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- 40 shows the desk-socket.

45 a flat plate of wood or the like.
- the back of the plate atits upper end and near
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To all whom it ma,y CONCErti:

"Be it known that I, Fraxcrs M. FILLER a

. citizen of the United States, residing at St
Joseph, in the county of Buchanan and State
5 of Missouri, have invented new and useful Im-

provements in Copy-Holders,of which the fol-

- lowing 1s a specification.

Thls invention relates to c'opy—holders and
its object is to provide a device capable of

- 10 holding either a note-book or one or more

sheets of copy either for taking stenographic

notes or for transcribing the same on a type-

writing machine or othermse

The invention consists in a flat plate of any -

1% suitable material having a prop binged to its

- back and provided at Tts upper end with a
- spring-retainer. The spring is covered by a
- projecting piece on the rear of the plate, pref-
~ erably ot substantlally the same thickness as

20 the prop, so that when the latter is folded

down the holder will lie flat on a table.
Theretainer is preferably composed of a sin-
ole piece of stout wire twisted into a handle-

- loop and having two parallel legs, one- of
25 which rests behind the plate and has the spring

attached to it, while the other lies against the
front of the plate to clamp the book or paper
thereto. There is a perforated lug on the
~ back of the plate to recelve one end of a sup-

:30 porting-rod, whose other end may be inserted

in a socket in a table or desk or formed in a
clamp adapted to be attached to a type- wmt—-

- 1ng machine.
“Tn the accompanying drawmcrs Fw are 1 is
35 a side elevation of my 1mpr0ved CO pv-holder
Kig. 2 1s a rear elevation of the same with the
prop folded down and the spring-covering

piece partly broken away. Fig. 8 shows the

supporting - rod and clamp - Socket Flﬂf' 4
- Fig. 5isan edge view
of Fig. 2, partly in section.

The plate 1is a flat rectangular piece of wood
or other suitable light substance Hinged to

its back at 2 1s a prop 3, which is preferably
Secured to

each edge thereof are the bearings 4, in which

18 Journaled a transverse shaft 5 A helical
- spring 6 is coiled around the shaft, having one

E-

i having two parallel legs, one of which serves
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| plate; but it may be placed on either side to

sition may be folded and laid in a drawer or

‘end secured thereto and the other end resting 50
against the plate. * One end of the shaft pro- -
jects beyond the edge of the plate and is pro- =
vided with a handle 7 and a retainer 8, the lat-
ter extending over the front of the plat_e and.
presSed against the same by the tension of the 55
spring 6.  The handle and retainer are pref-
erably mteo‘ral with the shaft, these parts be-

'Ing convemently and cheaply made of a plece.

of stout wire twisted into a handle-loop and

as the shaft and the other as the retainer.

‘The shaft, its bearings, and the spring are
covered by a strip 9, of wood or the like, hol-
Jowed. out to receive said parts and preferably -

of the same thickness as the prop 3, so that 65 -

when the latter is folded down the dewce will
lie flat on a table or on the knee of the sten-
ographer while taking notes.

In order that the holder may be supported
in an inclined position above the surface of a-
desk or table, I provide on the back of the plate-
a lug 10, preferably of metal, in which is
drilled a deep inclined hole, preferably with -
a conical end, to receive the pomted end of a

The rod 1is preferably bent at 12 to give 1t~
an offset, and its lower end is pointed to enter =~

a socket formed in a . suitable socket-piece,
such as a casting 13, ada,pted to be clamped to
the frame of a type WI’ltlIlU‘ machine by a set- 8o
screw 14, or a plug 15, a,dapted to be let into
the top of a desk ortable. The bottom of the

socket is conical, as shown, the conical ends of

the sockets and rod producmﬁ' sufficient fric-
tion to keep the holder in any position to which -

1t 1s turned. The offset is the rod, g1vIng con-

siderable range of adjustment in this respect.
I have shown my copy-holder with the han-
dle of the retainer on the right side of the -
90
suit the convenience of the user. Thearm 16
of the retainer is made long enough to permit -
quite a thick note-book to be inserted under
the retainer. - The holder with the book in po-

other place when not in use, and notes may be
taken without removing the book from the '.

holder
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Having described my invention, what T
claim 15—
1. A copy-holder comprising a flat plate, a

flat prop hinged to the back thereof, a trans-

verse spring-shaft carrying a retainer and
mounted on the back of said plate above the
prop, and a cover for said shaft of substan-
tially the same thickness as the prop.

2. A copy-holder comprising a flat plate, a
prop hinged to the back thereof, a transverse
shaft near the top of said plate, a helical spring
having one end secured to said shaft and the

~ other end stationary, a recessed cover for said

shaft and spring secured to the back of said
plate and of substantially the same thickness
as the prop, a handle on one end of said shaft,
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and a retainer carried by said shaft and ex-
tending over the front of the plate.
3. A copy-holder comprising a flat plate, a

‘stout wire twisted into a, handleZloop and hav-

ing two parallel legs, one forming a shaft jour-
naled across the back of the plate and the other

extending over its front, and a spring coiled
around said shaft with one end secured there-

to and the other end held stationary.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses. |

_ "FRANCIS M. FILLER.

Witnesses: -

JNO. S. EDWARDS,
Ben F. HousToN.
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