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To all whom it may conceri:

Be 1t known that I, CHARLES (. PERKINS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Hart-
ford, in the county of Hartford and State of
Connecticut, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Indicating Means for
Snap Electric Switches, of which the follow-
Ing 1s a specification.

Tt has been common to provlde the spindle
or pole-sleeve of a rotary snap electric switch
with a lettered dial for indicating the condi-
tion of the circuit. For the purpose of pro-
tection and to facilitate attachment and re-
moval such dial has been placed inside of the
cover. This necessitates the making of an
opening or window through the covertor the
purpose of exposing the word or character
which indicates the condition of the circuit.
Dials fixed to the spindle or pole-sleeve are
in the way. They interfere with the fasten-
ing of the switch to a support and also with
the connection of the wires. 1If the clials are
made removable, it adds to the expense, and
then the dials are liable to become misplaced
and lost. IFurthermore, an opening through
the cover for the purpose of exposing the in-
dication allows a large amount of dust, dirt,
and moisture to collect in the interior.

The object of this invention 1s to arrange
an indicating-dial which is thoroughly pro-
tected, which cannot be misplaced, and which
while only one word is exposed at a time does
not require any opening through the cover.

To this end the invention resides in anelec-

tric-switch cover with a dial movably held on

the outside of the cover by a protecting-plate
and provided with means whereby when the
cover is placed in position the dial will be en-
oaged with the pole-sleeve or with the handle
that is turned for the purpose of throwing
the poles, so that the dial will be turned when
the poles are moved.

Figure 1 of the accompanying drawings

shows & plan of a switch provided with the'

improved indicating means. Fig. 2 shows a
diametrical secfion of a cover pr owded with
an indicating means which embodies this in-
vention, with the upper end of a pole-sleeve
and epmdle and a handle arranged adjacent
parts

| gotogether.

Fig. 3showsasection of acover
and handle provﬂed with a modified arrange-
ment of indicating means. FKig. 4 Q_;hows a
plan of this cover, “and Kig. 5 shows a bottom
view of the handle that is provided for the
latter form of indicating means.

The cover 1 may be formed of metal or amr
other material to any approved shape. This
cover if formed of metal i1s preferably lined
with insulating material 2. In a recess In
the top of the cover a dial 3 with the suitable
indicating words is located. This dial 1s
placed outside of the cover, so that there need
be no opening through the cover except for
the Spindle and stem of the handle. This
dial is preferably made of thin material and
provided with an annular plate 4 on its under
side and an annular plate 5 on its upper side.
An insulating-ring 6 is preferably arranged
between the Tower plate and the outside of
the cover, and an insulating-washer 7 is ar-
rangec between the upper plate and the under
s1de of a protectmﬂ‘—phte 8, that is secured in
the recess in the cover. This protecting-plate
is provided with an opening 9, so that only
one of the words on the dial is exposed The
plates of the forms shown in the drawings are
preferably secured in position so as to be fixed
with relation to the covers by means of solder.

Perforations 10 are preferably macde through

the dial or the plates attached to the dial for

the purpose of receiving the lugs 11, that pro-
ject upwardly from the end of the pole-sleeve
12. When the cover is placed 1n position on
the switch, these lugs extend into the perfora-
tions through the dial, so that when the pole-
sleeve is ratated the dial will rotate with 1t.

Instead of having the dial connected with
the pole-sleeve the opening through the dial
may be formed oblong, as shown 1n Ifig. 4.
In this case the stem of ‘the handle 13 is made
oblong to fit the opening in the dial; so that
when the handle is turned for throwing the
poles of the switch the dial will move with the
handle. |

With this invention the dial cannot be mis-
laid. It is carried by the cover, so that when

the cover is put on the switch the dial 1s 1n po-
sition and when the cover is removed from the
switch the dial is removed also, and yet 1s not
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separated from the cover. This cover hasno
opening through it for the purpose of expos-
ing the indications on the dial, for the dial 1s
arranged outsicde of the cover.

The invention claimed 1s—

1. A cover for a rotary snap electric switch
with a cdial supported by and adapted to be ro-
tated on the outside of the cover, substantially
as specified. _

2. A eover for a rotary snap electric switch
with a dial movably held on the outside of the
cover, and a protecting-plate with an opening
outside of the dial, substantially as specified.

3. A cover for a rotary snap electric switch
with a dial movably held on the outside of the
cover, a protecting - plate outside of the dial

751,750

and insulating material separating the cover
and the protecting - plate from the dial, sub-
stantially as specified.

4. Incombination with a pole-sleeve of aro-
tary snap electric switch having outwardly-
extending lugs, a cover adapted to inclose the
mechanism, a dial movably held on the outside
of the cover and having openings adapted to
receive the pole-sleeve lugs, a protecting-plate

outside of the dial, and a handle adapted to ro- -

tate the pole-sleeve and dial, substantially as

specified.
: CHARLES G. PERKINS.

Witnesses:
Eraern M. Lows,
H. R. WiLLiawms.
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