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1 (LZZ whom Lt ma J COncern: .
Be it known that we, RicHARD C. STEWART
. and WALLACE A. STEWART, citizens of the

;;__fUmted States, and residents of Covington, in’
.5 the county of Kenton and State of Kentuclw,_

. have invented a certain new and useful Base
. " for Fence-Posts; and we do declare the fol-

Jowing to be a clear full, and exact descrip-

“tion ther eof, attention. bemﬂ" called to the ac-
o characters marked thereon Whlch form also a
f-?*i.?fii:j--_;;i§z"-§i'?fg;j_-jfji;;--".part of this specification.. |

The general:object. of thi-é inventlon is to

_prowde a suitable base for iron fences which
L1y
.+ for use, which is portable to permit shipping
0 to the places where the fenceis to be erected,

20w eathel and mmsture When placed below the
SO ﬂ-'f':f-Tl ound |

o purpose and whereby the fence is Theld in its
S erect pOSlthIl
. in such case extended downwardly and at-
. tached to iron bases planted into the ground.

it .30
.. inconnection with such post, to the upper part
Yo of which it is attached, while its lower end at-
taches to the same base | -

35’51011 is to provide a base to take the place of
. these iron bases as they are now used which

“is more durable and lasting than these iron
~ bases, not so readily aﬁected by the destruc-
. tive influence of exposure and moisture, of

40 increased weight and bulk, thus fur mshmcr a
. more substantlal base, ‘but without increase

. “of size as to extr eme dlmensmns and without
- As to sizeé, it is to be such
‘... as to render it poxtable to permit it to be

;';j_-1IlCI'eaq*‘e in cost, -

- 45 shipped to the places of its use, and it is to be
. provided with certain means to permit ready
~ . attachment of the particular parts, fittings,

_'-c,onnected to and erected on said base,s

of fence being also shown.
in side views show our base slightly modified
‘in each figure as to shape and as to the means

companying drawings, ‘with the reference

may be furnished to the fence-builder ready

and whichisof a material not readily affected
‘by-the destructive influence of exposure to

These particular pickets are’

A laterally-extending brace is ﬁ'enerally used

‘The more partlculal object of this 1111?611—'_

.j- ~posts, and braces whereby the fence is to. Te

In the followmﬁ' ‘SI)GClﬁC&tIOIl and partlcu-'
":1:11 ly pointed out in the claim; is found a full
description of the invention, tocrethel with its
parts and mode of construction, which latter
1s.also illustrated in the accc:)mpanylnﬂ‘ draw-
ings, in which—

F10*111 e 1 shows in per slf)ectwe view our im-

pr ove_d base in its apvplication to a fence for

the purpose.of sustaining the same, a section
Figs. 2, 3, and 4

whereby the fence is to'be attached to it.. Fig.

51s a top view of Fig. 3, with parts broken

away. Fig. 6.1sa top view of Kig. 4. Figs.

7 and 8 in perspective views show further
modifications as to shape and as to means for
attaching the fence.
Jarged cross-sections of parts of the base and
show arr angement and dlsposmon of the metal
| -~ Sl{eleton

e TAL present in the bmldmﬂ' and- el ec:tmcr oi_ |
EE 1?;_-13116 usual iron-rail picket fences it is custom-
27 ary to use at certain intervals a fence-post,
one of the pickets usually serving for such

Figs. 9 and 10 are en-

~As to mater ial, we use one which ma,y be

readily molded or poured while in a plastic or
liquid state and thereafter setsand hardens in
‘a manner to readily and permanently retain
‘1ts final shape.
‘crete, involving also the use of sand and fine
oravel, is a material best suited for our pur-

-poses, since 1t is not affected by the moisture
of the ground and 1s also of a weight which in-

A mixture of cement or con-

sures stab1l1tv when submer o*ed below the
ground. This mixture in a plastlc state by

; aid of suitable molds is shaped to the desired
form, whl_chshape 1s such as to be substan-
tially wider at the bottom of the base to more

readily resist strainsand stresses on the fence

tending to lift or laterally upset it. -1t is fur-
‘thermore such as-to permit the ground to be
packed against it in the most advantaweous
manner to gain in addition to the Wewht of
the base also the assistance of the gr ound to

hold the basemost firmly in position. A shape
most suitable for all such purposes is shown
in the drawings, where the base consists of up-
right members 19 12,-arranged so as to be fur-
ther apart at their lower ends and held to-

‘gether by a top piece 13, a bottom piece 14,
‘and an intermediate piece 15.

