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Ta all whom it may concern:

~ Be it known that I, GEORGE AGOBIAN, a (:1131—-
zen of Turkey, remdmo' at the city of New
borough of Manhattan county and.
State of New York have mvented certain new

York,

and usetful Improvements in Match—Boxes of

~ which the following is a SDeclﬁca,tlon
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-The object-of my invention is to promde a
new and improved match-box which 1s simple

in construction and operation and .1s so con-
structed that only a single match can be re-
moved at a time, thus pr eventmﬁ* mdlscrlml-
nate waste of matches. S -

~ With the match-box is combmed 8 010"&1'-'_ '
cutter for cutting off the tip of the cigar in
‘the same operation of delivering a match

In the accompanying dra,wmﬂ‘s in which

like letters of reference indicate hhe parts in
all the figures, Figure 1is a vertical longitudi--
nal sectional view of my improved match-box.

Fig. 2 1s a sectional plan view of the same.
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This box is preferably made of cast metal,

but may as well be made of sheet metal or
It is provided with a recep-

other material.
tacle or hopper A for recelving the matches,

- which hopper has acover B, provided at one
o end with a tooth or tenon B’ which extends:
1n a suitable socket or holein the rear wall of
~ the hOppeI
cages a tenon B* on the front wall of the
'hopper and can be locked in place by a slid-

At the front end the cover en-

ing spring-latch B’ of any suitable construc-
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tmn
pressed down upon the match‘es]in the hopper
by a helical spring €', resting on the hopper,

and having its upper end within a hollow pro--

tuberance or head D on the cover-plate B.
The front and rear walls.of the hopper are

curved and made converging, as shown at' K

40 and E/, so as to guide and conduct the matches

to the bottom of the hopper, at which a slot is
formed. A fluted roller K, preferably cov-
ered with soft rubber, is mounted trans-

versely—that is,. parallel with the matches in

the hopper—in such a manner that it can rock

- to and fro, said roller being a short distance

~above the bottom slot of the hopper.

Be-
neath the hopper a sliding plate (> is mounted
to re¢iprocate from front to rear and i1s drawn
toward the rear by a

A follower C, fitting in the hopper, is.

spring H, attached to | out.

| said plate and to a suitable fixed support.

This plate i1s provided with a slot J, parallel

with and directly beneath the slot in the hop- -
per, the rear edge of this slot being prefer-

ably beveled. This slot J is of such width
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that only one match can pass into the same.
The front edge of the slot is made at right

angles to the top and bottom of the slot.

A

knife-edge K is formed at the bottom of the

of the slot J when the plate (+ is in its nor-
mal condition, for a pur pose that will be set

. torth her emafter

The sliding plate G rests and slides upon a

fixed plate L provided with a slot L/, through
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which two cam-arms M project from a rock-
ing shaft N beneath said plate L, and against -
these cam-arms the rear edge ot the shdm,,_,
plate (= is pressed by the S_pring.H, which 1s

A

preferably located between the cam-arms.

curved arm O is attached to one end of the -

| roch-shaft N and extends up to a front corner

of the casing, where it is provided with a fin-
oer -p]a,te 0.
lines in Fig. 1) is secured on the shaft of the

An arm P (shown in dotted
75
‘rocking fluted roller F and is connected by a

connecting-rod P’ with the arm O. An in-
clined ﬂ'ulde-plate Q, beneath the fixed plate

extending flanges Q.

L and sliding plate (z, has its upper end di-
rectly below the front edcre of the plate ( and
at its lower end is pr 0V1ded with - upwar dly-’ :
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Anotch Q° ior 1nser tlnﬁ' the ﬁnﬁ'el 1S formed

‘in the front lower edge of the. o'mde plate Q.
- When the device is s also to be used for cut-:
ting off the top of a cigar, a fixed blade R,
"havmﬂ' a hole R’ for receiving the top of the' ;;

cigar, projects from the front of the casing -
directly above the sliding plate G+, and at the

front edge of said shdmcr plate & a steel blade

S is secured for cutting oft the top In conjunc-

tion with the blade R A removable tray T
or box for the tips that have been cut off is
placed in the lower part of the device.

