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To all whom ¢ maly CORCErTL:

Be it known that I, Franz X. WAGNER, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the

of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Platen - Locking
Mechanism for Type-Writers or other Ma-
chines, of which the following 1s a specitica-
tion. |

My invention relates to the platens for type-
writers and other machines, and has for its ob-
ject to provide mechanism whereby such
platen may be either locked, so that it can stop
only at predetermined points corresponding
to the intervals between lines, or released en-
tirely, so that it may be stopped at any point
desired.

A specific embodiment of my invention will
now be described with reference to the ac-
companying drawings,; and the novel features
of the invention will ] then be pointed out in the
appended claims. .

Figure 1isan end elevation of a platen pro-
vided with myimprovements with parts in sec-
tion. Fig. 2 is a detail view from which 1
have omitted all parts of mechanism except
those that are immediately related to my in-
vention. Fig. 3 is a partial plan. Fig. 4 1s
adetail elevation of the controlling-lever. Fig.
5 shows the brake-lever, and Fig. 6 the lock-
ing-lever.

In the drawings I have illustrated a platen
and platen-feed or line-spacing mechanism of
a character commonly employed in the Under-
wood type-writer. I desire it to be under-
stood, however, that any other suitable mech-
anism may be employod

A is a frame in which the shaft B of the
platen is journaled, said shaft having the cus-
tomary milled head B tor turning the platen
by hand.

(lis the line-spacing lever, pivoted at ' and
imparting motion to the slide D, to which the
feed-pawl I is pivoted at E'. The slide and
the pawl are spring-pressed in the usual man-

wheel B* on the p]‘lten-Sh‘lft B. Adjacent to
this ratchet-wheel B° are pivoted, as at I, the

brake-lever GG and the lockihg—lever H. These
levers are pressed inward—that is, toward the
ratchet-wheel B>~—as by means of a spring 1,
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coiled around the pivot K and having itsends

engaged with the levers G H, as shown best
in Fig. 2. The ends I' I of the spring pro-

ject beyond the levers and are adapted to be

engaged by the controlling-lever J, fulerumed
upon the frameatJ’. This lever hasa handle
J* and two operating portions J° J*, adapted
to cooperate with the spring ends I" I”, respec-
tively.

In the position 1llustmted by Fig. 1 the
spring end I” is lifted by the operatmcr portion
J* away from the locking-lever H. The lat-

ter therefore 1s no longer under the infiluence
of the spring I and moves away by gravity

from the ratchet-wheel B” or, at least, does
not exert any pressure thereon. At its free
end the lever H preferably has a roller H’,
which normally acts to stop the ratchet-wheel
exactly between two teeth and to lock the
ratchet - wheel and the platen against acci-
dentalmovement. Itwill beundersteod, how-
ever, that when the controlling-lever J 1s in
the position illustrated by Fig. 1 the locking-
lever H is inactive and the platen will stop
in whatever position it may be. Fig. 1 also
shows the brake-lever (> 1n enﬂ'aﬂ'ement with

‘the ratchet-wheel B* as it 1s pressed inward

by the upperend of the spring 1. This brake-
lever is provided for the purpose of exerting
sufficient friction to hold the platen in posi-
tion after it has been adjusted by turning the
head B’. When it is desired to have the
platen-locking mechanism operate in the usual
way, so as to hold the platen exactly at the
p051t10ns corresponding to line-spaces, the
controlling-lever J is shifted into the position
shown in Fw 9. 'This raises the spring end
I’ by the action of the operating portion J°, so
thatno spring-pressureisexerted on the br ale-
lever (3. Atthe same time the spring end I°
is allowed to throw the locklnm—level H in-
ward 1nto engagement with the ratchet-wheel
B®. The device then acts to stop the platen
at intervals which correspond exactly to the
spaces between the teeth of the ratchet-wheel
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B* or a multiple of such spaces.

2

The spring
ends I' I not only act to throw the levers G H
inward, but also to retain the controlling-
lever J In either of 1its extreme positions.
Thus in Fig. 1 the spring end I” rests in the
operating portion J*, which is formed as a re-
cess, and thus holds the controlling-lever J

against accidental movement.

In Kig. 2 accidental movement of the con-
trolling-lever is prevented by both spring
ends, as movement of the controlling-lever in
elther direction would put one spring end or
the other under further tension.

Various modifications may be made with-
out departing from the nature of my inven-
tion.

I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat—-
ent—

1. In a type-writing or other machine, the
combination with the platen-shaft having a
ratchet-wheel, of a brake-lever and a locking-
lever arranged to engage said ratchet-wheel,
a spring, the ends of which engage the brake-
lever and the locking-lever respectively, to
throw them against the ratchet-wheel, and a
confrolling-lever arranged to act on the ends
of the spring so as to release either the lock-

ing-lever or the brake-lever from the action
ot the Spring.

2. In a type-writing or other machine, the
combination with the platen-shait having a
ratchet-wheel, of a locking-lever arranged to

engage said ratchet-wheel, a spring for throw-
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ing said locking-lever into engagement with
the ratchet-wheel, and a controlling-lever ar-
ranged to exert an outward pressure directly
upon the spring to release the lockmcr-lever
from the action of the spring.

3. In a type-writing or other machine the_

combination of the platen-shaft having a
ratchet-wheel, of a brake-lever arranged to
engage sald r atchet- wheel, a spring for throw-

]mg—-lever for moving "the spring away from
sald brake-lever.
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ing said brake- lever zmward and a control-
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4. In a type-writing or other machine, the

combination with the platen-shaft having a
ratchet-wheel, of a locking-lever and a brake-
lever arranged to engage said ratchet-wheel,
spring members for throwing said levers in-
ward, and a controlling-lever having two oper-
ating portionsarranged to engage said spring
members and to temporarily render them-in-

active so far as the brake-lever or locking-

lever is concerned, one of said operating por-
tions being shaped with a recess so that the

spring members will also act to hold the con-
trolling-lever in either one of its positions.

In testimony whereof L have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-

scribing witnesses.

FRANZ X. W AGN ER.

Witnesses:
JoHN LoTxka,
OTr0 V. SCHRENK.
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