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To all whom it mﬂ,y COMCOTTV.

Be it known that 1, J OHN B. O’HIGGINS of

' the city of New York in the State of New

10O

York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Means for Applying Liquid

Prepemmons to the Secalp, ot which the fol-

lowing 1s a specification.
The object of my invention is to devise

‘means for applying oils, lotions, and the like
to the scalp without filling the hair with the

preparatlon or dirtying the hands; and 1t con-

~ sists, essentially, of a comb with hollow teeth
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and back adapted to be connected with the
neck of a bottle, so that the latter becomes a

reservolir from which the preparation may

flow through the comb and out through aper-
tures in the points of the teeth to the scalp.
My invention further consists in the means

employed for closing the apertures in the

points of the teeth when the latter are not
pressed into contact with the scalp, all sub-
stantially as hereinafter more specifically de-

- scribed and then definitely claimed.
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“along the central longitudinal plane.

40

Lo

Figure 1 is a sule sectional elevation of the
demce Fig. 2 1s a cross-section of the same.
Fig. 3 1s a cross-section thr ouo’h one of the
teeth near its base. Fig. 4 1s a perspeetwe

view of one-half of the comb

In the drawings like letters of reference in-

dicate eorrespondm parts in the dlf erent fig-

ures.
A repreeents a bottle, preferably prowded

with a screw-neck. This bottle contains a |

liquid preparation to be applied to the scalp.

B is a hollow comb comprising the body C
and the teeth D. The comb is preferably
formed in halves soldered or brazed together
"Thus
each part comprises - ene-—halt the body and
one-half of each tooth. At the end of each
half of the body 1is formed one-half of the
screw-collar B, which is adapted to be screwed
upon the neck of the bottle A, as shown 1n
Fig. 1. The teeth D, it will be seen, are ta-
per ed and the Epertures through their points
are closed by tapered plugs F which nor-
mally project slightly beyond the points of
the teeth, as shown in Fig. 1. Each plug has
connected thereto or is formed on a stem G,
which passes up through the tooth, is bent

around, and then seeured to the body close to

the opening of the screw-collar E. As these

stems are designed to be placed in position
after the halves of the comb have been se-
cured together, it is necessary that the body
of the comb possess sufficient depth to allow
of their being passed through it and sprung
into their respective teeth. It is also advis-
able that they be connected to the body close
to the only opening therein to facilitate the
securing of them in position. These stems

possess sufficient spring to maintain the plugs

' projected, as shown, and at the same time
will permit the latter to be pressed up by con-
tact WJ.th the scalp to allow iquid to flow from
the hollow teeth. The ends of the teeth and
the ends of the plugs are preferably rounded,
as shown, to prevent them injuring the scalp.
The method of using my apparatus 1s sub-
stantially as follows: The bottle is uncorked
and the comb screwed on to its neck, as shown.
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The bottle then serves as a handle, and the

teeth of the comb are drawn through the hair
with their points in contact with the scalp.

- As long as their points are maintained in con-

tact with the scalp liquid will flow through
them, but as soon as the teeth are raised from
the sca,lp the plugs. I are forced out to close
the apertures. Thus the preparatlon does not
oet onto the surface of the hair and is applied
to the scalp just where 1t is wanted.

When my device 1s used, it 1s not necessary
to get the hands dirtied Wlth the preparation,
which is one great obstacle to the general use

of preparations for the scalp. As the bottle -

becomes part of the apparatus,there isno need
to make the comb itself large enough to act
as a reservoir, and thus it may be made com-
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paratively small and cheap. By making the -

comb attachable to the bottle all trouble in
filling and emptying the comb is avoided.
When one bottle is emptied, another one is
bought, and the comb is removed from the
empty bottle and attached to the full one.
After the comb has been used 1t 1s not neces-
sary to empty it, as when the bottle 1s set

down upright the comb will drain into it. - Air
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to replace the liquid used may be admitted at

any time by pressing in one of the plugs when
the bottle is upright. A washer i1s prefer-
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ably placed on the bottle-neck, as shown, to
prevent liquid leaking from the collar.

What I claim as my invention 1s—
1. In apparatus of the class described a
comb comprising a-hollow body with an open-

ing therein; hollow tapering teeth connected |

therewith, each having an aperture in 1its
point; tapering plugs adapted to close the said
teeth at their points and to project through
the apertures in the same; and springs adapt-
ed normally to cause the said plugs to close
the apertures, substantially as described.

2. In apparatus of the class described a
comb comprising a hollow body with an open-
ing at one end; hollow tapering teeth con-
nected therewith, each having an aperture in
its point; tapering plugs adapted to close the
sald teeth and to project through the aper-
tures in the same; and spring-stems connect-

20 ed to the said plugs, bent round and secured |
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to the body of the comb adjacent to the said
opening, substantially as described.

3. In apparatus of the class described a
comb comprising a hollow body, with an open-
ing at one end; hollow tapering teeth con-
nected therewith, each having an aperture in
1ts point; tapering plugs adapted to close the
said teeth at thelr points- and to project
through the apertures of the same: and spring-
stems integrally connected to the said plugs,
bent round and secured to the body of the
comb adjacent to the said opening, substan-
tially as described.

Toronto, Ontario, Canada, January 13,

1903.
‘JOHN B. O’'HIGGINS.
In presence of— |

J. Epw. MAYBEE,
A. J. COLBOURNE.
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