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To all whom 1t maiy (30?’2/(‘6?"?’1/ |
" Be it known that I, Wirriam C. BLNKERT

01: the city and county of Philadelphia, State
of Pennsylvania, have invented an Improve-
ment In Boot or Shoe Holders, of which the

following is a specification.
My invention relates to boot and shoe hold-

ers; anditconsistsof the improvements which

are fully set forth in the following specifica-

tion and are shown in the accompanying draw-

ings.
Tt is the obJect of my 1nvent10n to enable a

boot or shoe to be firmly supported by a form

or holder from the wall or.at an elevation
while it 1s being cleaned or blackened and to

permit the form or holder to be adjusted or |
enlarged or contracted to suit the size of the
‘hoot or shoe to be supported by it.

It is also an object of my invention to pef-
mitthe enlargement or contraction of the form
to be made Wlthm wide limits to suit all ordi-

nary variations in the sizes of boots and shoes
~and to insure in all cases the firm support of
“the boot or shoe and a tight. holdmg or StI etch-
ing of the upper. -

"t is also an object of my invention to enable
boots or shoes of any size to be applied to the

holder and Iemoved from 1t Wlth facility and

expedition.

cilitate the application or removal of a shoe-
string from a shoe while it is being supported
by the holder or form. |

In the drawings, Figure 1is a side eleva-

tion, with part in vertlcal section, of a boot
“orshoe holder embodying my 11:went10n

HKig.
2 is a front elevation of the front member of
the holder, and Fig. 3 is a similar view of the
back member. |
Theholder consmts of two members, ¢ and 0,
corre:Spondmg in general outline with the mte-
rior of a bootor shoe and adjustable with refer-
ence to one another, so astoform an expansible
or adjustable boot or shoe form.. Asshown, the
member ¢ constitutes the heel and back por-
tion, and the member 6 the toe and front por-
tion. One of these parts, preferably the heel

‘and back portion ¢, i1s adapted to be fixed to
a stationary supportor wall ¢, as by the bracket
d, and the other member & 1s adjustable Wlth

re‘fere_nce to the member «¢.

1n adjusted position.

It 1s a further ob;;ect of my invention to fa- |

18 slipped upon the members « or 6, which are

then adjusted to hold it firmly, and the mov-
able member is secured to the fixed member
As shown, the bracket

d of the member ¢ 1s provided with a guide £,

‘and the member § carries an arm or extension

e, supported by and guided in the bracket .
Any suitable means may be employed, such

as the clamping -screw ¢, for securing the
parts & and ¢ together after the members «

and b have been ad]uqted to the boot or shoe
placed upon them. The movable member may
be provided with a suitable handle /4 to facili-
tate the a,d]ustment

The member « is securéed to the Wall or fixed
support ¢ by the bracket &, and the extension
¢ of the member & 1s placed in engagement
with the guide /. The parts« and ) are then

pushed together to form a shoe-form of small

The bdot or shoe
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dlmensmns upon which the boot or shoe is

placed, as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 1.
The movable member 4 is then . pulled out to

‘expand the shoe-form until the boot or shoe is
firmly held, and the member b is then secured

in place. The shoe 1s then in position to be
blackened or cleaned.

I prefer to make the general contour of the
members ¢ and & smular toa ioot form or last,
supported thr()uo*hout When | the boot or
shoe has been bla,ckened or cleaned, the mem-
ber b is released, the shoe-form is contl acted,
and the boot or shoe 1S removed.

" The bracket & and guide-arm-e extend from
thé upper portions of “the members ¢ and b, SO
that they do not obstruct the top of the boot

or shoe or interfere with the placing Oi them

upon the holder.
It will be observed that the movable mem-
ber 1s adjustable bodily with reference to the

fixed member—:. ¢., is. movable throughout

its entire extent. This enables a very larcre
variation to be made in the size of the imm
to adapt i1t to any ordinary boot or shoe and

permits the subjection of the upper to consid-
erable tension, so that it may be tightly drawn
or stretched, which greatly facilitates the
‘blacking or cleaning of the boot or shoe.
| widevariation in the extent of adjustment thus

The

75

30

Q0O

95

Nele




2.

D

afforded also greatly facilitates the a,pplication-

-~ and removal of the boots or shoes, since the
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formm may 1n all cases be made small enough to
cnable the foot-piece to be easily applied or re-

moved, and this may be accomplished without

decreasing the capacity for enlargement to en-
able the shoe when applied to be firmly held
and stretched. A further advantage of this
construction 1s that 1t enables the form to be
enlarged or contracted in the top as well as in
the upper or foot portion, so that the shoe may
be held firmly and subjected to tension
throughout, and the form may be adjusted
thr ouo’lout 1ts entirety to suit the size of the
foot-piece.

To enable a shoestring to be readily applied
or removed while a shoe 1s upon the form or
holder, 1 provide the toe portion 4 with a slot,
opening, or recess 7 adjacent to the instep.
This feature of my invention may be employed
without the particular features of adjustment
described.

I do not mean to limit my invention to any
of the details of construction shown, as they
are shown for purposes of illustration and may
be varied: Wlthout departing from the i Inven-
tion.

What 1 claim asnew, and desire to secure by
Lietters Patent, is as follow%

1. Ina shoe—suppox ter, a horizontal bracket-
arm secured at one end to a suitable support,
and having a bearing-channel extending hori-
zontally outward from the point of support,
a depending arm secured to said bracket-arm
below said bearing-channel, a bar sliding in
sald bearing-channel, a depending arm on said
bar, a heel rest or support on one of said de-
pending arms and a toe rest or support on the
other depending arm, and means securing said
bar 1n adjusted position on said bracket-arm.

2. In a shoe-supporter, the combination of
a horizontal bracket-arm secured at one end
to a suitable support, a slidable member sup-
ported to move horizontally on said bracket-

arm opposite 1ts point of support, a depend-
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ing arm on sald bracket-arm, a depending arm
on said slidable member, a toe rest or support

on one depending arm and a heel rest or sup-
port on the other depending arm, and means
securing sald slidable member in adjusted po-

sition on sald bracket-arm.

3. A boot or shoe holder conswtmo* of two
members, constituting respectively the heel
and toe portionsof a boot or shoe form, one of
sald members being fixedly supported and the
other being carried by and bodily adjustable
on said fixed member, whereby the size of the
form composed of said members may be en-
larged or decreased to suit the size of the boot
or shoe placed on them, said toe portion hav-
Ing an opening or recess adjacent to the in-

step to facilitate the apphcatlon or removal
of a shoestring.

4. A boot or shoe holder consisting of two

members, constituting respectively the heel .

and toe portions of a boot or shoe form, and
adjustable with reference to one another to
suit the size of the boot or shoe to be placed
upon them, said toe portion being provided
with an opening or recess adjacent to the in-
step to facilitate the a,pphcatlon and removal
of a shoestring.

5. A boot or shoe holder consisting of two
members, constituting respectively the heel
and toe portions of a boot or shoe form, and
adjustable with reference to one anotber to
sult the size of the boot or shoe to be placed
upon them, said toe portion being provided
with an openlng or recess adjacent to the in-
step to facilitate the application and removal

of a shoestring and a bracket, adapted for at-

tachment to a fixed support, carried by one

of said members.

In testimony of which invention I have here-
unto set my hand.

- WILLIAM C. BENKERT.

Witnesses:
- ErxEsT HOWARD HUNTER
J. W. KENwoORTHY.
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