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T 0 6?:--53 whom it ??wfy conceri: | 'produced the lettel -receiving slotor openlnﬂ'4 50

‘Beiit known that we, PHILIP S DUSENBURY

:f[and Hexry M. KeLLY, citizens of the United
- States, residing at San Frmclsco in the county
oo of San Franciscoand State of Calﬂ‘orma have
7 invented certain new and useful Tmprovements

" in Mail or Letter Boxes; and we do hereby de-

‘clare the following to be a full, clear, a,nd eX-

s act descrlptlon of the 1nventlon such as will

o enable others skilled in the art to Whlch it ap-.
--_---pertam‘s to miake and use the same.

Our invention relates to certain improve-

" ments in letter or mail boxecs more especnlly

for outside use.

It has for its ob]éct AMONg other thmcr'% to

" provide for the automatic actuation of the let-—
. ter-receiving slot covering or closing hood or
. cover after depmltmﬁ* letters or mail in the
.~ box, to effectwely ouard against surreptitious

)

‘removal or extracting of mail from the box,
~and to. %1m1}11iv consm uctmn and mmhmte oPp-
---;jemtlon. | -

It consists of the COI‘I’lb]Il‘LthI] of par t%, In-

‘}f_.cludmo' their construction and arrangement,
substantially as hereinafter more hﬂly dis-

“closed and spemﬁcally pomted out by the
__-_aclalms.

In the accompanymcr dl awings, 111ustrat1n0'

: f'?.f:_"ff:*';the preferred embodlment of our mventlon

30

30 Figurelisafront view thereof. Fig. 2is aside
;j-::;;zl*:_;.;_'elevatwn, and Fig. 8 is a seetlonal elevation.
. Fig. 41is a

a like section or view disclosing the

’f{)pemmve parts In the position they assume
. when depositing mail in the box. -

':;""-{-.:_:.. pr‘OVlde the usual closure or box 1 for receiv-

In carrying into practice our invention we.

ing or containing the mail, having preferably
o in it Jower front portion the usual door 2 for
. the removal by the collector or other author-

40

40 ized person of the mail.
. ‘water, as in inclement We‘Lthel an inclined
- ledge or flange 10 is apphed to smd box above

To deflect or shed

'_ ._the door2. Upon the upper end of said closure
- or box is suitably hinged or pivoted a hood or

45 cover 8, preferably curved or arcuate in cross-

. sectlon, sald box orclosure at itsupper end also
T .-_bema preferably curved in ‘correspondence
- with the curvature of said cover or hood and

gk j‘through the upper end of the box at its tront 1S

_box or closure 1.
1s arranged an inclined guard or valve 5, com-

via the upper part of said box.
orvalve, pivot, and hood or cover are thus also

“Said cover or hood has its depenchno* lateral
‘portions 8" fitting or arranged exteriorly of

and close to the su]es of the elosure orbox 1,
and fixed to said pendent lateral portions 3 3

18 the pivoting or hinging pin or rod 3%, bear-

Ing in and passing throu oh the sides of the
WVlthm sald box or closure

prising a plate fixed to and movable Wlth the -

pivot or rod 3" and having a forwardly curved

or inclined upward extension with its upper

‘end arranged contiguously to the inner sur-

face of the top or upper end portion of said

‘box, and thus adapted to guard the previously-

deposited mail or contents of the latter when
the mail-receiving slot'is exposed, as when the

cover or hood is moved from over said slot, as

against access to said contents from that pomt
Said guard

hxed Wlth relation to each other, and accord-

Ingly adapted to move together as said cover or

| hood 1s actuated in deposltuw or putting mail
1into the closure or box. Tosaid plate or guard

‘at its rear side is suitably connected one end

of a spring 6, its upper end being likewise
connected to the closure or box 1 to provide

for so actuating the cover or hood when re-

leased after hawnﬁ' been moved, as in expos-
ing the letter-receiving slot, as to cause said

cover or hood to &utomatlcalhr close said slot,
tand thus retain the same normally in such
| position.
tive arrangement of the cover or hood and
‘the valve or guard 1s such that when said

“Also 1t will be noted that the rela-

cover or hood is moved, as in exposing the
letter or mail receiving slot or opening, the

lower edge or end of said guard or valve will
.engage or contact with the front wall of the

closure or box, and thus prevent, as would
otherwise be the case, possﬂnhty of access
through that channel to the mail prekuslv

ldep081ted in sald closure or box.

