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To all whom it may Y CONCEFrL:
Be it known that I, CLARENCE K. SCHAFF-

NER,a citizen of the United States of America,

and a resident of Cineinnati, in the county
of Hamilton and State -of Ohio, have invent-
ed certain new and useful Imnrovemenbs in

~ Clasps for Garters or the Like, of which the

10

followmrr is a specification.

- This invention relates to certain 1mprove-
mente in c¢lasps or fasteners, and more espe-
cially in that class of these devieces which are

‘more particularly designed for employment
in connection with garters and other gar-
ment-supporting: devices; and the object of

the invention is to provide a clasp or fastener

- of a simple and inexpensive nature and of a
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strong and compact structure which shall be

_adapted to firmly and securely hold-the ar-
ticles to which it is applied in use and which

shall be at the same time capable of ready ac-
tuation toeither grip or release such articles.
Theinvention consists in certain novel fea-

ticity, Whieh_etrip'or piece is bent at its cen-

tral portion to produce a rounded loop or eye

3, whereln is held a wire loop 4, having a bent

portion 5, engaged with the loop or eye 3 of
sald metal strip or piece. The wire loop 4 is
adapted for connection in & well-known way
with a piece of elastic or other webbing form-
ing part of a garter or other garment-sup-
portel From the central loop or eye 3 thus
produced the two jaws or members 1 and 2
of the clasp or fastemer are extended one

t above the other, and at the free end of each

jaw or member is produced a rounded en-

largement 6, integral with its respective jaw
or member.

T'o the inner or adjacent faces
of the ronnded enlargements 6 6 of the re-

spective jaws or members are secured circu-
lar pieces of sheet rubber or similar elastic
‘material (indicated at 7 7 on the drawings)
and provided with roughened orserrated sur-.

faces 8 8, adapted when the jaws or members

are pressed toward each other by the means

tures of the construction, combination, and { to be hereinafter explained to bind friction-

arrangement of the several parts of the im-.

preved clasp or fastener whereby certain im-
portant advantages are attained and the de-

vice 1s made SImpler cheaper, and otherwise
better adapted and more convenient for use,:

all as will be hereinafter fully set forth.

" The novel features of the invention will be
carefully defined in the claims. |
Intheaccompanying drawings, which serve

to illustrate my invention, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view showinga clasp or fastener em-

bodying my improvements; and Fig. 2 is an’

enlarged longitudinal central section taken

-through the same, the jaws or members of

the improved clasp or fastener being shown
separated from each other. Fig. 31is a view

similar to Fig. 2, but showing the jaws or !

members of the device closed togetherin posi-
tion for holding a garment or other article.
Fig. 4 1s a transverse vertical section taken
through the device in the plane indicated by
the line @ @ in Fig. 3 and showing certain

features of cenetructmn to be heremefner re- _
- | article between the jaws, since the clenched

- ferred to.

.-50.

In the views, 1 and 2 111dlca,te the two clamp-
ing jaws or members of the improved ¢lasp or
fastener, and these jaws or members are, as

herein shown, formed from a single piece or
- strip of metal of suitable strength and elas- |

!

ally npon the opposite sides of a garment or

other article in connection with which the
improved clasp or fastener is used to securely
‘hold the same between the jaws and prevent
such garment or other article from slipping
or bemg pulled from between said ,]awe or -
‘members. |
"~ The rubber or other elastic disks or pieces
| 77 may be cemented to the surfaces of the

enlargements 6 of the respective jaws or
members, and to afford a secure attachment
of said elastic disks 7 to said enlargements

I provide each enlargement with a hollow
rivet or eyelet 9, passed through it centrally

and also extended throngh the center of the
corresponding elastie disk 7, as seen in Figs.
1, 2, and 3, the inner ends of said rivets or

eyelets 9 being tightly clenched down upon

the serrated surface of the elastic disk, as in-
dicated at 10 in the drawings. These rivets

not only securely hold the elastie disks or
pads 7 to the jaws or members, but also aid

in holding or gripping the garment or other

inner portions 10 of the rivets or eyelets af-
ford a certain roughness upon the gripping-

surfaces of the disks or pads which mate-

rially increases the efﬁuenev of the clasp or

faetener
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Since the jaws or members 1 and 2.of the ] 4, which lugs or projections are adapted when

improved elasp or fastener are formed from

resilient metal, it is evident that their inher-

ent elasticity w111 hold them normally spaced
apart one from the other, as shown in Figs. 1
and 2, so that the articles to be gripped be-
tween the pads or disks 7 7 may be conven-
iently introduced between the same, and for

pressing the jaws or members toward each

other for gripping and holding the articles

- between said elastic disks or pads 7 7 I pro-

vide an eccentric lever 15, one end portion of
which 18 bent at an angle to the body portion
thereof, as indicated at 14 in the drawings,
and has lateral projections 13 13, as seen in
Fig. 4, which projections form pintles and
are introduced 1n openings 12, produced in
lugs 11 11, bent upward from opposite sides
of the Jaw or member 2.

