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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, Wrnriam HeNrY F'ULLER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Abbe-
ville, in the parish of Vermilion and State of
Louisiana, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Checkreins, of Whlch the fol-
lowing is a specification.

This invention relates particularly to check-
reins, and has for its object to produce an im-
proved article of that kind the particular
characteristics of which are that it is a spring-
rein, extensible and limber, but, having means

whereby 1t may be made non—exten31ble 1f de-.

sired. Itis particularly advantageous in that
the spring allows movement of the horse’s
head in all directions, but tends to return the
same to the original position at all times. It
enables a horse to carry his head at ease and
avoids the numerous objections incident to the
use of rigid or non-extensible checkreins.

In the accompanying drawings an overcheck

1s illustrated.

Figure 1 is a side view thereof with the
spring extended. Fig. 2 is a side view show-
ing the rein so adjusted that 1t will not streteh,
and Fig. 3 1s a longitudinal section.

Referring specifically to the drawings, the
rein comprises a tubular leather housing 6,
sewed at one end to a loop 7, adapted to be at-
tached toa bridle. At the other end the hous-
ing is split to produce two flaps 8, which have
eyelets 9. Within the housing i1s a coiled
spring 10, of tempered wire, fastened at one
end to the loop 7 and at the other end to aloop

11, adapted to hook over the check-hook on

the harness-saddle. Projecting oppositely
from the stem of this loop are two buttons 12,

adapted to engage in the eyes of the flap when
desired. A rein so -constructed is perfectly
limber, and when the flaps of the leather hous-
ing are unbuttoned the spring is extensible

from the end of the housing, allowing the horse
to move his head up and down, but tending
constantly to return and hold his head to the
desired position. To produce a non-extensi-
ble rein, 1t is simply necessary to button the
flaps on the buttons of the loop. This puts

45

the tension on the leather housing and pre- -

vents stretching of the rein. The housing
also has the function of preventing the horse’s
mane from becoming tangled' in the spring.
By using a spring of sufficient flexibility the
horse will be given perfect liberty with his

head, and there 1s no danger of breaking the

rein, because 1t will spring out to any lencrth

p0351b1y incident to the movement of a horse’s
head. |

Although an overcheck 18 1llustrated the

invention may be applied to an under or 'side

check by using two of the reins in an obvious
manner. Also a core or strip of rubber may
be used instead of the coiled metallic spring.
The 1nvention 1s not limited to the exact use

illustrated, but the rein may be applied to

other parts of the harness—ifor example, itmay
be used as a martingale.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 15—

A checkrein comprising a flexible non-
elastic housing having an eyelet at one end,
an extensible spring within the housing, fixed
at one end thereto and having a button at the
other end engageable in the eyelet and loops
on the ends of the spring.

In testimony whereotf I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribihg witnesses.

WILLIAM HENRY FULLER

Witnesses:
JOHN B. Smaw,
C. A. SCHILLING.
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