An indicator or signal 7 is used to indicate
to the collector the fact that the box or clo-
sure 1 contains mail for removal, comprising
a staff 7% carrying a suitable qsrmbol or figure
7“ as the representation of a flag, &c., “and
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pivoted at one end to the front of the box or
closure, sald symbol or signal being raised to

a vertlcal position by any one placing mail in

said box as an indication of that fact. Said
signal 1s automatically retained in such verti-
cal position by the action of a spring 8, se-
cured to a bracket 8* on the box or closure 1,
sald spring being arranged in such relation to
the 1inner pivoted end of said staff as to be
forcibly engaged by said end of said staff as
the last named is raised, the recoil action of

- sald spring thus exerted upon said staff ef-

fecting Such retention of Sa,ld staff. Of course

- the collectm after removing the mail from

L5
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- within said box and having a

30
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the box or closure returns the staff or sional
to 1ts lowered or horizontal position, it being
recelved In such position near its symbol-car-
rying end within preferably a socket or keeper
9, sultablsf fixed to the front of the closure or
box to aild in holding said staff in said position.

Having thus tully cdescribed our invention,
what we claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 15—

1. A letter or mail box embracing a pivoted
hood or cover and a guard or valve arranged
xed relation to
sald hood or cover, said box having an offset
projecting mwardly from the inner surface
thereot, the lower edge or end of said valve
or guard being adapted to engage said offset
as said cover or hood 1s moved to expose the
mail or letter receiving slot of said box.

2. Amailor letter box embracing a pivoted
hood or cover having pendent lateral portions
external of said box, and said pendent por-
tions having fixed thereto a shatt carrying a
guard or valve by the actuation of which hood
or cover said guard or valve will engage the
front wall of said box, and means for auto-

matically returning said hood or cover to its

1nitial position.

3. A mail or letter box having in its upper
front portion, a letter or mail receiving slot
or opening, a pivoted cover or hood adapted
to close said slot or opening and having pend-
ent lateral portions external of said box and
fixed to a shaft-bearing in the sides of said
box and passing ther ethrouO‘h avalveor guard
ixed to said shaft and hamncr 1ts upper ex-

tended edge arranged contwuously to the in-
ner surface of said upper end portion and its

to close said slot or opening, and hav

749,428

lower portion adapted to guard the contents
of said closure, and means adapted to hold

sald lower portion of said valve normally away

from the closure front wall and to automat-
1cally effect the return of said cover or hood
to 1ts 1nitial position, after the release of said
cCoVer.

4. A malil or letter box having in its upper
front portion, a letter or mail receiving slot
or opening, a pivoted cover or hood adapted
ing pend-
ent lateral portions external of said box and
fixed to a shaft-bearing in the sides of said
box and passing therethrough, said box hav-
1ing an ofiset projecting inwardly from the in-
ner surface thereof, a valve or guard fixed to
sald shaft and having its upper extended edge
arranged contiguously to the inner surface of
said upper end portion, and its lower portion
adapted to contact with said offset, and means
aclapted to hold said lower portion of said
valve normally away from the closure front
wall and to automatically effect the return of
sald cover or hood to its initial position, after
the release of said cover.

5. A mail or letter box embracing a closure
having an upper curved end or portion, pro-
vided with the letter-receiving slot or open-
ing, a hood or cover conforming to the curva-
ture of said upper end portion and having
pendent lateral portions, external of said box
and fixed to a shaft-bearing in the sides of said
box and passing therethrough, and a valve or
guard fixed to said shaft and having its upper
edge adapted to move 1n close proximity with
the inner surface of said upper end portion, and
1ts lower portion adapted to guard the (,ontentfs
of said closure, and a spring connected to said

valve or guard and to said closux e and adapted
to hold said lower portion of said valve nor-
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mally away from the front wall of said clo-

sure and to automatically cause said cover or
hood to cover the letter-receiving slot after
the release of said cover.

In testimony whereof we affix our signa-
tures in presence of two witnesses.

PHILIP S. DUSENBURY.,
HENRY M. KELLY,
- Witnesses: |
- ¥raxxk B. Hoyr,
Harry L. Horx.
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