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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, James E. MITcOELL, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Lowell, 1n the county of Middlesex and State
of Massachusetts, have made a certain new
and useful Invention in Buckles:; and I declare

- the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
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scription of the same, such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the 1nvention, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, and to let-
ters of reference marked thereon, which form
a part of this specification.

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of my buc-
Fig. 2 is a detail perspective
view of the buckle with clamping-plate re-
leased from its locking-shoulder. TFig. 3 is a
detall side elevation of the buckle. Fig. 4 is
a longitudinal section of the buckle as applied,
a thick belt being used. Fig. 5 1s a similar
tfragmentary view, a belt of thin character be-
1ng used.

This invention has relation to tongueless
buckles, and has for its object the provision
of such a buckle of novel, simple, and efficient
character.

With this object in view the invention con-
sists in the novel construction and combina-
tions of parts, all as hereinafter described, and
pointecd out in the appended claims.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
the letter A designates the buckle-frame of
skeleton form and having the side bars, front
and rear bars, and being entirely open therebe-
tween.

B is the clamping or securing plate or bar
of plane character throughout and pivoted at
one end portion thereot to the upper face of
one of the side frame-bars and adjacent to the
front frame-bar C, the pivot-pin 6 thereof be-

- 1ng formed integral with the buckle-frame

and upset at the top, a washer 4’ being located
between this upset portion and the plate.

This clamping-plate swings in a plane paral-
lel to that of the buckle-frame and at its op-
posite end portion is beveled at 4* to engage
a beveled or undercut locking-shoulder D of
the opposite side frame-bar and formed by a
rise or projection B, having a cam approach

¢ and being a face- depl ession catch of said

frame-bar. The clamping-plate being of thin
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spring character rides up this cam or incline

and springs behind the shoulder D, where it
1s securely held against displacement.

In use the clamping-plate presses or crowds
the material of the belt against the binding
edge ¢ of the front frame-bar, which edge is
formed by a rabbet or depression ¢ at the rear
edge of said bar, thinning the metal at this
point and bringing it to one side or out of
register with the thin binding edge 6° of the
clamping-plate, so that a double-S-form lock-
ing-bend is formed in the belt.
tion of the belt is received in a keeper F, held
in a bend of the other end portion thereof and
located to one side of the buckle.

It the belt 1s of thin character, the clamp-
ing-plate 1s made to lap over the front frame-
bar, as shown in Fig. 5 of the drawings. If
the material of the belt is thick, however, this
lap is not necessary, the S-form locking-bend

being formed without if.

The buckle can be employed with silk or
ribbon belts, as it will hold delicate fabrics
without injury and most securely.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In a buckle, the combmatlon with the
front frame-bar thereof, of the thin spring
clamp-plate of plane character throughout and
hinged at one end portion thereof to one of

the side bars of the buckle-frame, and hav-

ing a path of movement in a plane parallel to
that of the buckle, the other side bar of which
has a shoulder provided with a cam approach,

The end por--
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said plate having at the other end portion

thereof, a detachable spring engagement with
said shoulder, substantially as specified.
9. In a buckle, the combination with the

frame, having the front bar provided with a’
rabbeted rear edge, a face-pivot on one side |
bar in rear of said front bar, and a face-de- |
pression catch having a cam approach on the |

other side bar in rear of said front bar, of the

spring-clamp plate engaging said face-pivot, 10
and adapted for engagement with said catch,
substantially as specified. B

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

JAMES E. MITCHELL.

Witnesses:
1. A. DAMAINVILLE,
Loours Kixe. -
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