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To (LZ / whmn it ?n@y COMCEPrI.:

"Be it known that 1. THOMAS V BROOKE a

f '-_éé?Clth’BIl of the United State's residing at Suth-

- erlin, in the county of Plttwlvama and State

L soof Vn ginia, have invented certain new and
Looouseful Improvements in Antifriction Seat-

. Covers for Riding-Saddles; and 1 do declare
. the following to be a full, cledar, and exact de- |

 scription of the invention, such as will enable

10

~others skilled in the art to which it appertains

o to makeand use the same, reference being had

. tothe accompanying drawings, and to the fig-
= ures of reference marked ther eon, Whlch t01 m

5@?'"53 part of this specification.

a5
-,:fj__ilt has for its object to produce what for brev-
.__;._jlty and convenience I will designate as an

‘My invention relates to r1c11n0‘-saddles, :-;md

“antifriction-cover ” for the seat of the saddle,

:'.;;_;the purpose being to reduce the friction be-
tween the seat of the rider and the seat of the
~saddle by means- of a cover passed over the
“seat of the saddle and having connection with
“a suitable part of the saddle so as to permit
“a limited movement of the cover in order that
:25 as the body of the rider moves the cover will
- ~move with the body by sliding upon the seat,

..~ thus preventing friction directly between the

. rider and the seat of the saddle, the friction
- being between the loose or shdmﬁ* cover and

30 the seat of the saddle.

- greater comfort is aﬂ"orded the rider; abrasion

~wand wear to wearing-apparel of the rider by
' direct sliding frictional contact with the sad- |
wodle is pr evented and the possibility of injury
35 to the rider arising from direct frictional con-
o tact with the saddle- eat is prevented, because

.. thesliding contact is between the shd mo' cover:

and the saddle-seat. -

Tothe accomphshment of the i01 eg 01110' and-
isuch other objects as may heremaiter appear,
.. the invention consists in providing the saddle-.
. seat with a cover having a limited movement-
~4n different directions, as will be hereinafter

. particularly described and then sought to be

45 clearly defined by the claims, reference being
;_;-;;f;;‘lgj’lmd to the accompanying drawm gs, iormmﬂ' |
gm part hereof, and in which— - =
~Figure'1 is a perspective view of a saddle'
:*havmg my invention applied thereto.
50

Kig.
2 lb a Vertlcal Cross- %ectmnal view ot Fla‘ 1

w1t11 the Stu rups in full lines.
tical cross-section through a modified form ot
Fig. 4 is a portion of the stir-
Tup-strap, showmﬁ' in detail the loops for hold-

known need not he particularly speci
| detall, certain parts of the saddle being illus-
_'trated by dotted hnes in Fm' 1 of the draw-.

| fits -
the skirts 4 of the saddle any desired distance,
it being preferred to have the cover extend
down below the skirts of the- saddle, as illus-
trated by full lines in the drawings.

By this improvement

the invention.

ing the cover; and Fig. 5 1s a detaill of the
modlﬁed iorm showmcr the manner of hold-
1110‘ the sever al layers towether |

Fig. 31saver-

55

In the drawings the numeral 1 designates a

saddle, which may be of any appr oved pat-

tern and -the various parts of which being well
jed in

INngs. |
T e 1mpr0vement consists inacover 2 WhICh
oosely across the seat 3 and extends down

This
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cover may be made of leather or other suit- B

able material, and it is secured to the saddle
by suitable means, which will permit the cover
t0 have a limited movement crosswise of the
‘saddleand also lengthwise thereof. Themeans
for thus atta,chmﬂ* the cover to the saddle may
consist of loops 5, secured to the under face
of the cover, and thr ough which loops the.

stirrup-straps 6-will pass, it being preferred

to have one portion of the stirrup-strap lie in-
side of the loop and the other portion to lie

outside thereof, so that the stirrup-strap will

pass through the loop, and the loop will also

lie between the inner and outer portions or
folds of the strap. The loops 5 are of such
dimensions as to make a loose or free connec-
tion between the loops and the stirrup-straps,

1 s0 as to permit a free movement of the cover
lengthwise of the stirrup-straps and also pref-
-_embly so as to permit a slight movement of
the cover transversely to the length of the
stirrup-straps.
‘transversely of the saddle-seat-and lengthwise
of the Stnlup—stmpg is purposely %omewlmt

