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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joua~x D. O’BriExy, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Boston, 1n
the county of Suffolk and State of Massachu-
setts, haveinvented an Improvementin Elastic
Bands or Straps, of which the following de-
scription, 1n connection with the accompany-
ing drawings, 18 a specification, like letters on
the draw 1ngs representing like parts.

My im--*ention aims to produce a novel elas-

tic fabric adapted to be used in strips or bands

for hose - supporters, suspenders, belts, and
the like.

My invention will be best understood by a
description of one embodiment thereot.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1,
1n face view, shows a section or piece of fabric
1llustrating one embodiment of my 1nvention;
and Fig. 2, an enlarged sectional detail on the
dotted line 2 2, Fw 1.

In the partlcular embodiment of my inven-
tion selected for illustration herein and shown
in the drawings, ¢ is a strip of preferably in-
elastic body fabric of any desired width, to
which are applied a plurality of separated
strips & b of elastic fabric. In the preferred
mode of manufacture the strips of elastic fab-
ric are applied to the body tabric ¢ while un-
der tension, sothat when subsequenly tfreed the
contraction or shortening of the said elastic
strips to their normal condition will cause the
intervening portion of body -strip ¢ to be
fulled, puckered, or shirred. In the follow-
in0‘ description and also in the claims the term

““shirred” is used to indicate any fullness or

change of configuration of the body which is
pr odueed by the natural shortening of the
elastic strip or strips or which permits such
shortening.

In the present embodiment of my inven-
tion the elasticstrips d are secured to the body-
strip by stitching, (indicated at ¢ ¢,) and pref-
erably the elastic strips, if at the edge of the
bodyv «, will be carried around the edge of the
sald body to serve as a binding therefor.
Thus the edges of the body « may, it desired,
be left raw without impairing the appearance
of the completed bound strip.

The elastic StI‘lpS may be formed in any de-
sired manner; but for various reasons, such

- as conv_enience of manufacture and attractive

appearance, I prefer to employ an elastic tape
or band, such as now commonly employed for
hose-supporters and the like, having a suit-
able woven or braided edge and having incor-
porated within 1t a plurahtV of stmnds of
rubber.

The body material « may be of any deswed |

color,design,or character to give to the finished
strip or band the desired elastic effect, and by
binding the body with elastic strips of harmo-
nious colors and weaves very attractive efiects
may be produced.

By providing a plurality of separated elas-
tic strips a certain degree of lateral or collapsi-
ble elasticity or softness is obtained which
would be lacking 1n a fabric or band wherein
a single wide strlp of elastic materml only is
emploved

When the elastic strips are applied at and
surrounding like a binding the edges of the

body «, the completed strip or band then pre-

sents a similar appearance and constructive
effect at both its faces.

The body when ot inelastic materlal while

permitting elongation of the strip or band
serves nevertheless as a means to limit the
lengthwise elongation or stretch thereof, there-
by to prevent possible injury to the elastic
strips by overstretching thereof.

To illustrate the application of one or more
elastic strips to the body « between the edges
of the latter, as heretofore described, I have
indicated one such strip, applied at o along
the middle of the band, Fig. 1, at each face
thereof. |

By separating the elastic strips applied as
here described to the body lateral collapsi-
bility is not only secured, but the space be-
tween the elastic strips along which the body
is exposed furnishes a convenient opportunity
for insertion therethrough of a pin—such, for
instance, as a belt-pin—when the band is used
for belts.

My invention is not limited to the particu-
lar embodiment thereof here shown and de-
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scribed, for the same obviously may be varied
within the spirit and scope of the invention.
I claim— - -
1. An elastic fabric comprising a normally
shirred body and elastic edgings therefor..

. 9. An elastic fabric comprising a normally
shirred body provided with elastic edgingsand
one or more elastic strips secured to said body
between saild elastic edgings.

3. An elastic fabric comprising an inelastic

750,780

normally shirred body having an elastic edge
binding. - o
In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of twosub-
scribing witnesses. -~ |

JOHN D. O'BRIEN.

Witnesses:
FrepEricK L. KMERY,
EvErRETT S. EMERY.
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