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To all whom it m@y concerm: - |
Be it known that I, Isaac H. ATHEY, a eiti-

zen of the United Stetes, residing at bhleago,

- Cook county, Illinois, have mvented certain

5 new and useful Improvements in Adjustable |

File-Cabinet Partitions, of Wthh the follow—-
1ing is a specification.

| Th1e invention relates to partitions forfile-
cabinets, and is designed to provide an ad-

1o justable drawer-supporting partition which

shall be adjustable to various widths of

drawers and at the same time be adapted for

drawers of various depths.

.. The object of the invention is to provide a
15 partition which may be adjusted at any time

after a drawer-cabinet has been built and

‘which adjustability shall be susceptible of

infinite or close variations as to widths, and.

in its modified form, lengths of drawers sup-

20 ported therein, to meet varying requirements

| of the buemees, the relative positions of vari-
ous classes of drawers or sizes.

- Another object is to prowde a, partition |
which while ad;uetable shall have a firm-

25 hold upon its supports and which shall be

of simple design, involving inexpensive parts

‘that do not add metemelly to the cost of the

- cabinet. ,_

- Theinvention consmts,generally speakm
30.of a partition having horizontal drewer

grooves and meaus parallel with said grooves |
- for fastening the partition to-suitable sup-

ports in the eabinet. .

The invention further eonelsts in a pa,rh-'

35 tion provided with clamping-rails and means
for forcing said rails toward each other to
cause same to grip sulteble fixed supports in
‘the cabinet. -

The invention further eenswts in a pair of

40 clamping-rails mountedon two opposite edges

of said’partition and provided with mdentmn*'

means at their ends, whereby said ends may
‘be caused to take a secure hold on the sup-

ports therefor, and means for forcing said
45 clamping-rails towa,rd each other and upen-

said fixed supports. = . -

The invention further eonelste in an ex-
pansible or contractile partition made in two
- parts movable toward and from.each other
so in the same plane in guides or channel-irons

—

enlarged view on the line 2 2 of Fig. 1
3 is a still further eularﬂ'ed view on the hne |

on the line 4 4 of Fig. 3.

irons for cla.mpmg the Iatter upon oppositely-
disposed supports.
The invention further consists in a parti-

| tion provided with clamps for securing said 55

partition to fixed supports, a series of drawer
guide-grooves, and means for forcing sald

| clemps toward each other to tighten or re-

lease their hold upon said fixed supports.
The invention further consists in & two- Go

part partition oceupying a single plane, said

parts being movable toward eech other in

said plane, aseriesof drawer guide-grooves,

and means for elamping said partition ab its
corners upon aseries of fixed supports meny 65
pes1t10n upon said supports.

The invention further consists in a parti-

tion provided with a pair of clempmﬂ*-lalls :

upon opposite edges of said partition, said

.1aﬂe Dbeing eurved emund the edﬂ'ee of ‘the 70

.;opposwely bh1eaded edJeeent ende, and 2

sleeve - nut connecting said ends; and the
invention further conelstq in the various de-

tails of construction. and combinations of 7j

parts, all as hereinafter more fully described,
and perncularly pointed out in the claims.
The invention will be more 1ead11y under-

‘stood by reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part of thisspecification, and 8e

in which—
Figure 1 is a front elevation of a cebmeb

provided with four partitions embodying my

invention, a series of drawers being shown

between two of said partitions. Flg 2 1s an 8s
E'1 18,

3 3 of Fig. 2 with the cebmet omitted. FKig.
4is a central fragmental view substantlelly
Fig. 5 is a view go
similar to Fig. 2 with the exeenmon that the

-partition proper is shown in two parts; and

Fig. 6 is a view similar to Fig. 4£ with the ex-
coeption that-the former is a section of the con-
struction shown in Fig. 5, while the latter is g5

a section through the eonetructwn shown in
| Fig. 2. |

In the drawmﬂ*s, 2 represents the u pper and

i lower portion of a plain box- form cabinet
having a rear wall 3.

Secured to the upper r1co
and lower portions 2 of the cabinet are cleats,

and means between said parts and channel- | ledﬂ'es, ribs, or etups 4 4, which constltute




<

- supportsfor thereduced ends 5 5 of the elamp-
- Ing-rails 6 6, curved or bent around the up-
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per and lower edges 7 7 of the body of the in-
tegral partition 8 and the divided partition 9
of Figs. 2 and 5, respectively. The side por-

tions 6’ 6’ of the ela.mplng -rails 6 are cut away

at the ends 5 substantially on the line y y of
Fig. 3, the side views of the cut-away por-

Llons bemg clearly shown in FKigs. 2 and 5,

which leaves reduced sides 6’ or cutting edﬂ'es

adapted toslightly indent the cleats 4, where- |
by slipping of the partition is prevented when
the rails 6 have been drawn toward each other
or forced upon the cleats 4 by means of the
threaded rods 11 11', contracted or expanded

by means of thesleeve-nut 12, in threaded en-
cagement with the threaded ends 1313'. The
sleeve-nut 12 is preferably provided with a
short lever 12/, projecting through both sides
of the nut, for whlch and the nut 12 apertures

14 and 14’ are provided in the integral parti-

tion-body 9 and the divided portions 10 10,
respectively. The heads 1515’ of the rods 11
11" are preferably countersunk in the rails 6,
as shown in Fig. 3. In the sides of the par-
titions 8 and 9 are continuous grooves 8’ and
registering grooves 10’ 10', respectively, for a
sultable projecting bottom edge or slide por-
tion of the drawers 17. (Shown in Fig. 1.)
Therails 6 are loosely mounted upon the edges

of the partition and are held in place only by
the rods 11 11'.

