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To all whom it may concermn: .. . _.
Be it known that I, OrTo NicHOLAS HOFF-

MAN, a citizen of the United States, and a resi-

dent of St. Johnsville, in the county of Mont-

gomery and State of New York, have invented

a new and Improved Jar-Closure, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription. - .

This invention relates to closuresfor fruit-
jars or other similar packing-receptacles, and
has for its object to provide novel details of
construction for a jar-closure which are very

simple, durable, inexpensive, easy to apply
“and release, and that will effect a reliable air-

tight fastening of a fruit or other jar after
filling the same and dispense with the use ot

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of parts, asis here-

inafter described, and defined in the appended

claims. - . SR
~ Reference is tobe had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a partof thisspecification,

in which similar eharacters of reference indi-

cate corresponding parts in all the figures.
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the 1m-

provement applied upon a.jar to seal 1t. . Fig.

9 is a vertical sectional view substantially on.

the line 2 2 in Fig. 1.. Fig. 3 is a sectional

side view substantially on the line 3 8 in Fig.
1: and Fig. 4 is a side view of the upper por-

tion of a jar, showing a modified construction
of the closure device. - '

The impr.ovemer_lt'may be ai)plied to sheet- |
‘metal cans or to jars of clay or glass con-
structed essentially as shown embodying the

following details:

The body 5 of the jar, which is eylindrical

and may have any desired capacity, 1s open
at the upper end and provided with an in-
wardly and upwardly projected annular flange
5% that forms the rim of the jar-mouth. The

inward and upward disposal of the flange 5%

affords a flat annular seat @ directly above
the side wall of the jar for the reception of

the circular pliable joint-ring 6, formed of
“rubber or other available material. The lid

7 for the closure of the open mouth of the
jar 5 is preferably of the same material as

50 the body of the jar, is circular peripherally

and mainly flat, and has a depending flange.
b at its circular edge of such diameter as will
permit the flange to seat upon the joint-ring
6 when the jar is to be closed, the lower face

of the flange & being level, and thus adapted

to bear equally on the entire surface of the

joint-ring.

The improved means for clamping the lid 7
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upon the joint-ring 6 is preferably construct-

ed of two pieces, comprising & four-armed
yvoke 8 and a bail-clamp 9. The yoke 8 1s-
preferably formed of resilient sheet or plate.

metal having four arms 8% that radiate from

8 common center and are equally spaced apart,

so that they are alined in pairs, as shown 1n

TFig. 1.  Twoofthe oppositely-projected arms
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8* are provided with a depending leg 8°, said

legs having equal length and being adapted.to
seat within shallow depressions or pockets ¢,
formed in the upper surface of the lid 7 at an

two similar upwardly-turned keeper-ears 8 are

formed and the length of said arms 1s so pro-

portioned that the ears may project slightly
outside of the periphery of the lid 7 when the
yvoke is in place thereon.

" Across the bottom wall ofthe jar 5, in 1ts
outer side and intersecting the center thereof,

a chaniel ¢ is formed of suitable dimensions

to permit the complete embedment of the
cross-bar 9° therein when the bail-clamp 9 1s

‘to be put into service. At the upper end of

each side bar 9* a coupling-loop 9¢is formed,

these loops being shaped to receive the keeper-
ears 8°.  The length of the side bars 9* and

coupling-loops 9° together is such that when
the yoke 8 is mounted upon the lid 7 and the
legs 8° on said yoke have seated engagement
within the pockets ¢ it will require manual
compression applied upon the upper side of

The bail-clamp 9.
is preferably formed of wire-rod material and
is bent at two points d, so as to provide two
,paral]lael side bars 9%, spaced apart by the cross-
‘bar 9°. : - S

70

equal distance from the .center of said lid.
Upon the ends of the other pair of arms 8"
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the arms 8%, whereon the ears 8° are formed, :

to effect an engagement of the loops with the
keeper-ears. =~

To conveniently apply the fastening device
after the jar has been filled and the lid is placed
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thereon over the joint-ring 6, the loop mem-
ber 9° on one of the side bars 9* is engaged by
an appropriate keeper-ear 8, and simultane-
ously the legs 8" are seated in the pockets c.
Pressure is now applied upon the other arm
8% so as to spring it toward the lid 7, and at

“the same time the adjacent loop 9¢ is manipu-

lated so as to hook it over the depressed arm.

It will be seen that this operation is very con-

venlent and is quickly effected, resulting in
putting such draft strain on the bail-clamp as
will render the side bars thereof taut and

clamp the lid 7 securely upon the joint-ring 6,
which will be so compressed by the flange 4 on

the lid 7Tas to insure an air-tight joint between
sald lid and the jar-body 5. To release the

clamping device from the lid of the jar, either
ear 8° may be unhooked from the arm 8*it is
engaged with by depressing said arm and at
the same time giving the engaged loop 9° an
outward pull, which will obviously release the
bail-clamp from the four-armed yoke.

In Fig. 4 a slight modification is shown,
which consists in forming a hinge-joint be-
tween the end of one of the arms 8*and a re-
spective coupling-loop 9° by forming a tubu-
lation 8¢ on the end of said arm in place of an
ear 8° and engaging said tubulation with the
coupling - loop, whereby the device will be
adapted for quick attachment upon a jar and
disconnection, as may be desired, the operation

being essentially as hereinbefore described.

Having thusdescribed myinvention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent—
1. Ajar-closure, embodying a yoke havinga

plurality of arms, two of said arms pressing |

on the jar-lid, and a bail-clamp embracing the
bottom and sides of the jar, the upper ends of
said clamp detachably engaging the other arms
of the yoke. ' |

2. A jar-closure, embodying a yoke having
arms, two of said arms having depending legs

749,674 - !

seating on the jar-lid, and a bail-clamp adapted
to longitudinally embrace the jar, the ends of
sald clamp having detachable engagement with
the other arms of the yoke. | |

3. A jar-closure, embodying a four-armed
yoke of resilient metal, two of said arms hav-
ing depending legs adapted to seat on the jar-
lid, and a bail-clamp longitudinally embracing
the Jar, the ends of said clamp having loops

adapted to engage the ends of the other arms
on the yoke. | * -

4. The combination with a jar-body, and a
lid thereon, of a closure device, comprising a
resilient yoke having four arms, two of said
arms seating 1n pockets in the lid, and a clamp
formed of wire, bent to embrace the jar lon-
gitudinally, the upper ends of the clamp hav-
ing loops that detachably engage the ends of
the other pair of arms.

5. The combination with a jar-body and a
lid thereon, the jar having a transverse groove
in its bottom wall, and the lid being provided
with two pockets disposed oppositely, of a clo-
sure cevice,comprising aresilient yoke formed
of plate metal, and having four evenly-spaced
arms, two of said arms having similar depend-

‘ing legs, and the other arms being provided

with upturned keeper-ears on their ends, and a
rectangular looped bail-clamp formed of wire,
the upper ends of the clamp having loops
thereon, the looped lower end of the clamp
seating In the groove in the jar-bottom, the
upper loops engaging the keeper-ears when
the yoke is pressed toward the lid and presses
sald Iid upon the jar. .

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
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to this specification in the presence of two sub-

scribing witnesses.
OTTO NICHOLAS HOFFMAN.
- Witnesses: |

O. M. ErLrs,
L. L. CaswELL.
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