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DOSIER H. MOSTELLER, OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNTA. ASSIGNOR OF
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Tyl

Wl

| SI’ECIFICATION' forming part of Letfers Pa.tent'No. 749,573, dated January 12, 1904.

- Application filed August 17, 1903,

Serial No, 169,727, (No model. )

. To all whom it may concern.:

~ Be it known that I, Doster H. MOSTELLER,

a citizen of the United States, residing at San

~Francisco, in the county of San Francisco and
otate of California, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Lemon-Squeez-
ers, of which the following is a specification.

- My Invention relates to an improved lemon-
-squeezer, the object of my invention being to
provide an apparatus of this character which
will first cut and then sqeeze a lemon or lime

easily and rapidly and without the exercise of
care or dexterity on the part of the operator.

A further object of my invention is to pro-
vide an article of this character which can be
used profitably for the purpose of displaying

- various advertisements, this article being es-

- pecially intended for places where drinks con-
- taining lemon or lime

20

- paratus.

3

a perspective view of the apparatus.

-apparatus.

_ julce are prepared and
sold as ordered.” R
- In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

1s a broken horizontal section thereof. Fig.
3 18 a top plan view thereof. Tig. 4 is a per-
spective view of the tray upon which the lemon
1s deposited. Fig. 5 is a rear view of the ap-
IFig. 6 is a side view of the appa-
ratus, the casing being broken away. Fig. 7

~ 1safront view of the apparatus, the casing
.. 30

being removed. Fig. 8 is a vertical section of
the apparatus on the line A A of Fig. 5. |
Referring to the drawings, 1 represents a

casting which forms the main portion of my
Said casting has at its lower end

a forwardly-extending lug 2, having a screw-

threaded bearing 3 for a screw 4, which car-

- ries at its upper end a disk 5 to rest against

N 40

-the under side of the counter, table, or other
“support upon which the article is secured and
at 1ts lower end carries a hand-wheel 6 for
screwing sald disk up against said support.

- The casting has also at its side forwardly-ex-
tending ears 7, which rest upon the upper sur-

EER ~ported by a side extension 11 from:said-wall;

~ face of the other support.

By this means the

device is firmly secured in place. The rear
| W&H 8 Of the C&Stin gh&S at th ot opa fO rwar dly___._

projecting flange 9, which is continued at one
side to form a partial top 10, integrally sup-

the wall 8.
50 placed over said stud 15 and the upper end -

the lemon or lime.

Fig. 2

.and_ said top 10 is slit, as shown at 12, to re-
ceilve the upper end of a knife 18, the lower

end of which is slotted, as shown at 14, to take
over a stud or extension 15 from a lug 16, ex-

tending forwardly from the lower portion of
Atter said slotted end has been

has been placed in the slit 12 in the extension

10 said knife is firmly secured in place by

means of a tapering pin or key 17, which is
driven through a hole 18 in the upper end of
the knife. This knife is for the purpose of

L]

cutt:

From this lug 16 also

1s supported by ears 20 a sloping tray 21 for

This has

tends underneath the lower edge of the presser-

plate 23 and before the commencement of the

operation 1s held down thereby, so that the
tray slopes upward from said presser-plate,

50 as to direct the lemon or lime against the
face of the presser-plate as well as centrally .
Sald presser-plate

1n front of the knife 13.
23 18 attached, as shown at 24, to a pitman

25, pivoted at 26 to a crank-arm 27, the shaft
of which has a bearing 28 in a boss or projec-
-tion 29 of the main casting and the outer end

Said

of which carries a crank-handle 30.
presser-plate has a wide top, which extends

underneath the flange 9, formed upon the cast-

ing, and in addition to said top is secured by
the screws 31 a guide-piece 32, which has a
downwardly-extending tongue 383, which ex-

tends into a groove 34, formed in said flange
9 in the direction of motion of the presser-
It will readily be seen that with this:
coustruction when the crank-handlé is turned

plate.

the presser-plate is moved toward the knife,

guided by said tongue and groove. In so

moving the presser-plate will release the arm:

ng the lemon or lime into halves before
squeezing the same.
extends forwardly a long shaft19, upon which

Sald tray rises from the
shaft 19 atits ends, but approaches close there--
‘to at the middle, as shown, so that the end por-
tions are higher than the middle.
the effect of directing the lemon or lime which
1is thrown onto the tray into a central position
‘opposite tothe knife 13. Said tray has at one
end a forwardly-extending arm 22, which ex-
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1ts motion in that direction being accurately



1O

2

22 of the inclined tray, so that said tray drops
toward the knife. At the same time the

presser-plate pushes the lemon or lime toward.

