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To cll whom €t mary concer:

Be it known that I, MarToaA HAZELBAKER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at IXo-
kkomo, in the county of Howard and State of
Indiana, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Abdominal Supporters:
and I do declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements In
abcdominal supporters, and more particalarly
to those adapted for attachment to a corset,
corset-waist, bodice, or the like.

The object of my invention 1s to provide a
simple, durable, and comparatively mexpen-
sive device of this character which will ef-
fectively support the abdomen and also brace
the back, affording perfect comfort to the
wearer and permitting the bocdy to have en-
tire freedom of movement without the liabil-
ity of displacing or disarranging the device.

With this and other objects in view the in-
vention consists of certain novel features of
construction, combination, and arrangements
of parts, as will be more fully desecribed, and
particularly pointed out in the appended
claims. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a front view of my improved abdominal sup-
porter, showing the same in use. Fig. 21sa
rear view of the same. Kig. 3 1s a perspec-
tive view of the device removed from the cor-
set-walst.

Referring to the drawings by numerals, 1
denotes my improved abdominal supporter,
and 2 a corset, corset-waist, bodice, or the
like, to which said supporter is removably at-
tached. While the device may be used 1n
connection with any kind of body-waist 2, 1t
is preferably attached to a corset-waist, such

as illustrated, and which consists of a flexible-

body portion laced in the back and closed in

the front by hooks and eyes or any other suit-

able fastening means. |
The supporter 1 comprises an abdominal

pad 3 of suitable size and shape, which 1s re-

movably attached to the waist 2 and held 1n
position by a hip-strap 4 and leg or thigh
straps 5. The pad 3 is preferably attached

by providing flaps or flies 6 upon the bottom
ecdlges of the front of the waist and removably
securing these flaps or flies upon the outer
sicde of the pad by means of resilient head and
socket clasps 7, which are similar in construc-
tion to the ordinary snap-fasteners used on
cgloves. The flaps or flies may be formed in-
tegrally with the body portion of the waist;
but they are preferably made separate and
sewed to the waist. They thus prevent the
pad from slipping down and at the same time
hold the front of the waist down and 1n to
prevent the upper part of the abdomen from
being forced out, and thereby reducing the
apparent size of theabdomen. The hip-strap
4 is passed about the hips of the wearer and
has i1ts ends detachably connected to the front
sicle of the pad:. Said strap is made adjust-
able by passing its ends through loops 8 and
securing to them a pivoted jaw-clasp 9 simi-
lar to those used on suspenders. To each of
the loops 8 is secured one member, 10, of a
snap-clasp 11, the other member, 12, of which
1s adjustably attached to astrip of elastic 13, se-
cured to the outer side of the pad. By means
of the clasps 11 the ends of the hip-strap may
be readily attached to or detached from the
pad and the elastic 13 will permit the strap to
oive or yleld with the movement of the hips.
I so desired, the strap 4 may be made of elas-
tic material and the clasp members 12 secured
directly to the pad. The leg-straps 5 have
one of their ends engaged with buckles 14, se-
cured upon the lower edge of the pad, and
after passing between the wearer’s legs have
their opposite ends adjustably engaged with
buckles 15, attached to loops 16, sewed or

otherwise attached to the lower edge of the

back of the waist. The strap 4 1s adapted to
pass through said loops and to be thus held
from slipping up or down. By means of the
buckles 14 and 15 said straps 5 may be readily
adjusted to fit the wearer.

The manner of using and the advantages of
my invention will be readily understood from
the foregoing description, taken in connection
with the accompanying drawings. It will be
seen that the pad will provide a perfect sup-
port to the lower part of the abdomen, reliev-
ing all strain on the weakened parts, and at the
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same time will not forece out the upper portion
of the abdomen, owing to the manner in which
the pad and waist are connected. The rear
portions of the hip-strap and the leg or thigh
straps brace and support the back of the
wearer at i1ts weakest point. Owing to the
various adjustments, the device may be adapt-
ed to persons of various sizes and figures.

Various changes in the form, proportion.
and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the prin-
ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of
this invention.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— |

1. The combination with a body-waist or
the like having flaps or flies at its front and
loops at 1its back, of an abdominal pad at-
tached to sald flaps or flies, a hip-strap pass-
ing through said loops and detachably con-
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| xnected to said pad, and adjustable thigh or leg

straps connecting said pad and said loops, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

2. The combination with a body-waist or
the like having attaching flaps or flies at its
front and guide-loops at its back, of an ab-
dominal pad detachably connected to said flaps
or flies,an adjustable hip-strap passing through
said loops and yieldably and detachably con-
nected tosald pad, and thigh or leg straps hav-
ing thelr front ends adjustably connected to
said pad and their rear ends adjustably con-
nected to said loops, substantially as de-
scribed.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses.
MARTHA HAZELBAKER.
Witnesses: |
JoserH (. HERRON,
Drrra RAINS.
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