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To all whom it may CONnCer:

Be 1t known that we, FreED B. TERRY and
PERL E. CROTHERS, recudmw at Grand Rapids,

in the county of Kent and State of Michigan,

5 haveinvented certain new and useful Improve-

ments in Shoe-Fastening Means, of which the
following is a speclﬁca,tmn | |

Our invention relates to the class of shoe—
fastening means, and it more particularly

1o seeks to 'provide a shoe-fastening device of |
~ this character of a simple, economical, and ef--

fectively - operable construction which will

readily and quickly serve its intended pur-

‘poses; and the invention in its generic nature

15 consists of a series of clips adapted to be at-
tached to the ordinary type of shoe, a supple-
mental strip for closing the opening between
the opposing edges of the shoe-upper, and
which are so. constructed as to prevent more

20 than a minimum amount of wear on the shoe-
strings.

Wlth other objects in view, which will here-
inafter be apparent, the 1nvent1011 consists in
certaln novel construction and arrangement

25 of parts, all of which will be first descrlbed in
detail and then specifically pointed out-in the
appended claims, reference. being had to the
accompanying drawmma, in which— |

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of our in-

30 vention as applied for use. ‘Fig. 2 1s an en-

larged view of a portion of the sho’e with our
invention applied. FKig. 8 is a cross-section
thereof, taken practically on the line 3 3 of

Fig. 2. Fig. 4 1s a detail perspective view of

35 a portion of a shoe with our invention applied.

Fig. 5 1s a detail perspective view of one of
the fasteners detached.
Referrmo* now to the accompanying draw-
Ings, in which like numerals and letters of ref-
40 erence indicate like parts in all the ﬁgures, A
designates a shoe-which ha,s' the usual “‘up-
per: 7 open 1n front, as at o/, as shown in Fig.
1. Our invention, desw'nated G'enera,lly by 1,
- 1s applied to the open front_ portion ¢’ of the
45 upper ¢ 1n place of the ordinary eyelets or
hooks now in common use; and the invention
consists in the U-shaped metal clip having cir-

eyelets, &c., as may be found desirable.

| cular and enlarged ears 1%, apertured, as at 1%,

through which apertures and the shoe-upper

‘| @ the fasteners 2 are adapted to pass, and the 5o

said fasteners may be in the nature of rivets,
The
clip 1.1s fastened to the shoe, with one side of
the clip on each side of the strip ¢ in such _
manner as to leave an eye 17, through which 55
the usual cord Cis adapted $0 be strung (See
Kigs. 1, 2, 3. ) -
The edo'es @’ of the strlp a’, by reason of the
eyelets 17 projecting over the edge, will not )
meet, as shown in Fig. 2,and to close the S&ld 60

opening thus produced 'the 1 inner strips @’ a
of the shoe are made to overlap the edges @’

of the strips ¢, so that their edges o & will -
meet to close the opening 1n the front of the
shoe-upper. - The usual tongue T is provided 65

(see Fig. 3) to serve its usual purpose.

From the foregoing it will be seen that we

provide a simple and effective means for clos-

ing the front opening of shoes and one which )
will operate with a minimum wear on the 70
string, and the operation of our invention will -
be readily understood by those skllled in the
art to which it appertains. |
To remove the shoe from the foot of the
wearer, it is only necessary to spread the up- 73
per ends of the front opening, when the foot
may be withdrawn without unlacing the shoe.
From the foregoing descrlptmn taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings, it |
is thought the complete operation and advan- 8o

tages of our invention will be readily appar-

ent to those skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains, and we desire it also understood. that -
slight changes and modification may be made
In the detail arrangement of parts without de- 85

parting from the scope of the appended claims.

Having thus described our invention, what

we clalm and desu‘e to secure by Letters Pat-.

ent, is— |
1 In a shoe-fastening means, the combma,- e}

tion with the shoe—upper and metalhc clips
having enlarged apertured ears and adapted -
to fit over the edge of the shoe-upper and to
be fastened thereto, of inner strips adapted to
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lap over the edge of the upper and the clips, | to form closure members, and a tongue with- 1o
to form eclosure members, for the purposes | in the shoe adapted to lap over the said inner
speci{}ed. . | 1 b strips for the purposes specified.
9. In a shoe-fastening means, the combina- 1
5 tion with the shoe-upper and metallic clips, g%g% %]3 %gg'%%lrERS
having enlarged apertured ears and adapted - ' '
to fit over the edge of the shoe-upper and to Witnesses:
be fastened thereto, of inner strips adapted to V. PEEBLES,
lap over the edge of the upper and the clips, (EO. JONES.
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