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UNITED STATES

Patented J &nuary 26 1904

PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES BOOTH, OF TAUNTON MASSACHUSETTS, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF
- TO PETER H. CORR OF TAUNTON MASSACHUSETTS |

_lNDICATOR FOR MAI_LlNGj OR__ISJMILAR BOXES.

SPEGIFICATION formme‘ pert of Letters Patent No. 750,519, dated January 26, 1904
Apphea,men filed Apnl 12 1900 Serlel No. 12 b64. (No medel) B

To all whe?n iﬁ--may concern.

Be it known that I, James Boorn, of 119
Weir street, in the city of Taunton, county of

~ Bristol, and State of Massachusetts, have in- |

5 vented a new and useful Improvement in Mail-
ing or Similar Boxes, of which the foilowing is
a full clear, and exact desemptmn, reference
bemcr had to the accompanying drawings,
formmg a part of this specification, in exp]am—-
10 1ng 1ts nature. .

The invention relates to a box for recewmg
mall or other articles supplied with a com-
bined indicator and detector comprising a
time-dial contained in a case preferably at-

15 tached to the front of the box and having a
transparent door or cover through which the
dial is observed and an indicator-hand which

‘is adapted to be turned from within the box
- only and after the box has been opened. 1

20 prefer also that the door or cover to the case
be so secured to the box that it may not be
opened or unlatched except from the interior
of the box and after it has been opened A
mail-receiving box of this character is of spe-

2% cial value In that it affords means whereby

the times of collecting mail may be readily ob-

served, also because it provides means where-

by the time of the next delivery in order is

indicated by the indicator-hand, also because

30 the position of the hand cannot be changed

unless the box has been opened for the re-
moval of the mail and by the authorized col-
lector and that any remiss upon his part to

- properly collect the mail will be shown by the

35 position of the indicator, it being the duty of
~ the collector upon the removal of the mail and

before closing the box to move the indicator

to indicate the hour of the next collection.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view in front

40 elevation of a mail-collecting box having my

invention, the door being shown in open posi-

tion by dotted outline. Fig. 2 1s a view In

horizontal section upon the dotted line 2 2 of

Fig. 1.

45 tion, illustrating a slight modification in the

manner of ettachmfr the indicator- treme to
the box, hereinafter ~described.

I have represented the mventlon as applied

to the usunal type of mail-recelving box em-

by which it may be conveniently manipulated.
‘The collector upon opening the door B" and

Fig. 3 is adetail view, in vertical sec-

ployed in the Umted States and heﬂnd’ a COM-

‘bined door end receptacle at one end of the

box.

Referrmﬁ to the dr&wm os, A T epresents such
a box. |

B is the openmﬂ' throuo’h which the con-
tents of the box are removed by the collector.
B’ is the door for opening and closing said -
opening. This door is normally closed and
locked, and the key is carried by the collector.

C represents the indicator and detector. - It
1s located upon the front of the box, and it

55

6o

preferably comprises a frame or border ¢,
‘which may be integral with the box and which

ineloses a space or panel ¢, in which 1s a dial
¢, preferably removable. Upon this dial the
hours for the collection of mail are printed.
There is used 1n-connection with this dial end
contained in this space an indicating-hand ¢,

‘arranged to point to any desired hour and
| whleh 13 mounted upon the outer end of the

70
arbor ¢!, which extends through the box A
into -the'interior A’ thereof end is adapted to

be turned from the interior ot the box prefer-

ably, being provided with an enlargement ¢,
75

removing the mail from the box then turns
the indicator from within the box to change

the position of the indicating-hand to the next
- hour of collection and then closes and locks

30

the door. The dial and indicating-hand are
inaccessible from the exterior of the box, be-
ing covered by the door D, having hinges o
riveted or bolted to the door and to the box
and a transparent pane ', preferably of plate-
glass, through which the dial and indicator

S5

| may be seen, and a latch &°, which extends

through the front ot the box A to the interior

thereof, latches thereon and is accessible only

from the interior of the box and prevents the
door covering the dial and indicator from be-
ing opened by any but an authorized person,
and then only by first unlocking the main

Sle

_deor B’ to the box.

In Fig. 3 I have shOWi:l the cover to the case

95
as fastened to the box by bolts which pass

through the cover and front of the box and

have nuts upon the inside of the box.
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~ that other cards of different time arrange-

35

“may be expoeed the words

2' |

While T have' described the invention as

applicable to mail-collecting boxes, I would

not be understood as 11m1t1110' it to such use,

but may employ 1t in eonneetwn with any re-
celving box or receptacle and for any use
eneloa‘ous to that described.

I prefer that the dial be removable from
the panel or recess containing it in order that
others having adifferentarrangement of hours
or other information may be substituted there-
for. I also prefer that the dial have a rela-
tively large central hole m order that there
“Hand points” or
similar directions printed, stenciled, or oth-
erwise applied to a card back of the dial-card
or upon the face of the box itself. In the
drawings I have illustrated as upon a separate
card. The dial-card in addition to the printed
words may have such other information print-

ed thereon as may be desirable.
It will be noted that the dial-card is ar-

ranged with two parallel vertical columns of
figures, so that all the hours of collection may
be easily read and at the same time the hour

at which the next collection is to take place

may be indicated by the index-hand. This is

a great advantage, as where the figures are

placed in the ordinary manner about a circle
while the next hour of collection may be eas-
1ly read the observer cannot at a glance de-
termine, as one often desires to do, the other
hours at which the box 1s opened.

The time-card 1s made removable 1n order

ments may be substituted. The card bearing

750,519

the words ‘Hand ?and " Points s prererebly
a fixed one. The opening in each time-card is

of a diameter less than twice the length of the

indicator-hand, and. said opening is bordered

by a circular line which is coincident with the

“line described by the point of the indicator.

The horizontal lines upon the indicator-card

forming spaces for the hours extend to the

circular line, and this provides the indicator
with a structure whereby the point of the

“hand may always be turned to point directly

against the space contalning the hour of col-
lectlon |

Having thus fully described my invention,

I claim and desire to secure by Letters Petent

of the United States—

An indicator for mail and other boxes, the
same comprising an indicator-hand adapted

to be turned at will and an indicator-card hav-
ing 1n it for disclosing indications of a perma-
nent nature a circular hole of a radius less
than the length of the indicator-hand so that
the end of the indicator-hand shall extend
over 1t, and horizontal lines extending from
the circular hole upon each side thereof and
forming spaces for receiving figures indicat-
ing times of collection, and said figures col-
umnally arranged in such spaces, the Spaces
and the end of the indicator-hand SO codper-
ating that the end of the indicator-hand may
always be moved over the inner end of a space.
- JAMES BOOTH.
In presence of— .
-~ ABBOoTT W. LEONARD,
Harorp K. HaTHAWAY.
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