
floor of the car adjacent to the braces on each
The rodsprojectfar enough
outof the gang-boards tobe engaged by these
loops. The loope are of consmlerable height,
so that the gang-boards may be ad;]ustable
At times there is a bedding of considerable
thickness on the floor of a car. The gang-

boards are provided with adjustable hinges,
‘so that the gang-boards will be adjustable to
any thlckness of such bedding.
and 3 when closed are secured in place by bolts:

The doors 1

15, which engage holes 16 in the braces 2, 4,

5, and 6. These bolts may be pivotally con-
:nected to disks 17, mounted on the doors.

The disks 17 may be provided with knobs or
handles 18 for convenience in turning the
disks to throw the bolts.

From the above description 1t will be seen
that a train of cars may be loaded or unload-
ed without moving the cars by simply open-

ing the doors and plamnﬂP the gang-boards or

platforms at the proper places These cloors

and gang-boards will be useful for other cars

than ca,ttle or stock cars. Lumber or long
pieces of steel or other material can be moved
from car to car with suitable trucks which
will pass through these doors.

Havmo' fully “described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

45 Patent, 1s—
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1. Incars of the character described, means
for forming passages from one car to another
of adjacent cars comprising doorways in the
end of each car, the braces of each car form-
ing the door-posts,, a door hinged to one side
of the doorway of each car and the door of
one car being hinged to the opposite side from
the door of the adjacent car, said door being

adapted, when opened, to rest each against

the door-post of the adjacent car, and a hinged
cgang-board adapted to form a ﬂoor between
said doors when open.

- 2. In cars of the character described, said
cars having upright end braces i each end
thereof; means for forming a passage from

752,707

one car to another of adjacent cars compris-

ing doorways in the end of each car, a door
for each car hinged at the side of the door-

way for one car and adapted to rest against
the side of the doorway of the adjacent car,
latches for holding said doors open, means
for locking said doors closed, and a hinged
G‘anﬂ'—board adapted to form a floor for the
gangway, and means for holding said gang-
board in an upright position within the car
when not 1n use.

3. In cars of the character described, said
cars having upright end braces in each end
thereof; means for forming a passage irom
one car 'to another of adJacent cars COmpris-
ing doorways in the end of each car, a swing-
ing gang-board for each door and hmﬂ*es per-
mitting vertical adjustment of each gang-
board Whereby the gang-boards of two adm—-
cent carsmay be tolded on each other to form
a passage-way from car to car, and a door
hinged to each car and adapted £0 rest, when
opened against the brace of the adjacent car
whereby a vestibule is iormed between the
cars.

4. In cars of the character descrlbed pro-
vided with end braces forming posts for doors
in each end of the car; a doorway in each end
of each car, swinging gang-boards hinged to
the floors of the cars and adapted to stand in
upright positions inside of sald doorways
when not in use and to fold on each other,
when in use, to form a passage-way from car
to car, means for retaining said boards in up-
right positions when not in use, and a door
hmﬂ'ed at oneside of each doorwa,y and adapted
to swing open and rest against the door-postof
the adjacent car to form a, vestibule between
the cars.

5. In cars of the character described pro-.

Vlded with end braces forming posts for doors
in each end of thecar; a doorway in each end
of each car, swinging gang-boards hinged to
the floors of the cars and adapted to smnd n

~upright positions inside of sald doorways

when not in use and to fold on each other to
form a passage-way from car to car, a door
hinged at one side of each doorway and adapted
to swing open and rest against the door-post
of the adgacent car to formi a vestibule between
the cars, and pairs of bolts for each door adapt-
ed to engage the door-posts of the doorway.

In testimony whereof I set my hand, in the

presence of two witnesses, this 19th day of

August, 1903.

JOHN L. PENNINGTON.

-Witnesses:
A. L. Jacksow,
J. W. STITT.
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