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To all whom & may concern:

Be it known that I, SIDNEY S. MOORE, & citl-
zen of the United States, residing at Crockett,
in the county of Houston and State of Texas,
have invented new and useful Improvements
in Rail-Joints, of which the following 1s a
specification.

My invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in rail-joints; and its object 1s to
provide a device of simple and durable con-
struction which may be readily secured to a
rail and which serves to retain the ordinary
fish-plates 1In position.

With the above and other objects 1n view
the invention consists in the novel construc-
tion and combination of parts hereinafter more
fully described and claimed, and illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 1s a perspective view showing my
improved rail-joint in position. Fig. 2 1s an
end elevation thereof. Fig. 3 is a perspective
view of the chair of the joint. Xig. 4 1s a
similar view ot one of the holding—plates. Fig.
5 is a section on line z #, Fig. 2; and Fig. 6
1s an elevation of a modlﬁed Torm of joint.

Referring to the figures by numerals of ret-
erence, 1 1s a baSﬂ—pl%te which, together with
the inward] y-extending side f_&nges 2, forms
the chair of the joint. Recesses 3 are formed
in the side edges of this chair for the recep-
tion of spikes, whereby the device may be
fastened to the ties. Holding-plates are adapt-
ed to be held within the chair, and each of
these comprises a bottom 4, having a clamp-
ing-section 5 arranged ata right angle there-
to and connected therewith by a curved sup-
port 6. This support is provided at its lower
end with a groove 8, adapted to receive the
edge of the base7of a rail and archesupward
therefrom to the upright clamping-section 5.
A lug 9 is formed upon the inner face of each
clampmtr—-sectmn and is adapted to project
into a bolt-hole 10 in a rail 11. In use the
two holding-plates are placed at opposite sides
of the adjoining ends of rails and the lugs 9
inserted into the bolt-holes. The Wewht of
the rails upon the bottoms 4 will cause the sec-
tions 5 to clampupon the webs 12 of the rails.
The chair is then inserted under the rails and

so moved longitudinally under the holding-plates

until the flanges 2 of said chair are brought
into position over the edges of the said plates.
When spikes are drivenin positionin recesses
3, the parts are held securely bound together.

The curved supports 6 are adapted to extend
over fish-plates and hold them 1n position
upon the webs of the rails.

In Fig. 6 I have shown a modified form of
joint, in which the curved support is dispensed
with and in lieu thereof is employed a flat
support, 13, which rests upon the base of the
rail. This form of support is employed when
fish-plates are not used.

In the foregoing description I have shown
the preterred form of my invention; but I do
not limit myself thereto, as I am aware that
modifications may be made therein without
departing from the spirit or sacrificing the
advantages thereof, and I therefore reserve
the richt to make such changes as fairly fall
within the scope of my invention.

Having thus described the invention, whatis
claimed as new 1s— |

1. In a rail-joint, the combination with a
hase-plate having inwardly-extending flanges;
of a supporting-plate comprising a bottom, a
curved support having a groove at the bottom
thereof, a clamping-section at the upper edge
of the support, and a lug on said section.

9. A rail-joint comprising holding-plates,

each having a bottom, a curved support hav-

ing a groove in its lower portion, a clamping-
section, lugs thereon, a base-plate having are-
cess in each side thereof, and flanges on -the
plate adapted to extend over the bottoms of
the holding-plates.

3. A 1&11-—3011113 comprising holding-plates,
each consisting of a bottom, clfl,mpmﬂ-secmons
supports connecting the clamping-sections and
bhottoms and adapted to receive the base of a
1‘111, a base-plate, and inwardly - extending
langes engaging the bottoms, said plate hav—
ing recesses in 1ts sidles.

n testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence oi two witnesses.

SIDNEY S. MOORE

Witnesses:
J. C. WINTTERS,
T. J. WALLER.
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