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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHRISTIAN ANDRESEN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at St
Liouis, State of Missouri, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Clasps
for Grarment-Supporters, of which the fol-
lowing 1s a full, clear, and exact deser iption,
reference bemg had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part hereof.

My invention has relation to improvements
in clasps for garment-supporters; and it con-
sists 1n the novel construction and arrange-
ment of parts more fully set forth in the speci-
fication and pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perSpectlve

- view showing the apphcatlon of the device to a

stocking. Flcr 2 1s an enlarged perspective
view of “the clasp open. Fw 3 18 a side ele-
vation with the loop in section, showing the

manner of gripping the fabric of the gar- |

ment. Iig. 4 1s an outer face view of the

Kig. 5 1s a longitudinal sec-
tion on line 5 5 of Fig. 6. Flﬂ‘ 6 1s a rear

face view of the lockmﬂ'-tonﬂ'ue and Fig. 7
is a cross-section on line 7 7 of Fw

Primarily the present device is mtended as
a supporter for stockings, socks, and hose,
though 1t may be apphed as a supporte1 i‘or
O’arments generally. |

The object of the invention is to provide
the supporter with a clasp which while grip-
ping the stocking shall not tear it or rip 1t, the
tendency in this direction being reduced to a

‘minimum by reason of the pecuhar formation

of the locking-rib over which the fabric of
the stocking passes while held in its support-
ed position, such rib being substituted in lieu

of the prevailing button formmo' a part of the
tongue of the clasp of the old construction.

1t 1s the passing of the stocking over this

button which after a few applications restlts.

In the destruction of the material of the stock-

1ng and in the eventual puncturing thereof.

With my invention, however, this result is
avolded, all as will more fully appear from a

| detaﬂed description of the invention, which
1s as follows.

Referring to the drawmﬁ's, S represents a
conventional form of stocking-supporter, pro-
5o vided with cords ¢ ¢, to which the clasp is se-

cured. -The cords are secured to a plate 1,

provided with wings 2 2, bent about the cord,
and with addltlonal wings 3 3, bentin the op-
posite direction about the base of the resilient

tongue 4, forming the male member of the

clasp

Pivotally secured to the plate 1 and form—

'1110' the female member of my clasp is the loop

5, the sicles of the otiter end of whose opening

irmtlon&lly engage the inclined locking-rib

6, (carried by or tormmﬁ‘ a part of the tongue )
and the fabric of the stocking B passed over 1t.
The superiority of my clasp resides in the

particular formation of the longitudinally-

disposed rib 6, which, as previously stated,
18 substituted 1n lieu of the prevailing button
entering into the construction of this type of
Stoclﬂnw—suI)porters The rib referred to is
substantially triangular in longitudinal sec-
tion or 1s Wedge-shaped, the edge of the wedge
being on the side adjacent to.the base of the

tongue and the back of the wedge being adja~

cent to the free end of the tongue. The back ot
the wedge terminates in a nose 7, thereby leav-
ing between it and the outer face of the tongue
) depression or socket 8, with which the free
end of the loop engages, this engagement, cou-
pled with the frictional contact of the sides of
the opening of the loop against the triangular
sides of the wedge, serving to grip the stock-

1ng when the parts are loched Figs.1,3. The

fabric of the stocking within the 100]9 1s dis-
tributed along an enlaro ed supporting-surface
formed by the upper inclinﬁd tace of the wedge
or rib 6, this arrangement serving to prolong

55

6o

70

75

30

the life of the stocking, as the tendency to cut

through the fabric is reduced to a minimum.
Under the prevailing forms of clasp construc-
tions where the garment or stocking is gripped
about the shank of a button carried by the
tongue the limited surface of the head of the
button about which the fabrie of the stocking
must fold eventually causes a puncturing of
the stocking, and the latter must be twisted to
present new surfaces to the clasp..  With my
improvement, however, owing to the extended
surface presented by the upper inclined face
and triangular side faces of the rib 6 and the
extended dlsposmon of the frictional surfaces
of contact between the loop 5 and rib 6 the
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possibility of punctur eand wear is reduced toa
llllDIITI L1111,

In securing the clasp to the stocking the

tongue 1s first passed behind the stocking—
that 1s, into 1t—when the loop 1s folded over
the r1b, the tongue being slightly bent to per-
mit the nose 7 to pass fr eel,y“ through the loop,

after which the resiliency of the tongue (bemfr
preferably made of rubber) will cause the lat-
ter to elongate or straighten out, forcing the
base of the depression 8 acramst the outer end
of the loop-opening, Fig. 3.

I do not wish, ot course, to be Iimited to the
details here shown nor to the materials of
which the several parts may be constructed,
as the device 1s susceptible of changes in these
particulars without an actual departure from
the nature or spirit of my invention.

Having described my invention,
claim 18—

1. A clasp comprising a suitable loop, a
tongue secured at one end contiguous to the
base of the loop, and a tapering r ib carried by
the tongue and adapted toengage the Ioop, sub-
cs,tfmtmlh as set forth.

A clasp comprising a suitable loop, a
tongue secured at one end continguous to the
base of the loop, and an inclined or wedge-
shaped elongated rib on the tongue adapted to
engage the loop, substantially as set forth.

3. A clasp comprising a suitable loop, a

tongue secured at one end contiguous to the
base of the loop, and an inclined or wedge-
shaped elongated rib disposed longitudinally
of the tongue, with the back of the wedge ad-
jacent to the free end of the tongue, said rib
being adapted to engage the loop %ub%tan tially
as set tforth.
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4. A clasp comprising a suitable loep, a re-
silient tongue secured at one end contiguous
to the base of the loop, an inclined or wedge-
shaped elongated rib disposed longitudinally
on the inner face of the tongue with the back
of the wedge adjacent to the free end of the
tongue, said rib having a nose formed at the
meeting edge of the back and the outer inclined

face of the wedﬂe a socket or depression being
formed at the base of said nose, the parts oper-
?tll‘l l(: substantially as, and for the purpose set
orth.

5. A clasp comprising a suitable loop, a re-
silient tongue hinged in relation thereto, and
an elongated wedge-shaped rib disposed on the
inner face of the tongue and adapted to engage
the loop, substantially as set forth.

6. A clasp comprising a suitable loop, a re-
silient tongue hinged in relation thereto,and an
elongated inclined rib disposed on the inner
face of the tongue and adapted to engage the
loop, the tapering end of the rib gradually
merging with the face of the tongue, substan-

tially as set forth.

JJ---.-v

(. A clasp comprising a suitable loop, a re-

silient tongue hinged in relation thereto, an

elongated inclined rib disposed on the inner
face of the tongue and gradually merging with
the face thereof, a groove or depression being
formed at the free outer end of the rib, for en-

gagement with the adjacent end of the loop,
substqntmllv as set forth.
In testimony whereof T affix my signature

in presence of two withesses.
- CHRISTIAN ANDRESEN.
Witnesses:
EMIL STAREK,
(>. L. BELFRY.
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