the knife, so that it is cut in halves by the lat-
ter.
plate continues, the knife entering a deep slit
35, formed in said presser-plate. The lemon
or lime i1s thus pressed against the face of a

wall 36, which has a flange 37 at the top and |

also one 38 at the front, so as to entirely in-
close the fruit except at the bottom, and thus

to prevent the juice from squirting out when
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the lemon 1s being compressed. The face of
this wall 36 is preferably lined with wood,
and in the center opposite to the knife is se-
cured a prism-shaped piece of rubber 39, hav-
ing one edge In the center and the opposite
face secured to the wall. The object of this
piece of rubber is to squeeze the cut edge of
the lemon or lime thoroughly, so as to extract
the juice fully therefrom. A further object
1s by its resiliency to throw the squeezed
halves of the lemon back after the juice has
been extracted, so as to prevent them from
sticking to the face of the wall. The juiceso
extracted falls upon an inclined plate 40, hav-

ing a series of horizontal slots 41 therein,

through which the juice passes and falls onto

the face of a chute 42, supported in an open-

Ing of the rear wall 8 of the casting, and also
having a curved upper edge 43, which hangs
over a wire yoke 44, having its ends secured
to the casting. By this means the pips or
seeds of the fruit are separated from the juice,
which runs into a trough 45, formed in the
lower edge of said chute 42, which trough again
dischargesthe juice into the tumbler 46,held 1n
a wire support 47, secured upon the lower lug
of the casting. Upon a return movement ot
the crank-handle when the presser-plate 1s
withdrawnthe squeezed halvesofthelemonfall
upon the slotted plate 40 and roll down the same
andaredischarged intoany suitable receptacle.

Sald slotted plate has where it extends to the
rear of the hopper a raised wall 48 on the side
to which the juice is discharged to prevent the
lemon falling into the tumbler. It will thus
be seen that in the operation of this device

nothing more is necessary than to drop the
lemon or lime into the receptacle and then turn

the handle. In order to adjust the apparatus
for limes or lemons or for different sizes of
lemons, thereis provided a wedge-shaped block
49, which extends between the back of the
wall 36 and the side extension 11 of the cast-
g and 1s moved in and out by means of a
stem 50 and knob 51. When the wedge-shaped
block is moved rearward, it tforces the wall
farther from the extension and reduces the
distance through which the presser-plate has

- to travel to squeeze the fruit, and 1s therefore

suitable for limes or small lemons. When it

1s moved forward, it permits the wall to ap-

proach nearer to said extension, and thus en-
¢ ¢ ¢ g or le ]
larges the distance and is suitable for lemons

The forward movement of the presser-

749,573

The wall is movably held in place by means
of an inwardly-extending flange 52 therefrom
being held behind a plate 53, secured by screws

54 to the casting.

To limit the movement of the crank-handle
30, there is provided a rubber disk 55, secured

upon the rear wall of the casting 1n the path

of sald handle.

In use the above appa,ratus is inclosed on
three sides and at the top by a casing 56, which
is formed at the top with a suitable hole 57 :
through which to drop the lime or lemon in
the proper place to be cut and squeezed, and
T utilize this casing as an advertising medium
by dividing it into spaces 58, on which vari-
ous advertising-cards may be secured, the
whole being covered by a sheet 59 of trans-
parent celluloid and then covered by a frame
60, having strips 61.

In_ order to prevent the crank-arm 27 going
too far beyond the dead-center when squeez-
ing the lemon, there is provided a stop-pin 62,
arresting said ecrank-arm. When so arrested,
the crank-arm and presser-plate remain sta-
tionary for a sufficient time for the juice to
run out from the lemon compressed by the
presser-plate.

I claim—

1. Anarticleof the character described com-
prising a knife, a suitable support upon which
the fruit is dropped, and provided with means
for centering the fruit in front of the knife, a
presser-plate for pushing the fruit against the
knife to cut the same, a wall behind said knife

between which and the presser-plate the fruit

1s squeezed, a suitable discharging device for
receiving the fruit and juice a,nd dlSCh&I‘G'IHG'
them, and means for separating the fruit from
the juice, substantially as described.

2. In an article of the character described,
the combination of a knife, a support in front
of the knife upon which the fruit can be de-
posited, a presser-plate, a wall on the oppo-
site side of the knife to the presser-plate,
means for bringing sald knife and presser-
plate together to cut the fruit therebetween
and also for bringing said wall and presser-
plate together to squeeze the fruit therebe-
tween, and means for receiving the fruit and
juice from the space between said wall and
presser-plate and separating the juice from
the pulp, substantially as described.

