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- count-slips which I employ and showing items -
Fig. 2 1s a similar account-
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To all whom it may canée#m _ :
Be it known that I, WiLL R. SwaN, a ¢itizen

of the United States, residing at Columbus, n
the county of Franklin and State of Ohio, have
invented a certain new and useful Improve-
~ment in Credit Accounts, of which the follow-:

Ing is a specification. R o

My invention relates to the improvement of |
means for keeping credit accounts; -and the ob-
jects of my invention are to provide simple,
convenient, and accurate means whereby a
“merchant. may keep at all times a concise and

accurate account of transactions with any one

-customer, to combine therewith an improved
construction ot account-envelop, and to pro-
duce other improvements, the details of which

will be more fully pointed out hereinafter.
These objects I accomplish in the manner illus-

‘trated in the accompanying drawings, in

which— | .
Figure 1 is a face view of one of the ac-

slip, showing the result of the second purchase.
Kig. 3 is a credit-slip. Fig. 4 is a face view

~of my improved account-containing envelop,
and Fig. 5 is a rear side view of said envelop

with the flap turned up.

Similar letters refer tosimilar parts through-

out the several views. _.
In carrying out my invention I1- employ a

suitably - constructed envelop g, of paper or

other suitable material, upon the address-face

of which I provide lengthwise of the envelop
parallel-ruled lines &, the latter being divided
Into columns by transverse and preferably
~ double - ruled lines c.

These columns have
their upper terminations below the upper side
of the envelop and are provided, as indicated
In Fig. 4 of the drawings, with headings, such
as ~ Date,” ‘‘Number of slips,” *“ Amount of
bill,” ** Amount paid,” and *“ Balance.” Above

‘the columns thus headed T provide parallel
horizontal lines, to the left of one of which is

printed the word ‘‘Name” and to the left of
the lower line the word ‘‘ Address.”
end of the envelop which is to the right of the

- “"Balance” column Iprovide transverse-ruled

lines @, on which are printed, respectively,

s

On that

of the space contalning the lines d.

J represents an account-slip provided with
transverse parallel-ruled lines ¢, the right por-
tion of swhich are intersected by lines A, re-
sulting in the formation of parallel dollars and
cents columns, which extend lengthwise of the
strip. Totheleft of theslipisformed a column
¢, above whichisa heading *‘Sold by.” Above

the ruled lines between the column-lines 4 and
" ¢ G .

carethe words " Amount received,” and above
| the latter are lines arranged one above the

other intended, respectively, for date, name

of the customer, and the customer’s address.

1 " Amount of last bil],”._’ * Amount of previous 50
bills,” > Total amount of bills todate.” These
lines lead to an opening e, formed at the right
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I also employ in connection with my inven-

tion a receipt-slip, such as is indicated at % in
Fig. 3, this receipt-slip having thereon a date-
blank and the words *‘Received of” followed

by blank lines 7 and terminating in the word
. . - o . _
“Dollars.” Beyond this word are arranged

‘one or more blank lines » for a signature, one

of these lines ‘being shorter than the others,

resulting in the formation of a space ¢ at the

end thereof, on which may be indicated an

~amount. .

 In order to illustrate ?_the“ use of my devidei

. .

75

we will assume that the customer, John Doe,

first purchases goods to the amount of five dol-
lars and fifty cents. In. this case the name
““John Doe” is written under the proper date
at the head of the slip #, (indicated in Fig. 1,)
together with the address, while the various

items of said purchase are indicated on the
‘parallel Iines ¢ of said slip with the amounts

opposite the same in the amount-columns to
the right. The total of this first purchase is
then placed on the third line from: the last of

‘theamount-columns. Theacecount-memoran-

dum thus produced is inserted in the envelop
@, so that the total, which in the present in-
stance amounts to ‘‘$5.50,” is displayed
through the opening ¢ of said envelop opposite
the line on which is printed ‘‘ Amount of last

bill.”  Assuming now that the same customer

afterward makes another purchase, a second
account-slip, such as is indicated at o in Fig. 2
and which may correspond in form with the
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slip 7, has similarly written thereon the date,
name of the purchaser, his address, the items,
and their amounts, the total amount being, as
before mentioned, indicated on the third line
from the bottom of the amount-column. The

- amount of the last purchase, which in the pres-

ent case 1s five dollars and fifty cents, 1s then

“inserted on the account-slip ¢ 1mmediately be-
low the total amount of said second purchase

and said second slip o inserted in the envelop
@ in such position that opposite " Amount of
last bill”” will be seen through the opening ¢
the figures mdlcatmtr "82.50” and opposite
the space deswnated "Amount of previous
bills” the ﬁﬂ‘ures "$5.50” and opposite the
" Total amount of bills to date” the total of
the amounts of both purchases, which in the
present instance is ‘‘$8.00.”

~ tomer should call and pay on his account the
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sum of three dollars the receipt, which is in-
dicated at £, would be made in duplicate, one
copy given to the customer and the other in-
serted 1n the envelop «, but prior to the in-
sertion of the copy within the envelop the
amount of balance due is indicated to the left
of the shorter line 7, this balance being in the
present instance °° $5.00,” the merchant’s copy
of the receipt being so inserted in said envelop
as to come opposite the opening ¢ and indi-
cate the total amount due from said customer
to date. On the face of the envelop, on the

lines & and in the proper columns, may be

written at the end of a week or month or at
any other convenient time the number of ac-
count- slips contained in the envelop, the

amount of the total account, the amount paid

thereon, the balance due, and the date of such
balance.

By the means described it will readily be |

seen that the envelop may be employed to con-

tain all of the credit and receipt slips and that

through the medium of the envelop-opening
¢ and the lines and printed matter thereon
which lead to said opening the amount due
from the customer may always be read through
the opening, and when the last account-slip is

so placed in the envelop as to bring the foot-
ings opposite said opening not only the bal-

In case the cus-

750,557

ance due, but the amount of the last bill and
total amount of previous bills, will be indicated 5o
without removal of the slip from the envelop.
The ruled lines, columns, and headings on the
face of the enveIOp may be employed, 1t de-

sired, to indicate the condition of the account

at the end of each month, so that a year’s rec- 55
ord, if desired, may be kept on the envelop.

Having now fully described my invention,
what I clalm and deswe to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. Inmeans for keeping credit accounts, the 60
combination with an envelop adapted to have
written thereon the name and address of a cus-
tomer and having an opening in its face, and
printed matter arranged in lines on said en-
velop and leading to said opening, of account- 65
slips adapted to contain a date, a customer’s .
name and address, an itemized statement of
articles purchased and amounts charged there-
for, said statement adapted to indicate the to-
tal amount of the bill, total amount of pre- 70
vious bills, and total amount of all bills to
date, said account-slip adapted to be received
by the envelop so that said totals will be dis-
played through the envelop-opening and op-
posite the proper printed matter on sa,ld en- 75
velop, substantially as specified. | o

2. In means for keeping.a credit account the
combination with an envelop having thereon

blank spaces for the reception of the'name of

a customer and his address and parallel col- 8o
umns provided with suitably - printed head-
ings, sald envelop having formed in 1ts face
near one end an opening ¢ and lines of printed
matter on the face of the envelop leading to said
opening, of account-slips adapted to be in- 35
serted within said envelop, sald account-slips
adapted to contain and display through said
envelop-opening opposite the proper lines of
printed matter on said envelop the amount of
the last bill, amount of previous bills, and to- go
tal amount of bills to date, substantially as

specified. |
|  WILL R. SWAN.
In presence of— |
C. C. SHEPHERD,
P. 5. KORSHNER.
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