The operation is as follows: When the plate
(+ is in the normal posttion, its slot J 1is closed
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by the plate L, the front edﬂ'e of which is di-

rectly 1n front of the front edcre of the slot J,

thus preventing the matches r om droppmo‘
When a match 1s desired, the IGVGI O1s 100

hopper directly in advance of the front edge 6o
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pressed downward, causing the arms M to
press the plate (= toward the front, whereby
the slot J is brought in front of the front edge
of the plate . and the match in the slot is
also carried forward, and when said slot passes
beyond the front edge of the plate 1. the match
a drops down upon the upper end of the in-
clined plate Q and slides upon the same until
1ts rests against the flanges Q. It can then
easilly be picked  off by means of a finger

passed through the slot Q. When the lever

O is released, “the spring H pulls back the slid-
ing plate (3 and by the action of said plate on
the cams M the lever O is swung upward.

Kvery time that the lever O is depressed the
fluted roller ¥ is rocked forward, and when
the lever O is released and swung upward the
fluted roller F is rocked to the rear, and thus

tends to keep the matches in the hoppel par-
allel with each other and also with the slot J,
and thus greatly facilitates the proper dehv—
ering of the. matches into said slot J.
Although the slot J is made of such width
as to adapt it to receive only one match of or-

dinary width, it sometimeshappens, especially |

1f a smaller match. is in the slot, that a second
match also rests partly in this slot, and when
the plate - is moved forward thissecond match
rides up on the knife-edge K and is thus re-
moved from the slot. When the plate G 1s
In the position of rest, there is always one
match in the slot J, and when said plate (3 is
moved forward this match drops out of the
slot, and when the plate G returns to its nor-
mal position another match passes into the
slot, and so on.

In case 2 cigar-tip 1s to be cut off the cigar
1s held vertically in such a manner that the
tip is within the hole R’ in the blade R, and
when the plate G moves to the front the blade
S on said plate cuts off the projecting tip, which
drops through the notch (" in the plate Q into
the box T. This device 1s not only adapted
for delivering matches, but equally as well
for toothplcks and for such use 1t has the ad-
vantage that a toothpick is never handled be-
fore it 1s delivered to the user,-as the user is
not compelled to pick his toothpick out of a

~quantity and touch sever al before he selects
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one.
Having described my mventlon whatIclaim

as new, and desire to secure by Tetters Patent,
15—

749,600

1. The combination with a hopper, having
a bottom slot, of a sliding plate mounted be-
neath the hopper, and having a slot parallel
with the slot in the hopper, a fluted roller

mounted in the hopper, parallel with and above

the slot,” a lever for moving the sliding plate
beneath the hopper, and means for rocking
the fluted roller from the lever for moving the

sliding plate, substantially as set forth. |
2. The combination with ahopper, provided

with a slot In its bottom, of a fluted roller

mounted parallel with and above said slot, a
sliding plate beneath the hopper, and provided

with a slot parallel with the slot, in the hop-
per, a spring acting on sald plate to move the
same toward the rear, a supporting-plate be-
neath said sliding plate an inclined receiving-
plate at the front cend of said supportmcr—plate
and means for simultaneously moving the slid-
ing plate and working the fluted rollel sub-
stantm,lly as set forth. |

3. The combination with a hopper having a
slot in its bottom, of a fluted roller mounted

in the hopper, parallel with and above the slot,
an arm on one end of sald roller, a plate

‘mounted beneath the hopper and hzwmo‘ a slot

parallel with theslot in the hopper, a plate sup-
porting said sliding plate,aspringdrawing said
sliding plate toward the rear, a rock-shaft hav-
Ing cams for moving the sliding plate toward
the front, an arm on one end ot sald rocking
shaft, and a rod connecting an arm on the
fluted roller with the arm on said rock-shaft,
substantially as set forth.

4. The combination with a hopper having a
slot 1n its bottom, of a fluted roller in the hop-—
per parallel with a,nd above sald slot, a sliding
plate beneath the hopper and provided with
a slot parallel with the slot in the hopper, a
fixed plate on the front of the hopper, and a
blade fixed to the sliding plate to coact with
the plate on the hopper, and means for mov-
1ng the sliding plate to the front and working
the fluted roller, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification, in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses, this 3d day of February.
1903.

GEORGE AGOBIAN.

Witnesses:
Oscar F. Gunz,.
Errna OrreIn.
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