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No. 751,658.

UNITED STATES

Patented February 9, 1004,

PATENT OFFICE.

ISRAEL L. LANDIS,

OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

HASP~-LATCH.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 751,658, dated February 9, 1904.
Application filed January 5,1903, Serial No. 137,932, (No model.)

To «ll whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, Israern L. LaAxDIS, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Chicag o0,
in the county of Cook and St‘lte of 111111015
have invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Hasp-Latches, of which the following
1S a specification.

This invention relates to gravity locks or:
door-fastenings, and particularly to that kind.

of temporary door-latching devices wherein
some form of pivoted bolt is adapted to fall
into or a hinged or rigid hasp is adapted to be
forced into engagement with a catch or stop.

My 1nv 6’1‘1131011 contemplates the simplest
form of door-latching means adapted, prima-
rily, to serve as an easily-disengaged tempo-
rary fastening to Insuresagainst accidental
opening of the door, at the same time pro-
vided with means whereby additional safe-

guarding and more secure locking devices of

various common formsmay be emploved when
desired.

The object of the invention in addition to
providing an exceedingly simple and inexpen-
sive door-latch is to construct a catch or stop
member thereof the parts of which may be va-
ried in relative positions to permit of 1ts be-
ing employed either asa movable gravity-con-
trolled latch automatically engaging a fixed
hasp or as a relatively fixed cateh engaging
antomatically or otherwise a pivoted or mov-
able hasp.

My invention consists generally 1in a lateh-
hook pivotally mounted upon a suitable plate
and normally held perpendicular thereto, said
hook being removable with reference to said
plate, whereby the former may serve either
as a fixed stop adapted to engage a pivoted
gravity - hasp or as-a pwoted or awty stop
fldapted to engage a substantrﬂh ixed hasp.

My invention further consists in the vari-
ous details of construction and in combina-
tions of parts, all ashereinafter described, and
particularly pointed out in the claims.

The invention will be more readily under-
stood by reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part of this specification, and
in which—

Figure 11s a side elevation of a latching de-
vice embodying my invention, the hook por-

tion bemﬂ admsted in the plate toserveasa ver-
tlmlly-movable catch, the hasp being hinged
and moved horuontally Fig. 2 1s a view
showing the hook portion reversed and in an
opposite position and employed in connection
with a vertically-movable hasp. Fig. 8 dif-
fers from Fig. 1 only in showing a rigid in-
stead of a hinged hasp. Fig. 4 is a side ele-
vation of the plate and hook, the latter being
adjusted in the plate to serve as a stationary
catch. Tlg. 5 1s a vertical section through
the plate and hook, the latter being shown in
a reversed or opposite position to that shown
in Fig. 4. Tig. 6 is a face view of the plate
portion of the device. Fig. 7 isa view of the
pivot end of the hook shown in Fig. 4. HKig.
8 is a top plan view of the hook 1llustrated in
Fig. 4 |
Referring now to the drawings in detail,
numeral 2 represents the hook portion of the
device, the extremity 3 thereof being beveled
to provide an inclined plane adapted either to
raise a hasp, an edge of which is horizontally
forced against it, or to be raised by said hasp
when its position is reversed. The shank
portion 5 of the hook member 1s reduced to
provide the stop or shoulder 4 and terminates
in the laterally-projecting pivots 6 6. Lug
or stop recesses 7 may be provided, and I have

‘also shown an aperture 8 in the beveled hook

portion to permit of the employment of a
padlock or other more permanent locking
means in the usual manner. The hook mem-
ber 2 is pivoted in a supporting-plate 9, hav-
ing a suitable aperture 10, through which the
hook member extends to permit of ready re-
moval and reversal, the half-bearings 11 11
permitting of this removal when the plate 1s
detached, yet retaining the pivots securely
when the device is mounted upon the door jamb
or frame. This plateis further provided with
a stop-lug 12, limiting the downward move-
ment of the hook member ‘and holdi ng the
same in a substantially perpendicular position
with reference to sald plate. Screw-aper-
tures 13 18 permit of the firm securing of the

plate to the jamb or frame.

In Figs. 1, 2, and 3, wherein I have 1llus-
trated the operation of the device, 14 refers
to the door-jamb or door-frame, 15 to the door,
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16 to a hinged strap or hasp, one wing of
which is rigidly secured to the door, 17 to a
plain bar-strap, having a pivot-aperture 18

“movably secured to the door by means of a

staple 19, and 20 to an integral rigid hasp,
firmly attached to the door.

apertures 21 21, through which the hook
member 2 is adapted to extend as engage-
ment is effectecd when the door is closed.

are represented as 1dent1cally the structure
shown in side elevation in Fig. 4, the modi-
fication In arrangement conmstmcr merely in
a reversal of the hook member 2 in the plate
9 for the different purposes shown.

