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To all whom it MY CONCern:
Be it known that I, JosErPH S. SOUREK, acltl-

the township of Bath, in the county of Sum-

mit and State of Ohio, have invented a certain

new and useful Improvement in’ Bu ckles, of

- which the following is a complete speclﬁce-

10

tion.
My invention has relatlon to improvements

in buckles for retaining straps end similar |

articles.

The objects of my invention are to produce

a simple and serviceable buckle for holding

belts, &e which does not require perforatlon_

of the belt but the fastening element of which

s deswned to orasp the belt across its entire

width evenly and smoothly, thereby rendering
its grip on the belt stronger and reducing the

- liability of tearing or injury to the belt.
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~ similar reference-numerals indicate like parts
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Another object of my invention is to pro--

duce a buckle made in two pieces, each of
which 1s capable of being stamped from sheet
metal without any further operations, thereby
rendering 1ts ma,nufecture as cheapand sn:nple

as p0551b1e
To the accomphshment of the aforesaid ob-

jects my invention consists in the peculiar and
novel construction, arrangement, and combi-
nation of parts hereinafter described and then

specifically claimed, reference being had to
“the accompenymo‘ drawmﬂ's, ’for']:mmT a part

hereof.
In the accompanying drawings, in which

in the different figures, Figure 1isa plan view
of my buckle 1n plece on a belt; Fig. 2, a side
elevation of the same; Fig. 3, a view of the

- tongue of the buckle detached and Fig. 4, a

section of Fig. 3 at the line . Fig. 5 repre-
sents a plan view of the body portion of the

- buckle detached.
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In the drawings, 1 represents one end of a
belt of webbing or similar material, and 2 the
opposite end. The end 1 is atteched to the
buckle in a manner to be described later, and
its free end is held to the main belt by eyelets
This manner of fastening the end of the belt
is not arbitrary, as the end may be sewed to
the belt or fastened by any de31red or pre-
ferred means. _

" The main body porti_one of the buekle con- -

sistsof a sheet of thin metal having an abrupt
zen of the United Stetes, residing at Ghent in
edge 6 serrated to more ﬁrmly grasp the belt

inclined shoulder 5 and having its working

Wthh it is desw'ned to hold.
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By the term ' working edge ” is meant the -

‘edge which is adapted to press against the belt
| and compress it against the other member ef

the buckle, to be described.

In the main body portion 4 is an openmg 7 60_- B
which has extended from it at each end ex- |
tensions 8 and which occur on the mehned
side of the shoulder 5.

The rear portion of the body of the buckle
opposite the serrated edge is downwerdly in- 65
clined and afterward curved Upward as shown

clearly in Fig. 2.

The extensions 8, extendmcr from the main
openings in the belt buckle, are in alinement
with each other and through which is placed 70

a substantially reetena'ul‘tr tongue 9, having

its center open for a purpose to be stated and
having at one end oppositely-disposed lugsor
studs 10 The front working face . of the
tongue 9isinclined atanangle Sho'htly exceed- 75
ing forty-five degrees or about that amount.
The main portion of the tongue 9 1s of such a .
length as to just nicely pass throun'h the open-

ings 8 8 in the body portion. 4, and the tongue __
1S prevented from passing clear throuo*h by 8o

the lugs 10. The front inclined edge of_ the

tongue 9 is adapted when swung upwardly to-~

ward the serrated front edge of the portion 4
to pass in close proximity thereto sothat any

‘object, as a belt, placed between this inclined 85 -

face and the Workmg edge wﬂl be firmly

grasped between them.
In using this buckle therend 1 of the belt is -

passed Upwerd through the opening in the .
tongue 9 over the réar bar of the tongue and 9o

| down and nunder the body portion of the bue-

kle and is united by rivets or similar devices
to the main portion of the belt. The oppo-
site end of the belt after passing around any
object—as, for instance, a trunk, a number of 95
school-books, or any object which it is de-
signed to hold firmly by means of the belt-—is
passed up through the opening in the tongue

9 and over its front inclined face. The belt |
'is drawn as tightly as possible, and its return 100




I0

20

30

35

1s prevented by the jamming of the serrated

points against the face of the belt, causing it
to be held there against the inclined face of
the tongue 9 firmly and immovably. The
belt may be released readily by drawing up
the free end of the strap and raising the buc-
kle or by any lifting of the body of the bue-
kle upward, so as to swing the serrated points
free from engagement with the belt.

The rear portion of the body of the buckle
opposite the serrated points i1s downwardly
inclined with a view of resting on the belt
while 1n a strainad condition to cause the ser-
{)a‘rlged front edge to more firmly engage the

elt.

It 1s obvious that the more curvature in a

‘downward direction that is given to this por-

tion of the buckle the more firmly will the
serrated points engage the belt and crowd it
against the inclined face of the tongue 9.

It 1s obvious from the description hereto-
fore given that this buckle is capable of a
large number ot uses both from its simplicity
and its reliability in grasping and firmly hold-
ing a belt or similar article.

What T claim, and desire to secure bV Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. A buckle made up in two parts, one
whereof constitutes the main body portion of
the buckle provided with a slotted opening
therethrough, and having one working edge
provided with means to engage a strap, the
other portion of said buckle consisting of a
slotted frame, said frame being provided with
extended ears, and an abruptly - turned-up
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front edge arranged to pass through the slot
in sald main portion and to pivot on the pro-
Jjecting ears and to compress a belt between

the abrupt turned-up portion and the work-

ing edge of said main body portion, substan-

t1ally as shown and described.

2. A buckle consisting of a main body por-
tion provided with a slot, a slotted tongue to
pass through the slot in the main body por-
tion and to be retained In position by elon-
gated ears projecting from said tongue, said
tongue being provided with an abruptly-
turned-up front edge arranged to compress a

belt between the working edge of said main

body portion and itself, substantlally as shown
and described.

3. A buckle consisting of a main body por-
tion slotted transver sely to the line of the belt
to which it is to be attached, and having the
rear portion thereof offset from the line of the
belt, a slotted tongue to pass through the slot
in the body portion and pivot on ears project-
ing from said tongue, said tongue being pro-
vided with an abruptly-turned-up front edge
placed to compress a belt between itself and
the working edge of the main body portion of
the bUCL](%

In testimony that I claim the above I hel e-
unto set my hand in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses,

JOSEPH S SOUREK.

In presence of—
C. K. HouprHREY,
MAUDE ZWISLER.
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