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To m?i w/bfmb bt may f"‘()mce? 7%

Be it known that I, Taomas H. EDMO‘\IDS
citizen of the United Sta,tes residing at Wrash-
ington; in'the District of (Jolumbla, have in-
vented new and useful Improvements in Illu-
minated Sign or Number Plates for Automo—
Jlle*LampS, of which the tollowmo 1S a'specl-
fication. | |

This invention 1elates to a 810‘11 or numbel
plate and -an attaching and 1101(]1110‘ device
adapted to be ap-phed to lanterns or lamp% for
automobiles, carr 1&0’68 blcycles or other ve-
hicles.

The object 01: my invention is to provide a

simple and convenient device which may be

readily attached to or detached from a lantern
of a vehicle for displaying a number or a name
by means of a white or red light.

In carrying out my 11:11?*611131011 I place the

letters or numerals of the sign upon a plate of
‘mica,

olass, celluloid, or other transparent or

- tr ans]ucent material, or I may cut the numer-
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“shown in Fig. 1.

als or letters in a metal plate which will per-
mit the light to shine through. T also use a
sign or number plate havmc" a central open-
ing for the light to shine throucrh and with the

numbers or lettel son the plate adjacent to the
I also make the sign or number plate
with an inner reﬂectmﬁ'—surface '

30

opening.

The matter constituting my 1nvent1011 here-
in will be set forth in the claims.
The detalls of construction of my improved

“device are illustrated in the accompanymw

drawings, in which—

Flcrule 1 represents a perspective view of
a lam];} or lantern with a sign or number plate
and my attaching device applied thereto. Fig.
2 represents a top plan view of one form of
my attaching and holding device detached
from the lantern. Kig. 3
view thereof. Fig. 4 representsa perspective

view of a modlhca,tlon of the attaching and
~ holding device. Fig. Dleplesent%adetallVlew'

%ll()WlIlG a slight modlhcamon |

To th-? lanteln A 1s secured "the atta,chmcr
and holding device B for supporting the sign

or number plate C in front of the lantern, as
The attaching and holding

device B 1s preferably made of a suitable
50 length of wire which is bent centrally to form

receiving a holding-nut .

represents a side

the. Vohe Z) whlch is to embrace the neck ¢ of
the lantern, and the two side wires d & are
bent backward to form the two eyes §’ at the
anﬂ']es or rear end of the yoke.
wires d d are folded over the sides of the yoke

‘and are extended forward to form the sup-

porting-arms for the sign or number plate.

treme outer ends of said armsare bent upward

‘to form the hooks 7 7, as shown in Figs. 1 and
192. The hooks f are for the purpase’ of en-
oaging with holes ¢, either in the frame or
~directly 1n the number-plate C. - The outer

ends of the arms instead of being bent upward
to form the hooks 7 may be bent outward to

form the projections ', as shown in Fig. 5,

which projections may be screw-threaded for
To the side wires
d 1s applied the cross-brace ¢, which may be
a wire bent at its ends around the wires .
When the attaching and holding device B is
applied to the lantern, the curved yoke 4 will
embrace -or partly encirele the neck ¢ of the
lantern, and then a screw-bolt A is inserted

_throuﬁ'h the eyes /' and a nut 2’ screwed onto
the threaded end, as shown 1n Fig. 2. o
The side wires dof the devme will rest upon

the top of the door-frame or rim of the lan-

tern and project forward in front of the door
a sufficient distance for supporting in front of

the light the number-plate C. The number-

The two side
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At their forward ends the side wires & d are
"bent at right angles outward to form the |
laterally - e*{tendmﬂ‘ arms ¢ ¢, and the ex-
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plate C may be slid in the grooved guideways

d' in the frame D, which is provided at its top
with holes ¢, with which are engaged the hooks

7, as shown 1n Fig. 1. Holes ¢ may be made
directly in the number-plate C for engage-

ment with the hooks 7 or with the outwardly-
bent and screw-threaded end 7' of the arms e.

The number-plate C may be made of glass,
mica, celluloid, or other transparent or trans-

lucent material and painted on one surtace,

so as to leave the numerals F plain and clear

for transmitting the light of the lamp. Inthis

case the paint or othel coating will be opaque.
In case a metal number plate C is used the

numbers may be cut in the metal, the material
being cut out to represent the numbers or let-

ters and permit the light to shine through.
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the cross-bar e

2.

The letters or numbers may be of red glass or

.other material which will show a red lwht

In the modified construction of my attach-
ing and holding device B, Fig. 4, an enlarged
yoke b 1s provided and so a;rranged as to partly
encircle the body of the lantern just behind
the door-frame, the wire being coiled at the
ends or angles of the yoke to form the eyes
/' and then extended on both sides approxi-

mately at right angles to the yoke to form the

supporting-arms ', which are bent at their
outer ends to form the laterally-extending

~arms ¢, at the outer ends of which the wire is

bent to form the engaging cross-bar ¢”’. In

this construction the engaging hooks instead
of being applied to the outer ends of the sup-
porting-arms will be applied to the number-
plate or its fraﬂg}e and caused to engage with
scope of my invention to apply engaging hooks
elther at the outer ends of the supporting-

arms of the holding device or to the number-

plate or its frame. In either case my attach-
ing and holding device serves to support the
number- platein front of the lamp, so that the
numbers will be illuminated by the light.
This modified construction of attaching and
holding device is provided more particulfarly
for lanterns or lamps which do not havea neck

or chimney at the top. The yoke & having
‘been adjusted to the body of the lantern Just
behind the door-frame, the screw-bolt 4, such

as shown in Fig. 2, will be passed through the

eves b at the top of the lantern-body and se-

cured in place by a nut. ~

My attaching and holding device can be
quickly apphed to a lamp or lantern and se-
cured in place by the secrew-bolt A and nut 2’
and then the sign or number plate C hung upon
the supporting-arms, as above described.

This device 1s very convenient for applica- |
tion to the lamps of automobiles, carriages, |
-~ and other vehicles and is quite effective for dis- |

playing the number of the vehicle at night.

It is within the spirit and |

749,779

Having described. my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
15—

1. The combination with a lamp or lantern,
of an attaching and holding device constructed
with an embracing-yoke, having eyes at its
outer. ends, two outwardly - projecting arms

having bent ends, and a sign or number plate
‘having holes adapted to be engaged with said
‘bent ends, substantially as described.

2. The combination with a lamp or lantern,
of an attaching and holding device constructed

with an embracing-yoke, having eyes at 1ts

outer ends, two outwardly - projecting arms

having bent ends, a securing-bolt and nut in
the eyes, and a sign or number plate having

‘holes adapted to be engaged with said bent

ends, substantially.as described.

3. Inadevicefor holding anilluminated sign
or number plate for lamps, an attaching and
holding device, consisting of a wire bent cen-

trally to form an embracing-yoke, coilled or

bent upon 1itself to form eyes at the angles of
the yoke and recurved or folded on each side

‘along the sides of the yoke to form support-

ing-arms, and sald arms having their outer

‘ends bent to engage with a slgn or number
plate, substantially as described.

4. The combination with a lamp or lantern,
of anattaching and holding device constructed

-with a yoke adapted to embrace part of the
lantern and having eyes for recelving a secur-

ing-bolt, two arms prOJectlng outward beyond

‘the eyes and having meéans at their outer ends
for engaging with and supporting a sign or
‘number plate, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

THOS. H. EDMONDS.

Witnesses:
E. B. CLaARk,
WILLARD H. MYRERS.

45

50

55

6o

70

75

30




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