_ _ These mem-
bers by being more bulky than the corre-
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sponding slender members of the usual iron

base do not become loose in the ground as
readily as this latter by reason of theincreased
surface contact with the ground surrounding

them. The stability of their position within
the ground is still further increased by reason
of the possibility of packing the ground be-
tween these members and against their inner
sides. This effect may be still further en-
hanced by the addition of lateral extensions
16 of the base member 14, as shown in Figs.
3 and 5. An Increased confact effect 1s also
obtained by the inwardly- extending web 17,

‘as shown in Figs. 7 and 8.

The structure is strengthened by a metal
skeleton 18, as shown in Kigs. 3, 5, 8, 9, and
10, mmparted while the former 1s in its plastic
state, sald skeleton being suspended in the
mold while the base 1s formed and poured.
This skeleton may be flat bar metal, as shown
in Figs. 8 and 9, or it may be in form of a
number of round bars or wires, as shown in
Fig. 10, or any other profile. In Fig. 3 we
have shown the intermediate member 15
omitted, the entire space between top, bottom,
and side members of the base being closed by
a continuous web 19, which 1s, however, of
limited thickness only

The upper end of the base 1s prepared in a
manner whereby it becomes adapted to readily
receive the fence,the means to be used for such
purpose to be of course of a kind to best suit
the construction of the particular attaching

‘meansprovided onthefence. In Kig.1wehave

shown a customary style of fence,the same con-
sisting of vertical pickets 21,held in position by
horizontal rails 22. One of these picketsat cer-
tainintervalsisextended to reach downwardly
and serves as a fence-post which then is at-
tached tothe base. In Fig. 1such apostisindi-
cated at 23, and a brace 24 used in connection
with itisalsoshown. The lower ends of these

two membersarereceived by acustomary shoe

25, having sleeves 26, which form sockets for
the reception of the lower ends of these two
fence members and 1n which sockets they are
held by set-screws27. Theseironshoesmay be

‘molded into the base at the upper end; but

by preterence they are held thereat by anchor-
screws 28, embedded into the upper member 13
of the base. There may be two, as shown in

Fig. 1, or one, as shown in Figs. 3 and 7, the

connection of the shoe to them being by nuts
29. Sleeves 26 may also be directly molded

into the base at i1ts upper end, as shown in
Figs. 2, 4, 6, and 8, and without forming a
part of an intermediate shoe 25, set-screws
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27. as shown in Figs. 4 and 6, passing in lat-
erally through the concrete, the sockets hav-

1ing lateral extensions 26* to receive them.
All the connecting means, or those shown

in Fig. 7 at 28 or as shown in Fig. 8, may be
used 1n any way most sulted. They may serve
for direct connection of a fence-post or tfor the
connection of intermediate attaching means
which may be like shoe 25. In Figs. 2, 4, and
6 sockets 26 are also shown as contained in
lateral extensions 13* of the upper base mem-
ber 13.

As will be seen, a fence-base thus construct-
ed in conformity with our invention satisfies
all requirements for practical purposes. It
1s durable and more lasting than iron. It is
not more expensive. 'The bulky shape of its
frame members insures a good and firm hold-
ing contact with the ground, resisting all
strains and stress tending to upset or uproot
the fence, and vastly superior to the holding

effect of the slender members of an iron base.

The open shape of this frame, which permits

also ground to be packed in between 1ts mem-
bers, greatly increases this holding engage-
ment..

The increase in size by reason of this
bulk is not sufficient to. be objectionable and
does not offset i1ts immense advantages. Its
use does not require any particular skill, since
1t comes ready with all parts necessary to per-
mit attachment of the fence.

Having described our invention, we claim
as Nnew——

As a new article of manufacture, a fence-
base complete in itself and ready to receive
the upright sustaining members of a fence
and adapted to be moved and handled inde-
pendently, the same consisting of upright
members converging upwardly, top, bottom

"and intermediate members which connect these

upright members transversely, all molded in
concrete and forming a connected open frame,
a skeleton frame of metal and of correspond-
ing shape around which these concrete mem-
bers are molded and which members com-
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pletely inclose this skeleton frame and means

molded in the top member of this open-con-

crete frame and serving to connect the up-

right sustaining members of the fence.
In testimony whereof we hereunto set our
signatures in the presence of two witnesses.

RICHARD C. STEWART, Jr.
WALLACE A. STEWART.

Witnesses:
C. SPENGEL,
ArBeErRT A. MOEBUS.
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