The main portion of the lever 15 is extend-
ed upward from the jJaw or member 2 and is
passed through an opening 17, formed in the

- other jaw or member 1 of the 1mproved clasp
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or fastener, the projecting end portion 16 of
said lever forming a handle, by means of
which the lever may be conveniently manip-
ulated to press the jaws or members toward
each other into clamping engagement with a
garment or the like or to release said jaws

or members to permit the garment or other

article to be disengaged from them.
When the jaws or members 1 and 2 are

‘separated from each other, as indicated in

Figs. 1 and 2, and it is desired to close the
jaws or move them toward each other, it
is only necessary to press the projecting end
portion or handle 16 of the lever 15 rear-

-wardly toward the loop or eye 3, whereupon

the inclined surface of the main portion of
said lever will be caused to bear against the
rear wall of the opening 17 in member 1 and
will serve to press said member toward the

~member 2, 80 as to move the padsordisks7 7
. into clamping engagement with an article to
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be held. This movement of the lever and
jaw or member 1 is continued until the main
portion of the leveris caused to lie filush npon
the outer or upper surface of the jaw or mem-
ber 1, when it will be understood that the
device will be automatically locked, so that
the jaws canaot be again separated until the
lever has been lifted out of contact with the
jaw or member 1.

The elasticity of the material of which the

jaws or members 1 and 2 are formed will

serve to compensate for different thicknesses
of the articles gripped between the pads or
disks 7 7, so as to better accommodate the
device for use, and in order to prevent the
Jaws or members 1 and 2 fr om being pressed
toward each otherafter the pads or d1$ks 77
thereon shall have been moved into clamping
engagement with an article to be held I pro-

- vide upon the inner or under surface of the
~member 1 at opposite sides of the opening 17,

through which lever 15 is-extended, lugs or
projections 13 18, as seen in Figs. 2, 3, and

to clasp a garment or other article.

the lever has its main portion flush upon the
outer surface of the jaw or member 1 to en-
gage the lateral extensions or pintles 13 13 of
said lever to prevent further movement of
said jaws toward each other. 1In this way it
will be seen that the jaws or members are
prevented from being bent by being pressed
too forecibly together after the pads or disks
are engaged w1th an article to be held.

From the above description it will be seen
that the improved clasp or fastener con-
structed according to my invention 1s of an
extremely simple and inexpensive nature
and is at the same time of a compact, strong,
and durable structure, the lever 15 being pre-

-vented, owing to its engagement in opening

17 in member or jaw 1, from lateral move-

i ment such as would weaken its pivotal con-

nection with the jaw or member 2 and being
entirely out of the way and flush upon the
member or jaw 1 when the device is operated
It will
also be obvious from the above description
that the device i8 susceptible of some modi-
fication without material departure from the
principles and spirit of the invention in or-
der to adapt it for various uses, and for this
reason I do not wish to be understood as lim-
iting myself to the precise form and arrange-
ment of the several parts of the device here-
in set forth in carrying out my invention in
practice. ,

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—
1. A clasp comprising members movably
connected, one member having an opening,
a lever having an angular portion between
the members and provided with oppositely-
extended pintles for pivotal connection with
the other member and also provided with a
main portion extended at an angle to the an-
gular portion and passed through the open-
ing in the first-named member and adapted
to engage the first-named member and press
it toward the other member, the first-named

| member having at said openmﬂ* means to en-

gage said pintles of the lever when the latter

is so moved, elastic pads at the free ends of
the members and provided with serrated sur-
faces to bear on an article to be held and
hollow rivets passed through the members
and through the pads and clenched at the
serrated surfaces of the latter to hold the
pads in place on the members.

2. A clasp or fastener comprising members
or jaws movable toward and away from each
other, one member being provided with per-
forated projections at opposite sides and the
other member being provided with a central
opening and with projections at opposite
sides of the opening and extended toward the
first-named member and a lever having an
angular portion arranged between the two
members with oppositely-arranged pintles

| engaged in the perforations of the lugs of the
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first-named member and with a main portion |
passed through the central opening of the
other member said projections at opposne'
“sides of the opening through which the main

portion of the lever is passed being adapted,
when the jaws or members are pressed to-

ward each other, to engage upon the oppo- |
mtely-armnged pmtles of the lever to hmlt_ o

movement of said Ja.ws or members toward

“each other. w _

Signed at Cmclnnam Ohio, this 7th day of
September, 19083.
CLARENCE E. SOHAFFNER
Witnesses:
JOBEN ELIAS J ONES
- WILLIAM SCHUCHARDT. |
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