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Application filed September 26,1903, Serial No,174,785.

(No model.) -

To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, Carisrorner HYMERS,
a citizen of the United States, residing at St. |

Liouis, State of Missouri, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Impr ovements in Fishing-
Floats, of which the following is a tull, clem
and e*{act description, reference being "had to
the accompanying drawings, forming a part
hereof.

My invention has relation to improvements
in self-striking fishing-floats; and 1t consists
in the novel constr uctlon of float more tully
set forth in the specification and pointed out in
the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 1s a side eleva-
tion of myv float. Fig. 2 isa longitudinal sec-
tion showing the line-actuating spring com-
pressed. Fig. 3 is a similar view showing
the spring expanded. Xig. 4 is a transverse
section on line 4 4 of Fig. 1, and Fig. 51sa
cross-section on line 5 5 of Kig. 1.

My present device is an 1mpr -ovement on the
construction of float shown and described in
United States Letters Patent No. 711,318,
issued to me under date of October 14, 1902,
and has for its object to simplify the construc-
tion therein shown and to qualify i1t in par-
ticulars which will serve to protect the line-
actuating spring under abnormal tension or
when the hook encounters a log or other ob-
structions.

In detail the invention may be described as
follows:

Referring to the drawings, 1 represents the
bob or corL, and 2 a tube passing centrally and
longitudinally through the same. The upper

end of the tube is closed by a cap-piece or hood

3, the top of the hood being perforated to
‘lHOW for the free reciprocation of the guide-
stem 4, secured to the adjacent encl of the pull-
rod 3, ‘confined within and partially project-
ng from the opposite open end of the tube.
Encir cling the pull-rod and confined between

the 11m1t1n0 disk 6 at the base of the guide-
stem and an inner annular shoulder 7, formed
in the bore of the tube, is an expansion-spring
8, said spring serving to normally hold the
pull -rod w 11:11111 the tube 2 and to force the Stem
4 into the perforation of the hood, Fig. 3.

Distributed along the pull-rod 5 are a series
of locking knobs or collars 9, which are adapt-
ed to lock against the forked end of a spring
arm or trigeer 10, the latter being made of a
single strip of metal folded against itself, the

inner and shorter fold forming a resilient
bearing with its end against the

tongue 10,
wall of the tube and serving to normally force
the trigger outwardly, Fig. 3, the end of the
long member or told bemﬂ Secured directly to
said wall. The line L is secured at a suitable
point to the outer terminal loop 5" of the pull-
rod, the advance end of the line carrying the
hook (not shown) and the rear end passing
along the float and at a convenient point be-
Ing passed through a safety dewce Or arm com-
posed of a 81]10]6' piece of wire 11, wrapped
about the tube above the bob, the outer end
of the safety device terminating in an eye 11°

for the free and uninterrupted passage of the

line and the intermediate members or sides of
the wire being in sufficiently close proximity
to frlctmnally orip and hold the line between
them when subjected to ordinary tension.
The operation of the device is as follows:

- The parts are set by drawing out the pull- rod

and compressing the spring 8 until any pre-
determined collar 9 has been withdrawn to a
point to enable it to be engaged by the forked
end of the trigger 10, the settmﬂ of the trig-
ger being ruzcom1)1:[&‘,11-3(_‘1 by forcing the latter
into eng ao'ement with the said collfu the ten-
sion of the spring 8 (which tension exceeds
the resilient tendency of the trigger to fly out-
ward) drawing the collar or knob 9 against
the trigger and keeping the latter set. The
moment, however, a fish becomes hooked on
the line 1ts tugo*mo on the latter compresses
for the moment the spring 8 sufficiently to al-
low the trigger to be 1eleqsed whereupon the
sudden expansion of the spring & follows, thus
suddenly jerking the line and impaling the fish
on the hook, the parts under the circum-
stances resuming the position shownin Kig. 3.
The spring 8 is made sufficiently strong to
resist any ordinary draft thereon;-but In ' the
event the hook should encounter a 100‘ or drift-

wood or any obstruction or a fish of great

weight the tension on the line under those
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2.

circumstances would force the rear portion

of the line out of its frictional engagement be-
tween the side members of the safety device 11,
pulling the line taut through the eye 11/, (see
dotted position in Fig. 2,) and thus shifting
the entire load or resistance to the line and
preserving the spring, the latter being then
free to expand and resumeits normal position.

1 do not, of course, wish to be limited to the
precise details here shown and set forth, as it
1s obvious that they may be departed from in
a measure without affecting the nature or
spirit of my invention.

Of course the purpose of having a number

of locking-knobs 9 on the pull-rod is to vary

the tension of the spring under which the trig-
ger shall be set, this tension depending on the
size and character of the fish to be caught.

Having described my invention, what I
claim 1s— |

1. In a fishing-float, a suitable bob, a tube
carried thereby, an actuating-spring confined
within the tube, a pull-rod cosperatively con-
nected to said spring, a trigger located on the
outside of the tube, and devices carried by the
pull-rod for locking with said trigeer, sub-
stantially as set forth.

2. In a fishing-float, a suitable bob, a tube
carried thereby,an actuating expansion-spring
confined within the tube, a pull-rod adapted to
compress the spring by movement in one di-
rection, a resilient trigger carried on the out-
sidle of the tube, and devices carried by the
pull-rod for engaging the trigger, substan-
tially as set forth.

3. In a fishing-float, a suitable bob, a tube

- carried thereby, an actuating-spring confined

40

within the tube, a pull-rod codperatively con-
nected to said spring, a friction line-holding
cevice carried by the float at a point removed

from the end of the pull-rod to which the line

1s attached, the friction-holding device being
adapted torelease the line under great tension,.

751,734

and thus preserve the spring, substantially as
set forth. -

4. In a fishing-float, a suitable bob, a tube
carried thereby,an actuating expansion-spring
confined within the tube, a pull-rod adapted to

compress the spring by a movement out-

wardly, a resilient tongue mounted on the out-
side of the tube and having a forked free end

adapted to embrace the pull-rod, and a series -

of locking knobs or collars on the pull-rod for
engaging the forked end of the trigger and
holding it locked or set under the tension of
the spring, substantially as set forth.

5. In a fishing-float, a suitable bob, a tube
carried thereby, a spring-actuated pull-rod in

sald tube, a friction line-holding safety device

carried by.the float, a section of the line being
held respectively between said safety device
and the outer end of the pull-rod, substantially
as set forth. | -

6. In a fishing-float, a suitable bob, a tube
carried thereby, a spring-actuated pull-rod in
said tube, a friction line-holding safety device
carried by the float, a section of the line being
held respectively between said safety device
and the pull-rod, said safety device having a
terminal eye for the free passage of the line,
substantially as set forth.

7. In a fishing-float, a suitable bob, a tube
carried thereby, an actuating-spring confined
within the tube, a pull-rod codperating with
the spring, a trigger mounted on the tube, and
devices carried by the pull-rod for setting the
trigger at any one of a number of predeter-
mined tensions of the spring, substantially as
set forth. |

In testimony whereof I a
presence of two witnesses.

CHRISTOPHER HYMERS.

Witnesses:
EMIL STAREK,
Rosa Ross.

£

X my signature in
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