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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FREDERICK STEVENS, a

citizen of the United States, and aresident of
Syracuse, in the county of Onondaga and State
of New York, have invented a new and Im-
proved Device for Stretching and Pressing
Trousers, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description. o

- My invention relates to improvementsin de-
vices for stretching and pressing trousers; and
the object that I have in view is the provision
of a simple, strong, and durable article adapt-
ed for the purpose of stretching trousers to
take out the ** bagging ” in the knees thereof
or tor pressing the trousers, to the end that
the wrinkles and bagging may be removed
and the trousers made to present a neat ap-
pearance. - S

Further objects and advanﬁagés of the in-

vention will appear in the course of the sub-

Jolned description, and the novelty will be de-

fined by the annexed claims. _

‘Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of thisspecification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-

~cate corresponding parts in all the fioures.

Figure 1is a perspective view of a trousers
stretcher-and presser constructed in accord-
ance with my invention. Fig. 2 is a vertical
longitudinal section showing the clamping

devices in their opened positions, and Fig. 3
~1s a section similar to Fig. 2 with the clamp-

ing devices adjusted in their operative posi-
tions and adapted to stretch a pair of trousers.
In carrying my invention into practice I

“employ a bed 5, which is preferably curved
longitudinally, as shown by the drawings.

This curved bed may taper from one end to-
ward the other, and at the corners the bed is

provided with depending legs 6 7. The legs
are each cast in a single piece of metal in a

torm which enables the secure attachment of
the leg to a corner of the curved bed, and

- these legs depend & suitable distance below

the bed in order to support the latter in a sub-
stantially horizontal position. -

8 designates a clamping-bar arranged in a
horizontal position to extend acrossan end por-

tion of the bed. The bar may be of any de-

sired form in cross-section, and the end por-

tions of said bar are rigidly secured to a pair

of arms 9, the latter being pivoted, as at 10,

to the legs 6 at one end portion of the bed.

The bar 1s supported by the pivoted arms in
| a way to be adjustable toward and from the

bed, and the legs 6, with the arms 9; are so

arranged that the bar when adjusted in one
“direction will move upwardly and outwardly

away from the bed; but an.adjustment of the
bar in the opposite direction will make it
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move downwardly and inwardly toward the

bed. The peculiar movement of the bar 8,
due to the pivotal attachment of the arms at
the point 10, is advantageous, because the bar
may be moved beyond one end of the bed, so

as to allow an end portion of the trousers to

be placed easily and quickly on said bed with-
out hindrance from the bar. Again, the ad-
justment of the bar into engagement with the

trousers and into cooperative relation to the

bed.operates to secure the trousers firmly in
place between the bed and the bar, and, fur-
thermore, a pull on the trousers in a direc-
tion away from the bar 8 exerts such force

on the bar as to more firmly clamp the trou-

sers on-the bed. _ .

In connection with the bed I employ an ad-
justable or shiftable clamp, which is disposed
at the opposite end of the bed from the bar 8.

This clamp consists of two meinbers 11 12
and a suitable means for drawing the mem-

bers toward one another. Said means in the
embodiment of the invention shown by the
drawings consists of bolts 13, which are fas-

tened to the member 11 near the end portions
thereof and are adapted to pass through-suit-
-able openings in the member 12, and on these
-bolts are screwed the winged: thumb-nuts 14,

which are adapted to bind against the member
12 and press it toward the companion-mem-
ber 11. The member 11 of the clamp is se-

cured firmly to a pair of adjustable arms 15,
which are pivoted at 16 to the legs 7 at one

end portion of the bed 5. Thesearms15 are
each provided on one edge with aseries of teeth
16%, constituting a rack, and with the racks of
the two arms engage the pawls 17, the latter
being pivoted at 18 to the side portions of the
bed, preferably by means of the metallic plates
19. "From this description it will be under-
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stood that the bar 11 of the shiftable clamp 1s
carried by the pivoted rack - formed arms,
while the member 12 of said clamp 1s mount-
ed on the member 11 in a way to be supported
thereby and to be adjusted relatively thereto.
The entire clamp may be adjusted toward and
from an end portion of the bed, and thisclamp
is adapted tobesecurely held atvarious points
of adjustment by the pawls 17 engaging with
the toothed edges of the pivoted arms 15.
My device may be employed as a means for

stretching trousers in order to take the bag-

oing out of the knees thereof.

