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To all whom Tt may concern:

Be 1t known that I, ANprEwW J. PRICE, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Dobson,
in the county of Rankin and State of Missis-
s1ppl, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments in Rubber-Dam Holders, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention relates to rubber-dam hold-
ers, and has for its object the provision of a
device of this character which is reliable in
action and simple and inexpensive in construe-
tion.

Other objeets and advantages of the inven-
tion will be apparent from the following de-
tailed description, and its novel features will
be defined by the claims. |

In the drawings forming part of this speci-
lcation, Figure 1 is a perspective view show-
ing a piece of sheet-rubber stretched upon the
transverse arms of the face-plates, this being
the arrangement of the rubber when operat-
1ng upon posterior teeth. TFig. 2 shows the
method of pinching the rubber into the slots
of the face-plates when operating upon ante-
rior teeth and when 1t is desired to avoid cov-
ering entirely the mouth of the patient, and
Fig. 3 1s a plan view of a face-plate construct-
ed 1n accordance with my invention.

The improved rubber-dam holder comprises
a pair of face-plates upon which the sheet of
rubber is stretched, a suitable strap or band

for attaching said face-plates and rubber ad-

jacent to the mouth of a patient, and any suit-
able means for regulating the length of said
band or strap. - ~

My invention resides particularly in the
shape and construction of the face - plates,
which I will now describe, it being under-
stood, of course, that the two plates are iden-
tical with each other.

Kach of the face-plates i1s preferably
stamped from a single piece of sheet metal,
and consists of a hody portion 1, having a
transversely-extending slot 2 across its lower
end to receive the strap or band by which it
1sattached to the head of the patient. Above
the transversely -extending slot 2 the body
portion 1 i1s provided with a cut-away por-
tion 3, which terminates or merges atits up-

50 per end Into a vertically-extending slot 4, the

walls of which converge toward each other at
their upper ends, as shown, to adaptit to ex-
ert a pinching or retaining action on sheet-
rubber or any other material which may be
inserted therein, as will be hereinafter de-
scribed. | |

On each of its sides the body portion 1 is
provided with a transversely-extending arm
5, the outer end of which is rounded off and
curved down, asshown. The two face-plates
are connected to each other by a strap or band
6, the length or adjustment of which is con-
trolled by any suitable form of clasp 7.

The method of employing my improved
holder will be readily understood from the
foregoing description and the illustration of
the drawings. The piece of sheet-rubber is
stretched over the transversely -extending
arms of each face-plate, the rounded and
curved end of each arm firmly holding the
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rubber material without danger of tearing or

puncturing the same. The rubber material
while stretched upon the face-plates is placed
over the mouth of the patient, one of the
tace - places resting on each cheek, and the
strap or band is then adjusted about the head
of the patient to firmly retain the rubber ma-
terial and face-plates in position. |

If 1t 1s desirable to avoid covering the entire
mouth of the patient and it is only necessary
to fill or operate upon one of the anterior teeth.,
the rubber fabric instead of being stretched
upon the transversely-extending arms of the
tace-plates is pinched or tightly fitted at each
end into the vertically-extending slot.4 in each
of the face - plates, or the rubber may be
stretched upon the transversely -extending
arms of one face-plate and pinched into the
vertically-extending slot of the other to suit
the conditions of the particular operation be-
ing performed.

It will be observed that when the rubber

material 1s stretched upon the face-plates and
said face-plates are retained in position upon
the cheeks of the patient by the retaining-
strap 6 the outer ends of the transversely-ex-
tending arms on each face-plate are curved
away from those on the opposite face-plate,
so that the outer curved end of each arm is
caused to extend or bite into the rubber ma-
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terial and prevent said material from slipping
or becoming disengaged. Furthermore, 1t
will be observed that each of the face-plates,
with its cut-away portion 1 andslots 2 and 3, is
adapted to, be stamped from sheet metal at a
single operation. The device 1s theretore
simple and inexpensive in construction.

1f desired, each of the plate-faces may be
curved or given any desired shape to closely
fit the cheek of the patient.

Having thus described my invention, what

T claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 15—

1. As a new article of manufacture, a rub-
ber-dam holder having a body portion pro-
vided with a slot adapted to exert a pinching
action on material inserted thereinto, and a
pair of transversely-extending arms on said
body portion, said holder having means for
attaching a strap or head-band thereto.

9. As a new article of manufacture, a rub-
ber-dam holder having a body portion pro-
vided with a slot adapted to exert a pinching
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action on material inserted thereinto, and a
pair of transversely-extending arms on said
body portion, the outer end of each arm being
rounded and curved off at an angle to said
armnl.

3. As a new article of manutacture, a rub-
ber-dam holder stamped from asingle piece ot
sheet metal, said holder comprising a body
portion having a transversely-extending slot
near its lower end to receive a strap and hav-

ing an interior cut-away portion terminating

at its upper end in a slot adapted to exert a
pinching action on material inserted therein,
and a pairof oppositely-disposed, transversely-
extending arms on said body portion, the outer
end of each arm being rounded and curved oft
at an angle to said arm.

In testimony whereof I have hereuntoset my
hand in presence of two subscribing witnesses.

ANDREW J. PRICE.
Witnesses:

W. E. GraxNT,
McGarveEy TATE.
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