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To all whom it 1Ml CONCErI:

Be it known that I, STEPHEN TOWNS END, -of
Scotchplains, Union county, New Jersey, have
invented certain new and useful Improvements

in Telegraph or other Blanks, of which the

tollowingisa full, clear, and exact deser iption.

My invention relates- to Improvements in
blanks upon which messages are written, and
particularly to 1mprovements in blanks such
as are used 1n connection with receiving and
writing out telegraph messages, althouﬂ'h the
blank 1s also adapted for advanta@eous use as
memorandum or other blank in mercantﬂe or
other houses or in places where much memo-
randum-work 1is done. Primarily the blank
1s, as stated, for use in telegraph-work. It
is the custom for a telegraph operator to write
out the messages on a type-writer; the oper-
ator translates the sounds as they come to him
into the written words on the machine. In
taking long messages he is therefore fre-
quently interrupted by having to shift the
paper sheets in the type—wrltmcr machine, and

this 1s especially true where he 1s doing code-

work—that is, where a letter sound will stand
for a long word. In any event the loss of
time 1n shiftinﬂ‘ the paper is considerable. It
1s also lmown that the blanks as generally

used come In regulation sizes, and there is a
great waste of paper, as often a long blank
will be used for a comparatively sh01t mes-
sage. Then, again, in ordinary commercial

- ~work 1t 1s more convenient to take paper from

- house appear on the paper used.

a continuous roll and tear it off as needed; but
it 1s also desirable to have the heading of the

T he object

- of my invention is to overcome these difficul-
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5o blank adapted

ties and to produce a continuous blank which
can be torn or cut off at any desired point,
which is constructed so that the heading of

the telegraph company, commercial house or

other concern will appear on the paper, and
further, to construct and arrange the blanlx SO
that it 1s possible to have a contract or state-
ment of conditions or other matter printed on
the back in such a way that the terms of the
contract or condltlons will appear on every
blank torn off.

To these ends my invention consists of a
for telegraph or other use, the

Fig. 1.

construction and arrangement of Wthh will

be hereinafter descrlbed and claimed.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying

drawings, forming part of this specuﬁcatwn

In Wthh—

- Figure 1 1s a face view of a section of the
b]ank embodying my invention. Fig. 2 is a
view of the back of the blank, and Flﬁ‘ 3isa
face view of a modification adapted tor com-
mercial houses doing a large amount of tele-
graphic work. -

The blank, as shown in the figures, is made
of any desired width within the hmlts of any
type-writing machine and should be of about
the width of the customary blank.

across the paperitismadelon ﬂ*ltudmally of the
paper and along one edge, as shown clearly in
Thus the Postal Teleﬁ'ra,ph the West-
ern Union, or other line can have its regulation
heading alonw the edge; but the heading is ar-

Instead,
- however, of h&\?’lnﬂ‘ the heading horizontally
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ranored In a series of relatwely short duphca— |

tlons, sothata blank can be torn off atany point

‘between the two headjng-sections, and thus it

will be complete. The conditions on the back
are printed in a size of type to bring the com-
plete contract or statement of condItlons with-
1n a section of the blank corresponding to the
size of one of the heading-sections, so that
wherever a blank is torn oﬂ:' 1f 1t 1s between
the sections it will be complete in every re-
spect. It will be observed that this leaves
the body portion of the blank entirely plain,

so that a message of any length may be writ-
ten without chano*mﬁ' the paper. In practice
I shall arrange a roll of the paper in close
proximity to the type- writing or other ma-
chine, so that it may be fed throuo*h continu-
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ously until the message is completely tran-

scribed, when the blanL 1S torn off. |
W’here a house is using a large amount of

‘telegraph blanks and wishes 1ts own name or

other matter thereon, it can be arranged in
some such way as shown in Fig. 3, and blanhs
if not used for telegraphic purposes can also
be made with or without this continuous body
portion and with the heading along the edge
or with other descriptive matter alomr the
edge and with or without the contract or othel
conchtlons on the back. .
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It will be clearly seen that the identifying
matter placed along the edge 1s 1mmaterial

ancl that the blank can be provided with lines

along the heading, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2,
to indicate the points where it is to be severed,
oritmay beleft plain,if preferred. Ifthelines
are used, as shown in the photo, they are not
perforated, as this would destroy the purpose
of the blank, but are simply printed lines to
ald in tearing off a straight blank. It will
be seen, therefore, that 1 provide a simple
blank, which 1s adapted for a great variety ot
uses and which has an uninterrupted' body or
writing portion.

In the description I have refer red to the
matter along the edge of the blank asa **head-
ing,” this answerino* as well as anything else
to describe the chm acteristics, and 1n using
this term in the description and clauns I mean
to include any identifying characteristics

which 1t may be desired to print along the edge

of the blank.

In the claims I sh‘ﬂl use the word ‘" head-
1ing ”’ asindicating theidentifying matter along
the edge of the blank—as, forinstance, in Fig.
1, which comprises the emblem and the words

749,241

“*Telegraph Union Company,New York,” &c.,
while in Fig. 3 it comprises the words ** Smith
Company” and *‘Telegram.”

Having thus described my mvention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—
1. Asan 1mproved article of manufacture,
a telegraph or other blank having a plain un-
interrupted or blank body portion to recelve
the written message, and with the matter usu-
ally constituting the identifying heading du-
plicated along the edge.

2. A telen'raph or other'blank havm gaplain

or blank body portion to receive the written
matter,and the matter usually constituting the
heading duplicated along the edge, but with
breaks between the duplications to indicate
where the blank may be torn off.

In testimony whereof I have signed mV
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

STEPHEN TOWNSEND.

Witnesses:
WARREN B. HuTcHINSON,

J. . DUNBAR.
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