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- Cases, of which the following isa specification.
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(No model )

To all whom it may "cr:mcerm |
Be 1t known that I, WLriam E. BirMming-

“HAM, a citizen of the Umted States, residing

in the city and county of Phlladelphla State
of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Eyeglass or Spectacle

\ly Invention consists of a novel construc-
tion of an eyeglass or spectacle case having a

single spring of novel construction employed.

to effect the holding of the lid or cover of the
case in opened or closed position, the construc-
tion and manner of application of the Spring
being such that the lining of the case is en-
abled to completely cover or inclose said Spring

“and 1its adjuncts, whereby the same is con-

cealed, and especial provision 1s thus made

a0 alnst the lining Interfering in any way with

the action of the sprmﬂ'-hmﬂ'e, Or vice versa.

To the above ends my invention consists of'

~ a concealed spring-hinge composed of a resili-
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ent element secured to the body portion of the

case and adapted to engage a cam secured to
the lid, the manner of assembling said cam
and spring and the lining being Such that while
the lining retains its predetermmed position
the cam is free to work up and down back of
or below the same as the lid is opened and
closed.

The invention further consists of novel fea-

- tures of construction, all as will be hereinaf-

ter fully set forth, and pointed outin the claim.
Figure 1 represents a perspective view of

an eyeglass or spectacle case embodying my

invention, a portion of the lining thereot be-
ing drawn away or removed for the purposes
of illustration. Fig. 2 represents a rear ele-
vation of said case, showing the lid thereof in
closed position and a portion of the outer cov-
ering broken away. Fig. 3 represents a sec-
tion on line z 2, Fig. 2. TFig. 4 represents a
transverse section on line v v, Fig. 2

Similar numerals of reference mcllcate cor-
responding parts in the figures.

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates an
eyeglass or spectac]e case, the same consisting
of a body portion 2, having the base 3 pro-

vided with the upwardly extendmg rim 4,

which has the 1nwardly-extendmﬂ' plate 5 at

—

its front portmn while the rear or opposite

portion has the lid.or cover 6 hinged thereto. -

7 designates a cam on the lid projecting in-
wardly and having its extremity 8 doubled
upon itself substantlally as seen in Fig. 4, said

extremity being adapted to contact W1th the
“central portion 9 of the spring 10, which lat-

ter has the resilient portions or members 11,

extending in opposite directions from said por-

tion 9, S&ld members being deflected at 12 and

bent reversely toform the portions or members

13, which are bent at 14 and passed through
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the rim 4, atter which the ends 15 are clenched ,

upon the back of the rim 4, as will be under-
stood from Figs. 2 and 3, said clenched ends
being concealed by the leather or other cov-

ering 16, which is usually employed in de-

vices of thls character.

17 designates the lining of the case, which
1s shown in Fig. 1 as bemcr partly torn AWay
for the purpose > of 1llustra,tmcr the location and
operation of the spring 10, it being of course
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understood that in the completed case the lin-
Ing completely conceals the spring, so that the

latter and 1ts method of operation in retaining
the lid in open or closed position is invisible.

The operation is as follows: When the lid

1S 1n open position, the parts appear substan-
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tially as seen in full lines in Fig. 1 and in dot-

tion and yet the operation of the spring and

cam will not be interfered with by the lining

17. When the lid is in closed position, the
parts assume the position seen in full lines as
in Fig. 4, Whereby the Iid 1s held 3 In said po-
sition.

I desire to call Specml a,ttentlon to the novel

spring 10, since by the construction of the same
substantla,lly as seen in Figs. 1and 3 it will be
apparent that a spring of oreat sensitiveness
1s produced and yet one which will effectively
perform the function of holding the cover 6
In opened or closed position. '

It will be apparent that changes may be
made by those skilled in the art Wthh will
come within the scope of my invention, and I

do not, therefore, desire to be limited in every

ted lines-in Fig. 4, it being apparent that the
contact of the portlon 9 of the spring 10 with
the cam 7 serves to hold the lid in open posi-
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instance to the exact construction herein shown
and described.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Lietters
Patent, 1s—

In an eyeglass or spectacle case, a body, a
spring secured thereto and consisting of a cen-
tral portion, resilient portions extending In
opposite directions therefrom, said last-men-

tioned portions being bent reversely and ex-
tending toward each other, and having clench-
ing ends secured upon said body and a lid
hinged to said body, a cam on said lid engag-
ing the eentral portion of said spring.
WILLIAM E. BIRMINGHAM.
Witnesses: - |
JoHN A. WIEDERSHEIM,
E. HaAywaAarD FAIRBANKS.
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