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| To all whom it may concermn:

Be 1t known that 1. Jorx L. \{[GCORMICK

a 01t17en of the Unlted States, residing at Em—-
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den, in the county of Logan and State of 1li-

nois, have invented certain new and -useful

Improvements in Closures for Mail-Pouches:
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a Tull, clear, and exact description of the in-

“vention, which will enable others skilled in the
art to which 1t appertams to make and use the

same. |
This invention has reference to q, selt-lock-

ing head for mail- pouches; and 1t consists 1n |
_the novel construction and arrangement of the
frame parts comprising such head to permit

the locking of the parts thereof, which will
bemore tully hereimafter descrlbed and pomt—
ed out 1n the claims.

The object of the invention is to prowde 2
mail-pouch which will resist undue efforts to
open the same and to extract letters therefrom,

the parts thereof being simple and effective
in their construction and operation, strong

and durable, easily handled, -l‘eadily | 1111(161‘—-
stood and operated, and cheap in manufacture,

and, further, to avoid the use of padlocks,
| clasps and staples straps, &c., employed in

one way and another on the usual styles of
pouches.

I attain the objects herein by the constl uc-
tion illustrated in the accompanying drawings,
wherein numerals of reference indicate simi-
lar parts in the several views, and in which—

Figure 1 is a top plan view of the frame
partfs comprising the head of the pouch. Fig.
2 is an elevation of the head, the bag or pouch
shown in dotted lines. Fig. 3 18 a sectional
elevation takenonthelineY Y of Fig. 1. Kig.
4. 1s a top plan view of the head as it appears

when closed.
The mail-bag is i1llustrated in dotted lines

- appearing in Fws 2and 3 to show its relative
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“arrangement to the improved head therefor
and may be constructed in the ordinary form

of bag and of material generally used for such
bags, and the same is mdlcated as 1.
9 and 3 indicate metallic head-plates placed

opposite each other of suitable length and
depth, and to the opposite corners of each

5o plate and disposed in a vertical plane beneath

-upon their outer faces.

said ends are pwoted or hinged the free ends
of the plates 4 on the studs 5, designed to swing

tioned plates and beneath the same. The plates
4 are each provided with the hinged joint 6,
sustained by the studs 7 and provided with the

Inwardly in a plane parallel to the first-men-

ma,tchinn and 'abuttino legs 8, which 'when |

of the head as the parts are extended. |

The plates 2, 3, and 4 are designed to. be of
the same thlckness., but may be other wise, and
the arrangement of the opposite ends of the
plates 2 and 3 is to provide the pivots orstuds 5
As will be noted, the
plates 4 being adapted to fold inward, draw-
ing the bag ther ewith, (a,s it.is under stood the
head of the bag proper is suitably attached to
the plates 2, 3, “and 4 ,) and it being my aim
and one of the ob]ects of this invention to
bring the matching faces of the plates 2 and
3.0011tiguous, (see Fig. 4,) I must provide to
permit the plates 4 to fold beneath the lower

“edges of the plates 2 and 3, so providing the

pivots 5 upon the outside of the ends of the
plates 2 and 3 and the hinging of the free ends
of the plates 4 beneath the same. The plates
4 when folding inward upon their pivots or
hinges will bring the plates 2 and 3 contigu-

ous a,nd the plates 4 folded beneath the same.

For -the purpose of retaining the inner
hinged ends of the plates 4 in a 1elat1vely fixed
1:)0%113101’1 with reference to the plates 2 and 3
when closed and ‘to prevent their bulging that

portion of the bag adjacent upon opposite

sides, I have pr ovided the depending lugs or
plates 9 of the plates 2 and 3, (see Figs. 9 and

3,) against which the inner ends of the plates 4
| abut when the parts are folded and which re-

tain them in a r e]atlvehr fixed position, as sug-
gested. -
To the outer face ot the pla,te 218 Secured Q

casing 10, inclosing a suitable form of spring-
_' catch (not shown ) and adapted to automat—
- 1cally lock with such catch when the plates 2

and 3 are brought contiguous are studs or
bolts 11, extending laterally and inwardly
from the plate 3, which will pass through per-
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forations provided in the plate 2.  Uniform

locks and keys may be employed, so that any
one key inserted through the casing 10in the

1060 -
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usual manner will release the bolts 11 and per-

mit the parts of the head to be separated some-

what in the manner shown in Fig. 1. |

12 indicates a strap secured to the outer face
of plate 3, by means of which the bag may be
supported or suspended for the purpose of

filling the same with mail-matter.
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Any minor changes which would not ma-
terially affect the construction of my improve-
ment may be made and substituted for those

shown and described without in the least de--

parting from the nature and prmmple of my
invention.

The utility and adaptability of my improve-

ment being obviously apparent, it is unneces-
sary to further enlarge upon the same.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I clalm and desire to secure by Letters

Patent of the United States, is— .

1. A closure for mail- ba,ﬁ's COIIIpI'lSlI]G’ a
palr of main plates, and twWo pairs of hinged
end plates, each pair of end plates havmo*
their free ends pivoted to the ends of the
main platesatright angles thereto and adapted
to fold inwardly in the same longitudinal di-
rection of sald main plates and beneath the
same. -

2. A closure for mail-bags, comprising a
pair of oppositely-disposed main plates, and
two pairs of end plates hinged together, their
free ends pivoted to matching ends of the op-
positely-disposed main plates, the pivotal con-

~ nections between the said end and main plates
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being at points removed from the outer faces
of the said main plates, and the end plates

lying beneath the main plates to permit the

same to fold in planes parallel with the main
plates and thereby bring the matching faces
of the main plates contwuous

3. A closure for ma,ll-baﬂ‘s, comprising op-

positely - disposed main plates, hinged end
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plates having their free ends pivoted to the
ends of the main plates at right angles thereto

| and adapted to fold mwa,rdly in p]a,nes par-

allel with the main plates and beneath the
same, and means on the main plates for hold-
ing the end plates in a relatively fixed posi-

tion when the main plates are contiguous.

4. A closure for mail-bags, comprising a

pair of oppositely-disposed main plates, and
two pairs of end plates hinged together, their

free ends pivoted to matching ends of the op-

positely-disposed main plates, the pivotal con-
nections between the said end and main plates
being at points removed from the outer faces
of the main plates and the end plates lying
beneath the main plates to permit the same
to fold in planes parallel with the main plates
and thereby bring the matching faces of the
mailn plates contiguous, and depending lugs
from the bodies of the main plates with which

the bodies of the end plates abut, as and for
the purposes set forth.

5. A closure for mail-bags, comprising op-
positely - disposed main plates, hinged end
plates having their free ends pivoted to the
ends of the main plates at right angles thereto
and adapted to fold inwardly in planes par-
allel with the main plates and beneath the
same, means on the main plates for holding
the end plates in a relatively fixed position
when the main plates are contiguous, and lock-
ing members of said main plates arranged in

manner described and for the purposes set
forth.

In testimony whereof T affix my swnatule
In presence of two withesses.

JOHN L. McCORMICK.

Witnesses:

C. E. STOoNE,
CHas. W. LA PorTe.
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