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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, HExrY J. WicHMAN, 2

citizen of the United States, residing at Du-
buque, in the county of Dubuque and State of
lowa, have invented a new and useful Shoe-
Shining Frame, of which the following is a
specification.
This invention relates to an improved rest
or support for holding boots, shoes, or other
tootwear while brushing, polishing, or other-
wise cleaning the same, and has for its object
to provide a simple, inexpensive, and efficiént
device of this character which may be quickly
attached to a wall or other supportand adapted
to enter the shoe to form a brace therefor
and fill out the front portion of the shoe while
being operated upon. __

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a support capable of exerting an upward
pressure or tension on the supporting-arm
while the shoe is being operated upon and in
which the heel-piece is adjustable to and from
the last or former, so as to accommodate shoes
of different sizes.

A still further object is to provide novel
means for detachably securing the last or form-
er to the supporting-arm, so that the same

may be quickly removed and replaced by a

last adapted to the particular size and shape
of shoe being cleaned.

~ The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of

parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated:

in the accompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the claims hereto appended, it being
understood that various changesin form, pro-
portion, and minor details of construction may
be resorted to without departing from the
spirit or sacrificing any of the advantages of
this invention. - | .
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a shoe-support constructed in accord-
ance with my invention, showing the same at-
tached to a wall. Fig. 2 isa longitudinal sec-
tional view of the last or former, showing the

manner of securing the same in position on

the supporting-arm; and Fig. 3 is a detail per-
spective view of the last or former detached.
Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-

?esponding partsinall the figures of the draw-
ings. |
1 designates a rectangular block or support-

ing-plate secured in any suitable manner. as

by screws or other fastening devices 2, to a

wall or other support 3.

The shoe-support 4 is preferably formed of

a continuous piece .of spring-wire or other

suitable material the opposite ends of which
are bent to form a pair of vertically-disposed
hooks 5, which engage screws 6 or similar sup-
porting devices secured to the block 2 and
by means of which the supporting-arm is se-
cured iIn position on the wall. The ends of

the wire after the hooks 5 are formed are bent.

to form coils 7, which normally bear against
the block 2, and thence outwardly and down-
wardly, forming a pair of parallel spring-arms
3, the ends of the wire forming the arms being
bent to form inwardly-extending alined coils
9 and thence outwardly and downwardly,
forming a pair of parallel spring-arms 10,

‘which lie in substantially the same plane, but
‘a less distance apart than the arms 8. The

ends of the arms 10 are bent at right angles,

as shown at 10', to form a support for the

former or last 11. The former or last 11,
which 1s preferably formed with a flat base

12, a rounded upper surface 13, and a squared

end portion 14, is provided with longitudi-
nally-disposed grooves or channels 15, which
communicate with a central longitudinal open-

‘ing 16 and form a seat for the angular exten-

sion 10°, the last or former 11 being held in
position on the extension. by frictional con-
tact of the arms comprising said extension
with the interior walls of the channel or
groove 15. ' .

As a means for regulating the tension of
the supporting-arm and also to provide means
tor supporting the heel of the shoe I provide
an adjustable bracket or heel-piece 16', pref-
erably formed of two sections of wire or other
suitable material twisted together, as shown
at 17, the ends thereof being bent to form g
pair of laterally-extending arms 18 and thence
inwardly and downwardly, forming hooks 19,
the ends of which are preferably inclined or
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one or other of a series of outwardly-extend-
ing pins or lugs 21, secured in any suitable
manner to the sides of the block 2. The sec-
tions of wire forming the bracket are prefer-
ably of unequal length, the longer section
after the twist 17 is formed being bent down-
wardly and inwardly to form a loop or tongue
99. adapted to support the heel ot the shoe,
after which the two sections of wire compris-

ing the bracket or heel-piece are twisted to-

gether, as shown at 23, and the ends thereof
bent outwardly, as shown at 24, and passed

through the alined coils 9, forming a hinged

connection between the bracket and the sup-
porting-arm, permitting said arm to be swung
into and out of engagement with the pins or

lugs on the block 2 and regulating the cistance

between the heel-piece and the last or former.