In Figs. 1 and 4 my invention is illustrated
asembodying the features of a hasp-and-staple
arrangement, with the hasp omitted in Fig. 4
Without the reduced portion 5, providing the
stop 4, the device would operate as an ordinary
lock-staple, requiring a pin through the aper-
ture 8 to hold the hasp in place when tempo-
rarily fastening the latch; but, as shown, my

device obviates the necessity of prowdmo and

using a pin, a portion of the hasp passing over

the enlarged portion of the member 2 in the

usual manner and then dropping behind the
stop 4, by means of whichit is held. A padlock
or other form of additional safeguard may then

be inserted through the aperture 8. In case of,

say, a barn-door, “which is fastened duri Ing the
day—tlme so asto be easily opened mtentlonally

by any one and then locked against unauthm-.

1zed opening during the nwht my invention is
a greatconvenience in thatit dlSpED ses with the
usual hasp or staple-pin, which is fr equently
lost and entails the loss of more orless time in
its adjustment. With the combination hook-
and-lock staple shown it is only necessary to
hang the hasp upon the hook. Even this oper-
ation may be dispensed with by providing an
additional staple 22, of a configuration to limit
the downward movement of the hasp as well
as 1ts movement away from the door, permit-

- ting of sufficient vertical movement of the

free end to mount the incline 3 and drop be-
hind the stop 4. With this arrangement the
latch will operate automatically when the door
1s closed.

Referring to the reversed arrangement of
the hook member 2, as illustrated in Figs. 1,
3, and 5, which ar ranoement is effected by
merely withdr AWIng the hook member 2
through the aperture 10 and returning the
same to position after reversal, in this p051t1011
the hook member 2 must move upward on its
pivots to enter the eye of the hinged hasp 16
or the plain fixed hasp 20. With the hmcred
hasp 16 the fastening operation 1S par tlally

automatic—that is, the movable wing of the |

All of these
hasps are provided with substantially similar

II];
all of these views the catch 2 and the plate 9

751,658

‘hasp must bé pressed againgt the latch, the

hoolk dropping autom atlcally into engagement
with the hasp. The arrangement shown in
Fig. 3 1s entirely automatic by reason of the

tact that the hasp 20 is fixed upon the door

instead of hinged or pivoted.
Tn all of the arr angements shown the plate

9 occupies the same 1elatwe position and the

lug 12 supports the pivoted hook member
against downward movement and in a hori-

zontal position or normally perpendicular to -

the plane of the plate 9. I prefer to provide
the depressmns or recesses 7 for the lug 12,
although it is obvious that the top of said luo*
may be level with the lower edge of the aper-
ture 10 and said recesses dlspensed with. The
lug or rest 12 may also be extended to the full
width of the aperture 10, the lower edge itself
being bent forward to prowde the stop or rest
for the member 2.

Many modifications of the minor details of
my improved hasp-latch will doubtless readily
suggest themselves to those skilled in the art
to which it appertains, and I therefore do not
cdesire to limit my invention to the specific de-
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tails of construction herein shown and de-

scribed.
Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new and desire tosecure by Letters Patent—
1. In a hasp-latch, the combination with a
sultable plate of a latch-hook pivotally mount-
ed thereon and normally held substantially
perpendicular to the face of said plate, said

hook being removable and reversible in the

same pivot-support with reference to said
plate.

2. In a hasp-latch, the combination with an
apertured plate of a gravity latch-hook extend-
ing through said aperture and pivotally car-
med by said plate for partial rotation in a ver-
tical plane, and means upon the pivoted por-
tion of the hook and the plate-bearing limit-
ing the downward movement of said lateh-
hooL

3. In a hasp-latch, the combination with an
apertured plate of a pivoted, gravity latch-

hook extending through said aperture, having

partial bearings in a fsmﬂle plane in said plate
and removable and reversible with reference
thereto, said hook being -beveled at its free
end to automatical]y raise a hasp or be raised
thereby, according to the relative adjustment

of said hook, to effect engagement with said

hasp, and supporting means for said latch-hook

limiting the downward movement thereof.
In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set

my hand in the presence of two witnesses.

ISRAEL L. LANDIS.
Witnesses:

L. F. Coox,
F. K. STEWART.
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