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To all whom it may concermw:

Be it known that I, Irving C. WOODWARD,
a citizen of the United States of America, and

a resident of Chicago, in the county of Cook

and State of I1linois, haveinvented certain new
and useful Improvements in a Combined Ink-
Well and Pen-Wiper, of which the following
1S a speclfication.

The main object of my invention 1s to pro-
vide an improved form of combined ink-well
and pen-wiper whereby a pen may be cleaned
and inked by the operation of dipping same.
I accomplish this object by the construction
shown in the accompanying drawings, 1n
which—

Figure 1 is a longitudinal section of a foun-

tain ink-well and a pen-wiper constructed ac-

cording to my invention. Fig. 2is a top plan

of same. |
The device shown consists of an ink-recep-

tacle 1, comprising an enlarged chamber 2,

connected, by means of the contracted neck 3,

to a smaller compartment 4, which is open at |-

the top. As is usual in devices of this class,
the main part of the ink is stored in the cham-
ber 2 and is retained therein by the air-pres-
sure on the exposed surface 5 on account of
a partial vacuum formed in the upper part 6
of the chamber 2. By this construction the
surface 5 of the ink is maintained at substan-
tially a constant level. A pen-wiper 7, con-
sisting, preferably, of a wire basket 3, con-
taining a plurality of small pieces or balls of
non-corrosive material, is seated in the com-
partment 4 and preferably extends to a point
12 a little below the liquid-level 5. Thecom-
partment 4 is preferably enlarged near 1ts open
end to form a shoulder 10, which serves as a
support for the flared upper rim of the basket
8. The basket 8 holds the balls together to
form a permeable mass, into which a pen may
be pushed during the process of dipping same.

In operation the various parts are assem-
bled as shown inthedrawings. There is suffi-
cient depth of ink above the top 12 of the pen-
wiper, so that a pen may be inked by dipping
in the usual way. When ink has partly dried

upon the pen or when dust has accumulated
thereon, it is only necessary to dip the pen a
little deeper into the well to clean same. The
balls serve to brush off the foreign matter,
and the pen gathers sufficient ink while pass-

ing between the top 12 of the pen-wiper 7and

the liguid-surface 5.

It will be seen that various details of the
construction shown may be altered without
departing from the spirit of my invention.
I therefore do not confine myself to such de-
tails except as hereinafter limited 1n the
claims. _ ,

What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, 15— '

1. Asan article of manufacture, anink-well
having an opening through which a pen may
be dipped and having seated inward of the
opening a plurality of balls of non-corrosive
material adapted to brush against opposite
sides of the pen, substantially as and for the
purpose specified.

9. Asanarticle of manufacture, an ink-well
having an opening through which a pen may
bedipped, and a basket seated within said 1ink-
well and below said opening, said basket hav-
ing openings in its walls and containinga plu-
rality of pieces of material adapted to clean
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the pen when same is dipped into the ink, sub- -

stantially as described.

3. Asan article of manufacture, an ink-well

having an opening through which a pen may
be dipped; a storage-compartment arranged
for maintaining the surface of the ink at sub-
stantially constant level below said opening;
a pen-wiper located so as to be submerged 1n
the ink and secured below said opening in such
position that a pen inserted into said pen-
wiper will receive ink during and after 1its
withdrawal from the pen-wiper, substantially
as described. |

1902. - |
| | IRVING C. WOODWARD.
Witnesses:
EucenE A. RUMMLER,
Rupow RuMMLER. |

Signed at Chicago this 28th day of J uly,
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