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To all whom it may concern;
Be it known that I, MARINUS CORNELIS VAN

) GENT, a subject of the Queen of the Nether-

10O

lands, residing at New York, in the county and
State of New York, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Fire-Escapes, of

which the following is a specification.
- My invention relates to fire-escapes, the ob-

“ject being to provide a device of this charac-
‘ter which may be operated with safety and
will be so far portable that its essentials may
‘be conveniently carried by travelers. |

The invention comprises a portable dewce
comprising a reel and friction-brake and a

flexible seat adapted to be suspended from the _

reel-frame and a permanent or fixed support
of novel construction, to which one end of a

cord or like ﬂemble SU.SpGIldlI]C“ devwe 18 a,t-

-tachedl.
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| Spectwe of the device applied to a window--
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The construction of the 1mprovement will

be fully described hereinafter in connection:

with the accompanying drawings, which form

part of this specification, and 1ts novel fea-

tures will be defined in the appended claim.
In the drawings, Figure 1 1s a view 1n per-

frame in position for use.  Fig. 218 a front
elevation of the combined reel and friction-
brake employed. Fig. 31s a side elevation
of the same, partly broken away. Fig.4-shows
the toldmo' supporting device, its untolded po-
sition bemﬂ' shown in dotted Tines. _
COI‘I‘BSpOI’ldng parts in all the figures are
denoted by the same reference characters.
The support by means of which the device
1s suspended from a window comprises a bar
1, adapted to be secured to the window-frame
bV screws 2, a horizontal bar 3, hinged at its
inner end to the upper end of the bar 1, and
an inclined brace-bar 4, hinged at its lower
end to the lower end of the bar 1 and pro-

~ vided at its upper end with parallel arms 5,

adapted to embrace the outer end of the hori-

zontal bar 8. A screw-eye 6 depends from
the outer end of the horizontal bar 3. The
loose connection between the brace and outer
end of the horizontal bar 3 permits said brace

. and bar to be folded too'ether against the

supporting - frame.

window-frame, as ShOWIl in Fig. 4, as the arms
5 readily slide on the bar 3.

The combined reel and brake comprlses a
frame consisting of parallel plates 6,7, and 8,

Spaced apart by parallel rods 9. A shaft 10 -

is mounted in bearings of the frame-plates,

and upon said shaft between the plates 6 and
A friction-disk 12

is mounted upon the shaft 10 between the
“plates 7 and 8, and to the periphery of said

7 is- mounted a spool 11.

disk 1s Secured one end of a band-brake 13,
the opposite end of which 1s secured to a shatt
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14, supported in bearings formed in the up-

per portions of the frame-plates and having a-

knob 15 upon its projecting end. Upon the

spool 11 is wound a strap 16, one end of said

strap being secured to the spool while a snap-

hook 17 is secured to the other end of said

strap and secured to the screw-eye 6 of the
The plates 6 and 7 are

each formed Wlth

ment will be readily understood. The strap
16 is attached to the screw-eye of the sup-
porting - frame, and the sling or seat i1s at-

tached, by means of its rings 20 to the snap-

hook 19.  The strap then “unwinds from 1ts

‘spool to lower the user, the rapidity of the

unwmdmo' and descent being controlled by
the band - brake, which is ma,mpula,ted by
means of the knob 15. |

perforated ear 18, and a
snap-hook 19 is suspended between smd ears
for the attachment of a triangular sling or
seat of fabric which passes around the body"
and between the legs of the user and is pro-
vided at each ot its three corners with a

ring 20. - .
The utility and operation of the improve-
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The shaft 10 is provided at one end with a
crank 21 for winding up the. strap upon the

reel or spool.

When the supportmo*—frame is not perma-—'

nently secured to the window-frame, 1t may

be clamped thereto. |
I Would have it understood that the 1 inven-

tion is not restricted to the exact construction

shown, but includes also all such modifications
and V&rlatlons in the details as may fall with-
in the scope of the following clmm '
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Having thus described my invention, I claim
and desn*e to secure by Letters Patent—

A fire-escape, comprising a frame, a reel
journaled in said frame, a br ake-disk also jour-

5 naled in said frame, a brake-band surrounding

said disk, a brake-actuating shaft mounted in

said frame and provided with means for man-
ually turning it, the ends of said brake-band

being secured tosaid brake-shaftand arranged
10 to wind thereon whereby when the latter is

turned said ends will wind oni the brake-shaft
and tighten the brake-band around the disk.
and means for suspending said frame.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
in the presence of the subscribing witnesses. 15

MARINUS CORNELIS VAN GEINT.
Witnesses:

Cras. H. Davps,
J. Crark PyBas.
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