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To all whom it ma;ycana@rn: -
Be it known that I, Trmomas M. McKER, a citi-

Indiana; have invented new and useful Im-

provements in Convertible Table-Desks; and

I do declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, refer-
ence being had totheaccompanying drawings,
and to the letters of reference marked there-
on, which form a part of this specification.
My invention relates to articles of furmture
that are designed to be employed as combina-

 tion library tables and desks; and the inven-

. 20

tion has reference particularly to table-tops

or upper portions, of which partsthereof are

designed to be employed as the desk-cabinets

and of which parts are convertible into the

desk or writing-table. .
~ The object of the invention is to provide a
convertible table-desk that may be cheaply

constructed, that may be easily manipulated,
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- pended claims.

and instantly and completely transformed

from a table to a desk, or vice versa.

The invention consists in a table having an
improved two-part top, of which one part 1s
fixed and the other part ismovable and adapt-
ed to be dropped below the plane of the fixed
part and also removed laterally from the fixed
part and means whereby the movable part

may be controlled and maintained in the de-
sired operative positions relative to the fixed
part; and the invention consists also 1n the
novel parts and in the combination and ar-

rangement of parts, as hereinafter particu-
larly described, and pointed out'in the ap-

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 per-

' spectively illustrates the article as when con-

45

verted into a desk, as it may be constructed

subject to slight modifications illustrated in
other views: Fig. 2, a vertical central sec-
tional view longitudinally of the path of mo-

tion of the movable part, the top being ar-

ranged as a table and having supporting-legs
(shown as broken away) inlieu of the cabi-

net-base illustrated.in Fig. 1; Fig. 3, a frag-

 mentary sectional view similar to thatin Fig.

9, showing a side elevation of supports for

- 59 the movable part of the top, the latter being
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xed part, as when

slightly removed from the

pOiSEd iIl & neutra,lz IPOSitiOIl; Flg 4::' an end

elevation of supports for the movable part of
the top; Fig. 5, a longitudinal central verti-
cal sectional view of the article arranged asa
desk: Fig. 6, a fragmentary sectional view of

the forward portion of the article arranged

as a table; and Fig. 7, a fragmentary top
plan view with the top board of the movable
6o
‘the movable part in the positions assumed

part omitted, showing the operative parts of

when arranged as a desk. . |

Similar reference characters in the draw-
ings indicate corresponding parts in the sev-
eral views thereof. - -
~ In the description the table-top will be un-
derstood ‘as including the desk-cabinet and

‘the corresponding movable part and portions

thereof as being distinctive from the support-
ing part and frame thereof. S
TIn construction the supporting part of the
article may comprise either an inclosed base
arranged as a cabinet, as in Kig. 1, or suitable
legs and frame, as in Figs. 2, 5, and 6. The
cabinet-base is pyramidal and comprises four

and rear casings b, and at one side are draw-
ers ¢ and ¢ and doors d, while similar conven-
jences may be arranged in the opposite side.
Instead of the above construction legs /' may
be employed, which obviously may be suit-
ably braced. At the upper portions of the

| stand or supporting parts is a suitable frame
attached thereto, comprising a. horizontal

portion g, to which the top parts of the ta-

ble as a-whole may be removably attached
by suitable means, as will be understood.
The top parts are either built upon or con-

nected with and supported by means of a suit-
able base-frame comprising portions A and
portions A’ in a plane just above the portion
A, this base-frame being adapted to be at-
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‘corner-posts @, two opposite paneled front
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tached to either one of the stands above de-

scribed. The top is divided transversely,

forming a part fixed to the base-frame and a.
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part connected movably by means of suitable

devices with the base-frame. The fixed part

.has Sides B, &Ild tvhe mOV&b]_e part. ha’S SidES B;' :

Suitable corner-pieces C C' may be attached
to the sides, and a back B? is usually attached
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- to and the movable part has a top board I)..
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to the sides B or to the corner-pieces (Y. The
fixed part has a top board D attached there-

attached thereto, the two top boards being in

the same plane as one board when the article
1s arranged as a table. The fixed part has a
floor-board E, and immediately at the front

of the floor-board is a supplemental top board
E', which, as shown in Fig. 1, may be com-
posed of two separate pieces and which may

also be composed of a single board, as in Figs.

2 and 5. The sides B, back B top board D,
and floor K are all connected together. The
movable part is provided either with a hinged
front I or with a front F', permanently con-
nected with the sides B’ and top board I, the
front F' being permissible when a rather high

stand 1s employed, but would be obstructive

on a low stand and interfere with the knees of
the writer seated at the desk. The interior of

the fixed part of the top is provided with suit-

able compartments or cabinet-receptacles suit-
able for desks, as by means of partitions 4

and one or more drawers s, arranged above the
floor E. | |

The movable part of the top is supported
and 1ts movements controlled by means of a
plurality of arms two at each side of the table-
desk, as arms G G’, pivoted substantially to
the base of the top, preferably to the portions
A’, and movable radially in vertical planes,
the opposite or swinging ends of the arms be-
Ing pivoted substantially to the movable part,
at the upper portions thereof. As preferably
arranged,specifically a pair of the arms are con-
nected by pivots & to a plate H, having a flange
7, the plate being attached to the portion A’
or to any other suitable part of the base. A
plate H' is attached to the inner side of a side
B" and is also connected by pivots 7 to the
swinging ends of the arms G ’. Thus the
connections may be made to operate precisely.
The arms are so arranged that when standing
perpendicularly, as they may,the board I’ will
be somewhat removed from the board D and
also be in a higher plane, as illustrated in Fig.
3, so that by the force of gravity the movable
part will be held against the fixed part of the
top and will be partially supported thereby.
as will be seen in Fig. 2. Tt will be seen that
the plates H and H’ are in different vertical

planes, so that when the arms G G are moved |

to horizontal positions the two plates may lie

in the same horizontal plane with the arms be-
tween them.