3. In an article of the character described,
the combination of a knife, a support in front
of the knife upon which the fruit can be de-
posited, a presser-plate, a wall on the oppo-
site side of the knife to the presser -plate,
means for bringing said knife and presser-
plate together to cut the fruit therebetween
and also for bringing sald wall and presser-
plate together to squeeze the fruit therebe-

tween, means for shifting the support to per-

mit the fruit to be pressed against said wall,
and means for receiving the fruit and juice

from the space between said wall and presser-
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Jpla,te-and' separating the jliice from the pulp,

substantially as described. _

4. In an article of the character described,
the combination of a knife, a support in front
of the knife upon which the fruit can be de-

 posited, said support being provided with

~ means for centering the fruit opposite to the
- knife, a presser-plate, a wall on the opposite:

side of the knife to the presser-plate, means

Tfor bringing said knife and presser-plate to-

~ gether to cut the fruit therebetween and also

for bringing said wall and presser-plate to-
gether to squeeze the fruit therebetween, and
means for recelving the fruit and juice from

the space between said wall and presser-plate
- and separating the juice from the
- stantially as described.

pulp, sub-

5. In an article of the character described,

 the combination of a knife, a support in front
of the knife upon which the fruit can be de-

posited, a presser-plate having a slit for the

- knifetoenter, a wall on the opposite side of the

knife to the presser-plate, means for bringing
sald knife and presser-plate together to cut the

fruit therebetween and also for bringing said

wall and presser-plate together to squeeze the
fruit therebetween, and means for receiving

' the fruitand juice from the space between said
 wall and presser-plate and separating the juice
-39

from the pulp, substantially as described.
~ 6. In an article of the character described,

- the combination of a knife, a support in front
-~ of the knife upon which the fruit can be de-
- posited, a presser-plate having a slit for the

35

o

knife to enter, a wall on the opposite side of the
tnife to the presser-plate, means for bringing

~ said knife and presser-plate together to cut

the fruit therebetween and also for bringing

- sald wall and presser-plate together to squeeze

the fruit therebetween, means for shifting the

~ support to permit the fruit to be presser-

against said wall, and means for receiving the

fruit and juice from the space between said
walland presser-plate and separating the juice
from the pulp, substantially as described.

7. In an article of the character described,

~ the combination of a knife, a support in front

' 50 |
~ knife, apresser-plate having aslit for the knife
. -toenter, a wall on the opposite side of the

 of the knife upon which the fruit can be de-
- posited, said support being provided with

means for centering the fruit opposite to the

, knife to the presser-plate, means for bringing

sald knife and presser-plate together to cut the
fruit therebetween and also for bringing said
wall and presser-plate together to squeeze the
fruit therebetween, and means for receiving

~ the fruit and separating the juice from the

- ~pulp, substantially as described.

60

8. In an article of the character described,

! ~ the combination of a knife, a support in front

749,573
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of the knife upon which the fruit can be de-
posited, a presser-plate, a wall on the opposite
side of the knife to the presser-plate, the face
of sald wall having thereon a piece of rubber
substantially parallel with the knife, means
tor bringing said knife and presser-plate to-
gether to cut the fruit therebetween and also

for bringing said wall and presser-plate to-

gether to squeeze the fruit therebetween, and
means for receiving the fruit and juice from
the space between said wall and presser-plate

and separating the juice from the pulp, sub-

stantially as described.

9. In an article of the character described,
the combination of a knife, a support in front
of the knife upon which the fruit can be de-
posited, a presser-plate, a wall on the opposite
sicle of the knife to the presser-plate, means for

‘bringing said knife and presser-plate together

to cut the fruit therebetween and also for
bringing said wall and presser-plate together
to squeeze the fruit therebetween, a chute for
rece1ving the juice and a slotted inclined plate
over sald chute for receiving the pulp and
seeds, substantially as described.

75

30

10. An article of the character described

comprising a knife, a suitable support upon

~which the fruit is dropped, and provided with

means for centering the fruit in front of the
knife, a presser-plate for pushing the fruit
against the knife to cut the same, a wall behind
sald knife between which and the presser-plate
the fruit is squeezed, means for adjusting the
position of said wall relative to said presser-
plate for various sizes of fruits, a suitable dis-
charging device for receiving the fruit and

Juice and discharging them, and means for sep- |

arating the fruit from the juice, substantially

as described.

11. An article of the character described
comprising a knife, a suitable support upon
which the fruit is dropped, and provided with
means for centering the fruit in front of the
knife, a presser-plate for pushing the fruit
against the knife to cut the same, a wall be-
hind said knife between which and the presser-
plate the fruit is squeezed, a suitable discharg-
ing device for receiving the fruit and juice
and discharging them, means for separating
the fruit from the juice, and a suitable casing
having a hole through the top through which
to drop the fruit provided with means for'dis-
playing advertising matter, substantially as
described. . '

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my

hand in the presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses.
- DOSIER H. MOSTELLER.
-~ Witnesses:
KFrancrs M. WrignT,
BEssIE (GORFINKEL.
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