In using the device the trousers are folded
neatly and laid upon the bed. The bar 8 is
now adjusted across an end portion of the
trousers, as shown by Fig. 3, while the other
end portion of said trousers is placed across
the member 11 of the shiftable clamp, and
finally the member 12 is pressed on the trou-

sers and into codperative relation to the mem-
ber 11 by adjusting the thumb-nuts 14 on the.

screw-bolts 13. Having placed the trousers
in the device, the operator now presses the
shiftable clamp away from the end portion of
the bed, as shown by Fig. 3, and finally the
pawls 17 are adjusted to engage with the arms
15 and hold the trousers in a stretched concli-
tion. If it 1s desired to press the trousers to
remove wrinkles therefrom and to restore
them to a neat condition, the operator may
place a damp cloth on the trousers and iron
them by running a heated iron over the arti-
cle. In this connection the curved form of
the bed 5 is advantageous, because the trou-
sers are prevented from wrinkling during the
pressing or lroning operaftion. -

The bed 5may be constructed 1in any suitable
way: but, as shown by the drawings, 1t con-
sists of a top layer secured in any suitable
way to a framework 5% having longitudinal
and transverse bars. 1t is evident that the ex-

posed surface of the bed 5, as well as the

clamping-faces of the bar 8 and the two-part
clamp 11 12,'may be covered with felt or any
other suitable material.

Having thus described my invention, I claim
asnew and desire tosecure by Letters Patent—

1. A device of the class described, having a
rigid bed affording a continuous surface on
which trousers may be laid and pressed, a
clamping - bar connected to and extending
across sald bed and cooperating therewith in
holding the trousers firmly in place at one end
of said bed, a two-part clamp having parallel
cooperating members and connected to the
other end portion of the bed and adjustable
relatively to said clamping-bar for stretching
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trousers across the bed, means for firmly hold-.

ing the members of said two-part clamp 1n co-
operative relation, and means for locking said
two-part clamp in either of a series of ad-
justed positions relative to the bed.

OC

9. A device of the class described, havinga

rigid bed affording a pressing - surface, a
clamping-bar at one end portion of said bed,
an adjustable clamp having pivotal connection
with the other end portion of the bed and
movable to variable positions beyond the
same, said clamp consisting of parallel coop-
erating members arranged to receive trousers
between themselves, and means for locking
said adjustable clamp in either of a series of
adjusted positions. '

3. A device of the class described, having a
curved rigid bed affording a pressing-surface,
a clamping-bar arranged across said bed and
having arms pivoted to said bed at a point be-
low an end portion thereof, said clamping-bar
being movable in an arcuate path eccentric to
the curvature of the bed and shiftable into
cooperative relation to an end portion of said
bed, and an adjustable stretching device con-
nected to the other end portion of the bed.

4. A device of the class described, having a
rigid bed affording a pressing - surface, a.
clamping device on one end portion of said
bed, adjustable arms pivoted to the opposite

end portion of the bed, a stretching-clamp

carried by said arms and consisting of par-
allel cooperating members disposed to re-
ceive trousers between themselves, means tor

firmly holding the parallel members of said

stretching-clamp in cooperative relation and
means for locking said arms and the clamp
thereon in either of a series of adjusted posi-
tions relatively to said bed.

5. A device of the class described, compris-
ing a bed having depending legs, a pair of
arms pivoted to the legs of one palr at one
end portion of said bed, a clamping-bar car-
ried by said arms and adjustable into and out
of cooperative relation to the bed, a two-part
shiftable clamp, means connecting said shift-
able clamp with the opposite end portion of
the bed, and a locking device for holding the
shiftable clamp in either of a series-of ad-
justed positions relative to the bed.

In testimony whereof Thave signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

FREDERICK STEVEND.

Witnesses:
Lrtrie W. HaANKs,
Cora E. PHARES.
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