From the foregoing description the opera-
tion of my device will be readily understood
and is as follows: The support being in posi-
tion on the block 2 with the hooks 5 engaging

the serews 6, the shoe is placed on the last or

former and the bracket or heel-piece adjusted

to or from the last to accommodate the size

of shoe by grasping the loop or tongue and
pressing inwardly and upwardly thereon and
forcing the inclined hooked ends of the bracket
into engagement with the corresponding pins
or lugs on the supporting-block, which locks
the bracket in the desired position. The heel
of the shoe may now be slipped over the
tongue or loop, the inherent spreading or sep-
arating tendency of the tongue and support-
ing-arm being sufficient to hold the shoe n
position on the last while being operated upon,
the springs 7 and 9 exerting a resisting up-
ward pressure on the supporting-arm and
causing a steady or constant tension on the
shoe while polishing or otherwise cleaning
the same. When it is desired to remove the
last, the parallel arms 10 are compressed or
forced together, which causes the spring-arms
comprising the angular extension to become
disengaged from the grooves or channels,
thereby permitting the last or former being re-
moved and a larger or smaller one substituted,
as the occasion requires. |

The tendency of the coils 7 is to force the
supporting-arm, together with the bracket or
heel-piece, outwardly from the block 2, so
that when the heel-piece is adjusted to fit the
shoe the hooked ends 19 of the heel-piece will
be forced in contact with the lugs or pins 21,
causing the hooks to firmly engage said pins or
lugs and lock the supporting-arm and heel-
piece in position, while at the same time any
downward pressure exerted on the last or
former will be resisted by the spring-coils 7.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire tosecure by Letters Patent,
18—

1. A device of the class described, compris-
ing a base or support, a yieldable arm secured
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thereto and forming a toe-support, and a
bracket or heel-support carried by said arm.

0. A device of the class deseribed, compris-
ing a base or support, a pair of SPring-arms
secured thereto, means carried by the arms
for supporting a shoe, and a bracket or heel-

support adjustable with relation to the spring-

Arms. |

3 A device of the class described, compris-
ing a base or support, a pair of Spring-arms
detachably secured thereto, means carried by
the arms for supporting a shoe, and a bracket
or heel-support pivotally connected to the
spring - arms and adjustable with relation
thereto.

4. A device of the class described, compris-
ing a base or support, a pair ot SPring-arms
secured thereto and forming . a toe-support,

and a bracket or heel-support carried by the

spring-arms and adjustable with relation
thereto. o
5 A device of the class described, compris-
ing a base or support, a pair ot yvielding arms
secured thereto and forming a toe-support,
holding pins or lugs secured to the support,
and a bracket or heel-support pivotally con-

nected to the yielding arms and adapted to

engage the pins or lugs for adjusting the heel-
support with relation to said arrs.

6. A device of the class described compris-
ing, a pair of spring-arms having their end
portions bent to form supporting-hooks and
provided with inwardly - extending alined
coils, the ends of the arms extending down-
wardly and outwardly and terminating in an
angularly-disposed shoe-support, and bracket
or heel-support carried by the spring-arms
and adjustable with relation thereto.

7 A device of the class described, compris-
ing a base or support, holding pins or lugs
secured to the support, a pair of spring-arms
having their end portions bent to form sup-
porting-hooks and provided with inwardly-
extending alined coils, the ends of the arms
extending downwardly and outwardly and
terminating in a tapering angularly-disposed
shoe-support, a bracket or heel-support having
a pair of laterally-extending ears or lugs jour-
naled in said coils, said heel-support being
provided with a depending loop or tongue and
having its opposite end provided with. trans-
versely-diposed locking-arms adapted to en-
gage the pins or lugs for adjusting the heel-
support with relation to the Spring-arms.

8 A device of the class described, compris-
ing a base or support, a pair of upper spring-
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arms detachably secured thereto, said arms

being provided at an intermeciate point with
inwardly-extending alined coils deﬁni_ng a pailr
of downwardly and outwardly extending lower

spring-arms terminating in an angularly-dis-

posed extension or shoe-support, a removable
last or former detachably secured to the ex-

tension, holding pins or lugs secured to the
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support, and a bracket or heel-support pivoted
in the coils and adapted to engage the pins or
lugs for adjusting the heel-support with rela-
tion to the spring-arms.

9. A device of the class described, compris--

ing a base or support, a pair of spring-arms
detachably secured thereto and terminating
in an angularly-disposed tapering extension,
a last or former detachably secured to said
extension, and a bracket or heel-support piv-
otally connected to the spring-arms and ad-
justable with relation thereto.

T
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10. A deviceof the classdescribed, compris-
ing a base or support, a pair of spring-arms

secured thereto, a bracket or heel-support 15

carried by the spring-arms and a last or former
detachably secured to said arms.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature 1n
the presence of two witnesses.

HENRY J. WICHMAN.
Witnesses: o

C. H. Poxp,
CLARA SCHLOSSTEIN.
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