The movement of the cover

limited in extent, so.that the cover will not
slide from off the seat in either direction, and

while this result may be accomplished in dif-

ferent ways it is preferably effected by locat-

ing two of the loops near the lower ends of

the cover, as 111113131 ated in the dr awmos S0
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that when the cover bhas moved to a limited
extent 1t will be checked 1n 1its movement by
the loop at one side coming in contact with
the upper part of the stirrup or with a sleeve
encirceling the stirrup-strap at that point, and
thus checking the side movement of the cover.
The cover, however, may be also provided
with additional loops 5, located near the point
where the stirrup-straps ordinarily pass be-
neath the ** jockey ” of the saddle or through
an opening as sometimes made in the skirt of
the saddle at that point, these additional loops
being so positioned as to permit a limited
movement of the cover across the saddle-seat,
and in the sliding of the cover as one of these
upper loops comes against the jockey or
reaches the opening through which the stir-
rup-strap passes 1t will check the sliding of
the cover. It will thus be seen that while the
cover 1s attached to the saddle it 1s secured in
such manner that it will not slip entirely from
off the saddle, but will have a limited move-
ment, and the loop 5 being somewhat more
clongated or longer than the width of the stir-
rup-straps they will permit a slight movement

of the cover longitudinally of the saddle-seat, -

and as a consequence the cover has a limited
longitudinal and transverse movement over
the seat of the saddle. By thus providing this
cover and allowing it to have a limited move-
ment the friction between the seat of the rider

~and the seat of the saddle is relieved, as the

rider sits firmly upon the cover and the cover
hasthe limited movement mentioned, and thus
the objects and advantages previously men-
tioned are obtained. Whileit is preferred to
have the ends of the cover to extend down be-
low the skirts of the saddle, as shown in full
lines, yet the ends may terminate at or about
the point indicated by the dotted lines 7, as in-

“dicated in Fig. 1 of the drawings.

In Fig. 3 of the drawings I have illustrated
the antifriction-cover as composed of several
layers which may be of any desired number,

but of which three layers (designated by the

numerals 8, 9, and 10) are illustrated. Xach
layer 1sloose upon the other, and all three are
connected together, the connection between
the several layers being effected by any suit-
able means, and as the preferred means I have
1llustrated the contiguous faces of the several

loop of one layer passing through a loop of
the adjoining layer, and the ]OOpS formed so

as to permit a limited movement of one layer |

upon the other. The cover formed of these

several layers 1s attached to the saddle in the
same manner as the cover formed of one

and essential features of my invention still -

layers as provided with loops 11 and 12, a

749,358

piece, the inner layer being p1 ovided with
loops 5, corresponding to the similar loops
illustrated in the form of the invention first
described.

It may be mentioned that the stirr up-straps
may be plOVlded with the leather or other
loose sleeves or collars 13 as commonly em-
ployed 1n connection with stirrup-straps and
which may be located at such points as may
be desired, as usual.

Tt has been found from practice that by

providing a riding-saddle with an antifriction-
cover such as de’scrlbed much comfort is given

‘to the rider, and he does not become fatigued

in so short a time as when using a saddle
without this cover, and that the other advan-

tages before enumerated are served and gained
in a very high degree.

1 have illustrated and described with par-

ticularity the preferred details of construc-
tlon of the several parts; but it is to be un-
cerstood that changes can be made therecin

He
retained, and it may be mentioned that while
ordinarily a Iimited movement of one or two
inches may be sufhicient for the purposes in
view yet the parts may be so positioned as to
allow a greater or less movement.

Havmc-‘ described my invention and set forth

1ts merits, what 1 claim 1s—

1. A 11(11110'—-8&(1(116 provided with an anti-
friction-cover lying across the seat of the sad-
dle, said cover being provided on its under
side with loops through which the stirrup-
straps loosely pass, said loops being of such
size relatively to the stirrup-straps as to per-
mit a imited sliding movement ot the cover,
substantially as described.

2. A riding-sacddle provided with an anti-
friction-cover lying across the seat of the sad-
cdle, said cover comprising a plurality of layers

adapted to slide one upon the other, means for

slidably securing the layers together, and

| means for slidably connecting the cover to the

stirrup-straps, substantially as deseribedl.

3. A riding-saddle provided with a slidable
antifriction-cover lying across the seat of the
saddle, and means loosely securing the cover
to the saddle so as topermit the cover to have
a limited sliding movement thereon for the
purpose of eliminating friction between the
rider and the saddle,substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature

In presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS V. BROOKE.
Witnesses:

F. H. CLuNEY,
A. O. CroNIxN.
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