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-~ To all whom it may CORCETTL!

Be it known that I, Harry W. PINKERTON,

' I‘BSldlnﬁ' at Rand{)lph county of Norfolk, and
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laces have been drawn taut to
shoe on the foot the ends of the laces are se-

State of Massachusetts, have invented a new
and useful Shoe-—Lacmg, of Whmh the follow-
ing 1S a specification.

My invention relates to 1mprovements n
shoe -lacings, and is applicable to the well-
known form of lace-shoes in which a lacing
passing through a series of eyelets in each of
the opposing eda‘es of the front part of the up-
per serves to retain the shoe on the foot of the

wearer. In this class of footwear after the
“brace” the

A common form of knot
employed is that known as the sincrle 7 knot
supplemented by that known as the *“double-
bow” knot. The knothas been heretofore an
objectionable feature, both with regard to the
time and patience required In tylntr and un-

cured by a knot.

~ tying it and with regard to its unsightly ap-
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pearance, for the necessary tension upon the
knot hashad a tencdency to give a reduced size
and strained appearance to the bow.

It is the purpose of my present invention to
provide an easy and rapid method of clasping
or fastening together the two ends of the lac-
Ing and at the same time to admit of a bow or
other ornamental Lnot of any desired tmm or
character.

My invention consists of a shoe-lacing, near

~one end of which is secured a clasp or fasten-

ing designed to engage with the lacing at a
point near its other end, the distance between
the first end and the clasp being sufficient to
admit of forming a loose bow which effectu-
ally conceals the clasp

My invention consists, further, of an im-
proved fastening device one member of which
holds the end of the lacing against the tension
imparted by the eyelets and the other member
of which controls the position and direction
of the said end of the lacing.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 gives a view of my improved lacing

passed through the eyelets of a shoe, but with

the fastening device unengaged and the bow
unformed. Flﬂ' 2 shows a partial view of the

50 lacing engaged Wlth the fastening device W1th

“tion with my lacing. _
tening device seen in Fig. 8 in its flat form

a bow‘ tormed and sewed thereto, the bow and
fastening device being seen from the rear.
Fig. 3 shows a rear view of the improved fas-
tening device which I prefer to use in connec-
Fig. 4 shows the fas-

before having been been bent into its final
shape. Fig. 5 is anend view of the fastening
device from the left hand in Fig. 3. Fig. 6

‘shows another form of fastening device which

may be used with my invention.

My invention in its simplest form, as shown
in Kig. 1, consists of a lacing A of suitable
length, to_which is attached a ¢lasp or fasten-

ing device B by stitches g, passing through

holes f in said fastening device, the latter be-
ing so positioned that the part of the lacing
¢’ 1s of sufficient length to be formed into a

.bow or other or namental knot, while the part
@*is of a length sufficient to pass through the

several lacmo'-eyelets of the shoe, engage the

clasp or fastening device, and after so en-

caging to constitute one ot the ends of the
bow It alacing without *“tags” or conﬁnmcr
devices at the ends is used, the end ¢’ may be
trimmed after lacmﬂ' to correspond in appear-
ance to the end @' and may be subsequently
trimmed as is rendered desirable by stretch ot
the lacing and by wear.

A desirable method of lacmo a shoe with
my improved lacing is that shown in Fig. 1,

which conswts 1N firs st inser tmg the end of the
lacing @° in the upper eyelet ¢ and drawing 1t
thr oucrh said eyelet until the fastening device
B is practically in contact with the eyelet.
The end of the lacing «¢° 1s then passed suc-
cesswelv through the eyolets &, e ¢, &, e, ¢,
and ¢. This method however 18 not a pa,lt
of my invention and may be varied.

The form of fastening device which I have
shown in Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 is died out 1n
the shape shown in Fw 4 trom a sheet of thin
steel or other smtable metal. The holding
member ¢ is then bent upward, and the posi-
tioning member ¢ is bent over till it nearly

touches the member .

been punched, the whole 1s preter ably tmned

or nickel- plated
In enﬁ'atrmcr the lacing with the clasp B the

end ¢* 1s

first b1 ought h om beneath under the

s
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2.

- member d and wedged between that member
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and the body part of the clasp by a G‘entle pull
toward the left in Fig. 2. The end o is then
passed under the member ¢ to impart to it the

desired 1nclination as one ot the ends of the
bow.

In Fig. 2 a desirable form ot my Invention
1S shown in which the end @' of the lacing is

initially tor med into a bow and per manently

attached to the fastening device by the stitches
¢, passing through the holes J. The width of

the center of the bow is preferably made suf-
ficient that the edges of the bow can be drawn
over and a little behmd the edges of the fas-
tening device to conceal the latter

In FIG 6 is shown another form of fastening
demce whmh can be used with my 1mpr0ved
lacing. It consists of a plate of split sole-
Teftther ., which can be Sewed to the lacm{r and
into which 1s riveted a device Lnown 1n the
art as the ** Pratt fastener ”—that is, a piece
of spring-wire of helical middle sectlon and
ends bent downward at an angle of ninety de-
ogrees to serve as retaining devices to hold the

tastening in the leather. The lacing is en-
oaged with -

tween the turns of the wire 4.
Having thus described my invention, I

claim as new and desire to secure by Lettels
30 Patent of the United States—

I. A shoe-lacing having attached to it, ata

bhis fastening bV inserting it be- |

749,904

point mtermedlate of 1its length, a tastenmo
uewce the lacing on one side ot the ia%tenmo
device bemcr adapted to form a bow, and the
lacing on the other side of the ia%temno cle-

vice bemo' adapted to codperate with the said

fastemnﬂ cdevice, after passing through the
eyelets of the shoe.

2. A shoe-lacing having at one end a bow

and a fastening demce the other end being

adapted to engage Wlth the fastening dewce
and become a part of the bow.

3. A shoe-lacing, one end of which is perma-
nently formed into a bow, with a fastening de-
vice attached to said bow and adapted to en-
gage with the lacing near its other end, after
tﬁe lacing has pa%sed through eyelets of the
shoe.

4. In combination with a shoe-lacing, a fas-
tening device, one member of which is adapt—
ed to engage and hold the lacing at a point
near one of 1ts ends, and the othel member
of which 1s adapted to support and position
the end of the lacing which is secured by
the first-mentioned member for the purposes
specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

HARRY W. PINKERTON.

Witnhesses:

[. WENEKEE (FAMMONS,.
M. A. PEDRICK.
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