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To all whom it may. concern:
Be it known that I, MILBURN M. MERRILL

of Weedsport, in the county of Cayuga, in the
State of New York, have invented new and

usefulImprovementsinPlaiting Attachments
for Skirt-Bands and Similar Garments, of

which the following, taken in connection with

the accompanying drawings, is a full clear,
and exact description. = |

This invention relates toa plaltmcr attach-
ment for bands of skirts and other garments
in which it is desired to maintain a series of

uniform folds or plaits and to permlt the num-
ber of folds to be i iner eased or dimi mshed at-

will. |
My object, therefm e, 1s to prowde a smnple,

practical, and efﬁclent device upon which’

may be folded a variable number of uniform

-plaits, the device being adapted to be worn
with the garment to hold the plaits from

spreading or unfolding, and thereby to al-
ways maintain a symmetrical series of folds.

It will be evident from the subsequent de-
seription that this device is applicable to

many uses in the art to which it relates—as,:
in the formation of multifold |

for instance,
darts, which may be arranged at regular or

irregular intervals in the garment, and par-

ticularly at the bands of the inner or outer
It is also apparent that
if it is desired to form plaitsin the outer gar-
ments, in which instance portions of the de-

vices mwhb be exposed, they may be formed |

- ofsilver or gold plated metal or otherwise or-
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5o of thls invention I have shown a portwn of a |

namented 130 add to the pleasmﬂ appearance
of the garment.

In Flgure 1 of the drawmﬂ's I have shown a
portion of a skirt having 1ts waistband pro-
vided with a series of plaits or multifold
darts as folded upon and held in position by
my improved plaiting attachment.  Fig, 2 is
an enlarged transverse horizontal sectional
view through a series of plates, showing
more clearly the application of my invention
thereto.

Similar reference characters mdleate cor-
respondmg parts in all the views.
In order to demonstrate the practicability

‘hook-shape extremities 6.

Fig. 3 is ‘a face view of one of the
detached pl&ltlﬂﬂ' devices. .

' skirt 1, having a band 2 and a vertieal slit 3,

the band being provided with a series of aper-
tures in which are secured at.regular inter-
vals eyelets 4, which are generally located at
the back of the skirt at opposite sides of the
slit o.
ed to receive my improved plaiting attaeh-
ment, which consists of a rigid bar & of suait-

able metal or equivalent material, having its

opposite ends bent backwardly in opposite
directions for forming open-sided loops or
The bar 5 is of
sufficient length to take in a considerable

‘namber of folds and yet is'short enough so

that its ends lie close to the waist of the wearer
without distorting the garment or percepti-
bly bending the bar and any number of these
bars may be used to form as many multifold
darts as may be desired.

It 18 evident that this device is reversible
and interchangeable and can be used in either

‘a vertical or horizontal position, is simple

and economical in manufacture, and does not
add mateually to the cost of the garment to
which it is applied.

The plaits or folds may be for med on either
end of the bar by simply slipping the eye-
lets successively over the hook-shape end in
the manner seen in Fig., 2—q. e., the bar is
hooked from either end into the eyelets,which
are then moved along the bar toward the op-
posite hook, the latter forming an abutting
shoulder for the folds—and when a sufficient
nuamber of plaits or folds are made the re-
malning parts of the band may be extended
so that the end eyelets pull directly against
the closed ends of theloops, as seenin Flg 2.

Any sunitable means may be employed for
fastening the edges of the slit 3 together, and
for this purpose I have shown clasp-sections
7, similar to the ordinary glove-fasteners;
but it is evident that an ordinary hook or
eve or equivalent fastener may be used, if
desired, this feature formmg no pa,lt of my
plesent invention.

Having thus described myinvention, what
I claim,and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18-—-—-—

1. Aplaiting attachment for skirt- bands,
bar passed through the band at intervals to

These apertures or eyelets are adapt- -
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form plaits in the band, said bar having hook- | vals, and a bar inserted through the eyeléts

shape extremities interlocking with the band | and provided with hook-shape extremitiesfor
to hold the plaits from spreading. the purpose described.

2. In combination with a garment-band In witness whereof I have hereunto set my

5 having a series of eyelets arranged side by ! hand this 5th day of March, 1903.

side, a bar inserted through successive eye-
lets to form plaits in the band, and meanson |’ - MILBURN M. MERRILL.
the bar to prevent spreading of the plaits. Witnesses:

3. Incombination with a skirt-band having Isaac CHADDERDON,

10 &4 row of eyelets arranged at regular inter-| = CARL L. BURNETT.
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