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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Joax S. ANDERSON, a
citizen of the United States residing at Glos-
ter, in the county of Amite ‘and State of Mis-
Sissippi, have 1nvented a new and useful Rail-
Joint Chair, of which the following is a speci-
fication. _

This invention relates to rail-joints; and it
18 pr 1mar11y intended to provide a cheap, du-
rable, and efficient means for joining the meet-
ing ends of two rail-sections together.

‘Another object of the Invention is to pro-
vide means for obviating the difficulty expe-
rienced in fitting adjacent splicing members.

Further objects and advantages of this in-
vention will appear in the following descrip-
tion, and the novel features thereof will be par-
ticularly pointed out in the appended claims,
it being understood that changes in the form,
proportion, and the minor details of consiruc-
tion may be resorted to without departing
from the spirit or sacrificing any ot the ad-
vantages ot the invention.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a top plan view
of a rail-joint constructed in accordance with
my 1nvention. Fig. 2 is a sectional view
through the same, and Fig. 3 is a detaill per-
spective view of one of the clamping members.

The numerals 1 and 2 respectively designate
two adjoining rail-sections provided in oppo-

site por tions of thelr base-flanges with open-

Ings 3 and 4.

5 designates one of two duphcate Sp]lCHlO‘
membels each of which constitutes one-halt
of the Splice ancd comprises a base-flange 6,
from which project a plurality of transversely-
dlsposed base-bars 7, forming a support for
the flange and havmﬂ' free terminals with di-
agonal slots 8 for the reception of fastening

devices, which can be projected therethrough

into the tie. The web-flange 9 is designed to
lie flush against the web of the rail, with its

respective longitudinal edges abutting against -

the under side of the tread of the rail and the
top of the flange of the rail. The web-flange
9 1s connected by an intermediate flange 10,
which bears against the top of the base-flanges
of the rails.

11 and 12 are openings in the connecting-

flanges and the base-flanges of the respective
splicing-sections and aline with the openings
3 and 4 in the rails 1 and 2, so that suitable fas-
tening devices can be inserted therethrough.

It will be noticed that the first base-bar on
the splicing member 1s disposed at one end
thereot, but the last bar 1n the series is spaced

away from the other end of the member 5 a

sufficient distance equal to the width of the
bar, so as to provide for the alternating ar-
mngement of the bars on one of the members
with those on the opposite member. Atten-
tionisalso directed to the fact that the diagonal
slots in the free terminals of the several bars
are 1ntersected by the outer edges of the op-
posite splicing member, so that when a spike
or similar device 1s driven into the opening
or slot said spike will act as a wedge to draw
the two members 5 toward one another and
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produce a clamping effect upon the alining

rails.

The interchangeability and duplication of
the several splicing-sections make it quite
easy to assemble the parts, and 1t will obviate
the necessity of matching the parts, a practice
quite common at present.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim 1s—

1. The combination with the meeting ends
of two rail-sections, of a pair of splicing mem-
bers having alternating transverse base-bars
of a length greater than the width of the base-

- flange of the rail said bars having diagonal

slots for the reception of fastening devices.
2. The combination with the meeting ends
of two rail-sections, of interchangeable splic-
ing members engaging opposite sides of the
railsand each member having transverse base-
bars alternating with. corresponding bars on
the opposite section and the bars of each mem-
ber provided with slots intersected by the
longitudinal edges of the other splicing mem-
bers when the parts are assembled to provide
for the drawing together of the two members
on the insertion of a spike through said slots.
5. The combination with the meeting ends
of two rail-sections, of interchangeable splic-
ing members on the respective sides of the
rails, each of whichis provided with transverse
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2.

base-bars having terminally-disposed diagonal
slots adjacent to the outer edges of the re-
spective splicing members.

4. The combination with the meeting ends
of tworail-sections, of a pairof splicing mem-
bers having alternating splicing-bars extend-
ing beneath the rails, the rails, the base-flanges
and the bars of the splicing members being:
provided with alining openings, and iastt-:&nn:1b

10 cevices 1n the ahmnﬂ' openings.

5. The combmatwn with the méetmcr ends
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of two rail-sections, bars carried by one of the
sections and overlapping the other section
and having diagonally -disposed slots in the
terminals of the bars.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

JOHN S. ANDERSON.
Witnesses: -

J. TorNER LOWRY,
S. T. NEWBERGER.
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