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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, STaNLEY B. FLINT a
citizen of the United States and a resident of

the city of New York, borough of Brooklyn,

in the county of Kings and State of New Y ork,
have invented a new and Improved Tile, of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact
description.

~ for ﬂoors., walls, steps, and other surfaces.
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In this invention the tiles are of such con-
struction that they may be assembled by hook-
ing them together, to the end that. each tile
assists In holding a series of other tiles in
place and in a manner to prevent separation
of the tiles, notwithstanding the fact that they

are subjected to strain in any direction, either |

by compression or by a.pulling force. The

tile is of considerable strength, owing to the

disposition of the recesses and the construc-
The tiles |

tion of the hooking projections.
are of corresponding shape and size, which

engbles them to be assembled easily and

quickly for covering a surtface of any size, and
also reduces the cost of manufacture.
My new tile has oppositely-inclined edges

at each end portion, thereby forming a taper- -

ing projection at one end, while in the other
end is 2 tapering recess. Each side edge of

the tile is formed with recesses inclined in op-

posite directions and producing a projection
between oppositely-inclined arms, which are
of substantial construction. The tiles -are
quickly and cheaply assembled by merely
hooking the arms of one tile in the recesses
of adjacent side tiles, and this operation makes

the tapering projection at one end of the.tile

fit 1nto the recess of another tile, while the
recess at the other end of said tile receives
the tapering projection of still another tile,
whereby each tile has engagement with dix
adjoining tiles and a sidewise strain is resisted
by at least four tiles.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying

drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in both the figures.

Figure 1 18 a perspective view of a Thook-

ing tile constructed in accordance with my 1n-

invention relates to 1mprovements n
tiling made of resilient material and adapted

Ventlon a,nd Fw 9 is a plan view showmcr a
series of tiles constructed as in FKig. 1 hooked
together to form a covering for a ﬁoor, wa,ll
or “other surface. ' |

My 1mproved tile- 5 is longer in one di-

rection than In the other, and at one end

said tile has oppositely and equally inclined

edges 6 7, which meet at the apex 8, and there-
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by produce a tapering projection 9 at one end

of the tile. In the other end of the tile is

00

produced a recess 10, bounded by inclined

edges 11 12, the anﬁ'le of said edges being
eq ual and oonformmﬂ' to the 1nohnatlon of

tho edges 7 6, said projection 9 and the recess

10 bomﬁ' of corresponding form. Theend of
the tile having the recess 10 is provided with

inclined edoes 13 14, which -are dlsposed re-

versely to each other and meet or join said

edges 11 12, the edge 14 being parallel to the

_edfro 6, Whﬂo the edfro 13 1S parallel to the

edcre 7

In one side of the tlle are provided the op- |

positely-inclined recesses 15 16, which form
the reversely-inclined arms 18 19, the free
ends of which substa,ntmlly oppose one an-
other, and these recesses 15 16 also form in
the side edge of the tile a tapering projection
20, the apex of which i1s between the arms 18

19and lies at a point boyond the angles formed

by the inner corners of said arms 18 19. The
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So

opp031to side edge of the tile has recesses 21 =

9292, similar to the recesses 15 16, and said re-

cesses 21 92 form the arms 23 94 and the in-
termediate tapering proJootlon 25, these re-
cesses, arms, and projections being of similar
arrangement and contour to the oorroSpond-
ing parts on the opposite edge of the tile 5.
The improved tile may be made of any suit-
able material, and it is formed in one piece.
For certain purposes I prefer to make the tile
of material having a certain amount of resili-
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ency or elasticity, and I have found that rub-

ber of certain strength and hardness is well

ticularly if it is used as a covering for floors,
steps, and similar surfaces. 1t 1s to be un-
derstood, however, that I -do not confine my-

self to the partloular material- employed in

the manufacture of the tile.

In Fig. 2 of the drawings I have shown a 100

| adapted for the manutaoturo of the tile, par- .
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number of tiles hooked together and fitted in
engagement one with the other in order to
produce a continuous covering for a floor, hall,
or other surface. Certain of the tiles are in-

clicated by the reference characters B, C, D,

K, ¥, and (; but it will be understood that
each tile 1is constructed as an exact counter-
part of every other tile and in accordance with
the disclosure contained in Fig. 1 of the draw-
ings. Thetile B isarranged in endwise abut-
ting relation to the tile C and to a similar tile
adapted to be interposed between the tiles D
and I, the tiles D and K are hooked into one
sicdle edge of the tile B, while the other tiles
F and (& have similar engagement with the
opposite side edge of the tile B. The projec-
tion 9 at one end of the tile B is adapted to
fit snugly 1n a recess, such as 10, of a tile in-
terposed between the members D and . The
recess 10 at the other end of the tile B snugly
recelves the pointed projection 9 of the tile
C. The recess 15 of the tile B receives the
arm 24 of the tile D, and said tile D has edge-
wise engagement with the upper half of the
tile B. The recess 16 of said tile B receives
the arm 23 of the tile E, which engages with
the edge of said tile B along the lower half
thereof on one side. The tile ¥ has its arm
19 fitted into engagement with the recess 21
on the opposite edge of the tile B, and in a
similar way the tile ( has its arm 18 hooked
1nto engagement with the recess 22, whereby
the tiles ' (3 engage with the upper and lower
halves, respectively, of the tile B along the

left-hand edge thereof.

It will be understood that the tile B engages
at 1ts respective ends with other tiles that are
disposed endwise thereto, that the right-hand
edge of the tile B engages with similar tiles
D K, and that the lett-hand edge of tile B is
engagied by the tiles F and (&, whereby the

tile B is operatively connected with a series

of six tiles. The tiles mutually cooperate in
holding each other in place, and a pulling
strain to the right or left of either tile is re-
sisted by at least four of the companion tiles.
For example, a strain toward the right on the
tile B is resisted by tiles F (3 C and the other

751,275

tile adapted for interposition between tiles D
and F. The similarity in the construction and
dimensions of the tiles enables them to be as-
sembled and hooked together very rapidly and

cheaply, and each tile possesses considerable

strength, because the recesses and the projec-
tions thereof are of substantial construction.

The tiles herein disclosed may be made in
the ordinary way by cutting and weighing the

‘rubber, placing the same in a mold, and vul-

canizing:; but the shape is such that the tiles
can be stamped from a sheet of vulecanized rub-
ber. |

Having thus desceribed my invention, I

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters

Patent—

1. A tile of the class described, having at
one end a projection bounded by inclined edges
and at its other end a recess of corresponding
form to the projection and also bounded by 1n-

clined edges; each side edge of the tile having

two hooking-arms which are similarly and op-
positely inclined, said arms being spaced rela-
tively to the body of the tile to produce two
oppositely-inclined recesses which are sepa-
rated by an intervening projection.

2. A tile covering for floors and other sur-
faces, comprising a number of complemental
tiles each having projections at two sides and
one end thereof, each tile also having a recess
at one end and two oppositely and similarly
inclined side hooking-arms which are arranged
relatively to the intervening side projection
to produce oppositely-inclined recesses: said
projections and hooking-arms of each tile fit-
ting into the side and end recesses of edgewise
abutting tiles to secure interlocking engage-
ment of all the tiles for resisting compressive
or pulling strains in any direction edgewise of
sald tiles. ..

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

STANLEY B. FLINT.

Withesses: |
JNo. M. RITTER,
H. T. BERNHARD.
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