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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, Frank (. SHIMP and
JAMES C. (GRIFFIN, cltlzens of the United

States, residing at Patoka, in the county of

Marion and Sta,te of Illinois, have invented
certaln new and useful Improvements in Rail-

road Torpedo-Placers; and we do declare the

following to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled 1n the art to which 1t appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, and to the figures
of reference marked thereon which form )
part of this specification.

This invention has relation to railroad tor-
pedo-placers; and it consists in the novel con-
struction and arrangement of 1ts parts, as here-
inafter shown and described.

The object of the invention 1s to provide a
device adapted to be operated from moving
trains whereby one or more topedoes may be
placed on the rail.

The device consists of a bar upon which is
mounted a revolving head having spring-
forked ends adapted to carry torpedoes. A
means 1S provided for holding the spring-forks
apart while the torpedo is located thereon, and

by bringing said means in contact with the rail

the sald spring-forks come together and lib-
erate the torpedo which is clipped on the head
of the rail. The said head is then revolved,
and a second set of spring-forks carrying a tor-
pedo 1s brought into position to be operated, as
above described. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of the device. Fig. 2 1sa
side elevation, partly in sections. Fig. 8 isa
transverse sectional view showing the spring-
forks brought together; and Fig. 4 1s a trans-
verse sectional view of the device, showing
the spring-forks spread apart.

The device consists of the bar 1, upon the
lower end of which is journaled a revolvmﬁ'
head 2. The coil-spring 3 is attached at one
end to the head 2 and attached at its other end
to the pin 4, upon which the said head is jour-
naled. The head 1s provided with a series of
pairs of spring-forks 5, said forks being point-
ed at their outer ends and downwardly curved,
as at the portion 6. The links 7 are pivoted

together at their inner ends and at their outer
ends are pivoted to the forks 5. The plate 8
is pivoted at its upper edge to the pivot con-
necting the inner ends of the links 7, said
plate having at its upper edge the flanges 9,
which are adapted to extend over and come in
contact with the upper edges of the links 7
when the parts are in the positions as shown
mm Fig. 4. It will be observed that when the
links 77 are in alinement with each other the
forks 5, constituting a pair, are spread apart,
asindicatedin Fig. 4, and that when the links
77 are forced up in the position as shown in

Fig. 3 the said forks come together.

The torpedo 10 is provided with a spring-
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clip 11, the ends of which are adapted to pass

under the head of the rail 12, thereby holding
the-1 torpedo 10 on the upper surface of the
rail.
the manner as shown in Fig. 1, and each set
of forks may carry a torpedo. The handle
of the bar 1 1s provided with a lever 13, to
one end of which is pivoted a rod 14, the other
end of said rod being pivoted to the cateh 15,
which in turn is pivoted to the said bar 1 in
the path of the forks 5.

The operation of the device is as follows:
Torpedoes having been placed upon the forks,
the operator stands on the rear platform of
the rear car and holds the device over the rail.
Then by permitting the device to fall the lower
edge of the plate 8 comes in contact with the
rail, and at the same time the ends of the forks
5 pass down on each side of the rail. When
the plate 8 strikes the rail, the links 7 are forced
up in the position as shown in Fig. 3, and
the forks 5 come together against the sides of
the head of the rail, and the ends of the clip
11 of the torpedo pass under the head of the
rail, and thus the torpedo 10 is secured to the
rail, and the pointed ends of the forks 5 slip
out from under the clip 11.
to place a second torpedo, the operator presses
the lever 13, which drawstherod 14 and causes

‘the catch 15 to swing down out of the path of

the forks 5, and the coil-spring 3, the tension
of which has prevmusly been mcreased by re-
volving the head 2 in the opposite direction,
causes the said head 2 to revolve. The oper-

ator then releases the pressure on the lever

The torpedo 1s applied to the forks 51in

If it is desired .
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13, and the catch 15 passes up in the path of
the forks 5, and consequently when the forks
from which the torpedo has just been liberated
come 1n contact with the said catch the revo-
lution of the head 2 is interrupted, and the set
of the forks carrying the second torpedo is in
proper position to be operated as above de-
scribed.

The torpedoes are.used for signaling the
train that follows. One is a signal to stop, and
two 1s a signal to slow up or exercise caution.

Having described our invention, what we
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

1. A torpeco-placer consisting of a handle
a revolving head located thereon, and adapted
to carry torpedoes

2. A torpedo-placer consisting of a ha,ndle
a revolving head located thereon, and adapted

to carry torpedoes, and a means for liberating

the torpedoes successively.
3. A torpedo-placer consisting of a handle,

“a revolving head located thereon and adapted

to carry torpedoes and a spring connection
between said handle and said head.

4. A torpedo-placer consisting of a handle,
arevolving head located thereon, and adapted
to carry tor pedoes, and a means for interrupt-
ing the revolution of said head.

5. A torpedo-placer consisting of a head
suitably-mounted spring - forks “attached to
sald head and adapted to carry torpedoes, and
a means for holding said forks apart.

6. A torpedo- placer consisting of a head
suitably mounted, spring-forks attached to
sald head and adapted to carry torpedoes, a
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means for holding said forksapart and a means
for operating the last said means.

7. A torpedo-placer consisting of a revolv-
ing head suitably mounted, spring-forks at-
tached thereto and adapted to carry torpedoes.

8. A torpedo-placer consisting of a head
suitably mounted,spring-forks attached there-

war dly ,
9. A torpedo-placer consisting of a head

suitably mounted, spring-forks attached there-
to and adapted to carry torpedoes, links piv-
oted together at theilr inner ends and at their
outer ends to opposite forks.

10. A torpedo- placel consisting of a head
suitably mounted;spring-forks attftched there-
to, and adapted to carry torpedoes, links piv-
oted together at their inner ends and at their
outer ends to said forks, a plate pivoted to the
_pivotal points of said links. -

11. A torpedo-placer consisting of a head
suitably mounted, spring-forks attached to
said head and adapted to carry torpedoes,
links pivoted together at their inner ends and

and having at its upper edge ﬂa,no'es aclapted

| to pass over said links.
In testimony whereof we athix our si ﬂ'natm CS

In presence of two witnesses.
FRANK G. SHIMP.

- JAMES C. GRIFFIN.
Witnesses: | -
ALBERT CRUSE,

THOMAS TOWLER.

to and acapted to carry torpedoes, said tforks
having their ends pointed and bent down-

at their outer ends pivoted to said forks, a
plate pivoted to the pivotal point of said links
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