The front F is provided with hinges m m '

at 1ts lower edge, which are attached to the
portion A of the base, so that the front may
swing forwardly and downwardly from its

upright position, and the front is connected

with the top board D’ by means of astrip «,

- attached thereto, and a hinge-plate I, attached
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to the strip, together with a guide-bar J,
which is connected to the plate I by a pivot

or hinge pin p, the guide-bar extending into

249,600

an opening ¢ in a guide-block K, that is se-
cured to-the inner face of the front board F.
If preferred, a pair of the sliding connections
may be employed, asindicated in Fig. 7. Any

sultable-device may be employed for support-
ing the arms G G’ in their horizontal posi-

tions, as the ends of the front piece of the
base part A, projecting slightly beyond the
side pieces thereof.

It will be understood various modifications
may be made in the details of construction of
the various parts and that other devices than
the pivoted arms may be employed for sup-
porting and controlling the positions of the
movable part of the two-part top within the
scope of my invention. |

~ In practical use, assuming that the article
1s arranged as a desk, as in Figs. 1 and 5, the
movable part may be lifted readily if the op-
erator stand at the front of the desk until the
arms ( (' assume upright positions, as in
Fig. 3, when the part will be poised upon the

‘arms slightly higher than the fixed part. Then

a slight push will cause the movable part to

approach the fixed part and then descend

agalnst the same by the force of gravity, as
i Kig. 2 and in dotted lines in Fig. 3. In
elevating the movable part the guide-bar J
will, 1n connection with the guide-block K,
swing the front ¥ to an upright position, the
bar sliding in the block. The barsand blocks
when used in pairs also prevent twisting move-
ments of the movable top in operation. By
merely drawing the movable part of the top
torwardly the article may be instantly con-
verted again into a desk, the movable part

‘descending by the force of gravity after pass-

ing 1ts poised position. It will be observed

‘that the board E' forms part of the writing-

table, thus supplementing the top board D’
when arranged as a low desk or writing-table.
Having thus described my invention, what
I claim 1s— |
1. A convertible table-desk comprising a
frame, a stationary top part, a movable top

Ppart, and two pairs of arms normally standing

1n Inclined planes and pivoted to the frame and
also to the movable top part and coOperating
with the stationary top part thereby support-
ing the movable top part jointly by means of
the arms and the stationary top part. the arms
permitting the movable top part to be de-
pressed at either side of the vertical positions

of the arms. ,
2, A convertible table-desk comprising a

frame provided with a pair of pivoting-plates
each having a pair of pivots attached thereto,
two pailrs of isolated arms mounted on the
pivots, a movable top part pivoted tothe arms,
and a stationary top partattached to the frame,
the arms being adapted to be inclined and to
hold the movable top part against the station-
ary top part in which position the movable

| top part 1s supported jointly by the arms and

the stationary top part, the arms permitting
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part by the inclination of
force of gravity.

749,609

the movable top part to be depressed at either
side of the vertical positions of the arms.

3. ‘A convertible table-desk comprising a
frame, a stationary top part having a project-

ing bottom and having sides extending below

the projecting bottom, pivoting-plates secured
to the opposite sides of the frame in a plane
below the projecting bottom,radially-movable
arms pivoted to the outer sides of the pivot-
ing-plates, a pair of the arms at each side of
the frame and having an upper plate pivoted to
the ends thereof at the sides opposite to the
pivoting-plates, and a movable top part se-
cured to the upper plates at the sides thereot
opposite to the movable arms, said arms be-
ing normally inclined, and said top part be-
ing normally held against the stationary top
sald arms and the

4. A convertible table-desk comprising a.
frame, a stationary top part fixed to the frame,
stationary plates attached to the frame, radi-

ally-movable arms pivoted to the stationary

plates, a movable top part provided with a
hinged guide-bar at the upper forward por-
tion thereof and having plates attached to the
inner faces of the sides thereof pivoted to the
movable arms, a front pivoted to the frame,
and a guide-block secured to the front and

30 slidingly engaging the guide-bar.

5. In a convertible table-desk, the combina-

5

tion of a framie, a stationary top part, & mov-
able top part, and supporting means for the
movable top part comprising a pair of sta-
tionary pivoting-plates extending along the
sides of the frame and having flanges bearing
upon upper surfaces of the frame, a pair of
pivoting - plates secured to the movable top
part, and two pairs of arms pivoted to the sta-
tionary plates and also to the pivoting-plates,

‘whereby the movable top part may be held
against the stationary top part and partially

supported thereby. |
6. Ina convertible table-desk, the combina-

‘tion with a frame having a hinged front and

with a movable top part, of a pair of station-

‘ary plates secured to the frame, a pair of piv-

oting-plates secured to the movable top part,
two pairs of radially-movable arms pivoted to

‘the stationary plates and also to the pivoting-

plates, a plurality of guide-blocks attached to

‘the inner sides of the hinged front, and a plu-

rality of guide-bars hinged to the upper for-
ward portion of the movable top part and
slidingly engaging the guide-blocks, substan-
tially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

o THOMAS M. McKEE.
Witnesses: |

Wwu. H. PAaYxNE,
E. T. StLvrus.
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