SPeetwe corners for the cleats 4.

From the foregoing description it will be
apparent that by loosening the nut 12 the
partition may be moved along the cleats 4,
and firmly secured at any point thereof by

tightening the nut 12.

While my partition is well adapted for
drawers having the well-known slide edges:
16, thereby saving loss of space between the
drawers 17 , 16 18 also ad apted for the common.
form of side strip nailed, screwed, or dove-
tailed into partitions, which strips may be se-
cured in the slots 8" and 10’ by either of the:
methods named and in the case of a dove-.
tail joint said slots slightly modified accord-

- ingly.
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Ordinarily thechangesin file- eabmet,s made.

- necessary by increase or the exigencies of a
business are chiefly in the sizes of drawers,
and my invention makes possible the con-
struction of standard sizes of cabinets, which.

will allow innumerable changes as to expan-
sibility and form by providing cabinets
adapted to take up certain available space

and providing “blind ” fronts for unoccupied

space until such time as it may be requnedl with supportmﬂ'—ledges extending longitudi-

for additional drawers.

cordance with requirements. In the divided
form of partition shown in Fig. 5 expansion
as to length of drawers is a,lso provided for,

The partitions 8 and 9 are
cut out, as shown in Figs. 2, 5, at their re-

4. The combination, with a cabinet, of a

By this arrangement
the provision for futore needs will not be
merely a matter of guesswork, but may be
provided for from time to time exactly in ac- |

748,335

1 in which case of course rails 6 would have to

be made of greater comparative length than
that shown in the figures, although othermse
exactly the same as 111ustrated

KFrom the foregoing it-will be evident that
my invention is capable of numerous other
adaptations and also that modifications may
be made In the minor details thereof by one
skilled in the art without departing from the
spirit of ‘'my invention, which I therefore do
not confine to the specific construction herein
shown and described.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. The combination, with a cabiuet, of op-
positely-disposed supporting-ledges extend-
ing longitudinally of said cabinet, a partition
having oppositely - disposed movable edges,
and adjustable meansforclampingsaidledges
between said edges.

2. The combination, with a ‘cabinet, of a
| series of parallel ledfres extending lonn*ltudl-
t nally of said Gabinet, a p&rtibion-having 118
corners arranged adjacent to said ledges, and
fastening means upon said partition adjust-
able upon said ledges.

3. The combination, with a cabinet, of a
seriesof parallelsupporting-ledges extending
longitudinally of said cabinet, a movable par-
tition, and supporting means arranged sub-
stanmally 1n the planes of the edges of said
partition for securing same to said ledges.

series of parallel ledges extending longitudi-
nally of said eabinet, a partition having its
corners adjacent to said ledges, and means
operable substantially in the middle portion
of said partition for securing same upon smd
ledges at all of its corners.

5. The combination, with a cabinet pro-
vided with a series of pa,rallel cleats or rails,
of a rectangular partition provided with edfre
clamps and means for contracting the latter t Lo
orip said cleats or rails between said clamps.

6. Thecombination, with a cabinet, of four
parallelsupportsin said cabinets, a pat’-tition,
a clamp embracing opposite edges of said
partition and supports, and means for con-
tracting said clamp upon said supports.

7. Thecombination, with a eabinet, having
suitable supports therein, of an independent
partition, and expansible and contractible
clamping means operable at a single point for

fastening said partition at each of 1ts corners.

| by frictional engagement only with said sup-
I ports.

8. The combination,with a cabinet provided

nally within said cabinet, of a partition hav-
ing a pair of movable edﬂ*e rails and means
for elamping the ends of sald rails upon said
ledges and at right angles thereto. |

9. The combmatlon with a four- sided cabi-
‘net provided with supportmn'-ledges extend-
ing along the a,nﬂ'les formed by said sides, of
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a partition expa.nmble tewa,rd all of said sides
and means for fastening said partition upon
said ledges at right angles thereto.

- 10, Theeombmatwn Wlthdf011t'-81ded cabi-
net provided with supportmmledﬂ'es extend-

ing along the angles formed by said sides, of
a partition, means for expanding said parti-
tion toward all of said sides, and means for
fastening the ends of two of the edges of said

partition upon said ledges.
~ 11. The eombmabmn, with a four-sided cabi-
" net, of a series of parallel ledges extending

along the angles- formed by said sides, of a

partition having all of its four sides mova,ble

15

20

toward and from each other, and means for
clamping said partition upon said ledges.

12. Thecombination, with afour-sided eabi-
net, of a series of four parallel ledges secured
thereto a partition expansible toward all of
said four sides, and means for contracting
two of its sides or edges upon said ledges.

13. In a file-cabinet partition, the combma-
tion, with suitable projecting cleats or rails,

of a partlmon -wall, a pair of ela,mpuw-ralls

upon opposite edges of said wall and means
for forcing the I‘.‘:ELIIS toward each other and

li

|

S

clamping the ends thereof upon said project- .

ing cleats or rails.

14. In afile-cabinet partition, the combina-
tion with suitable supporting-strips, of a par-
tition - wall provided ~with drawer guide-
grooves, suitable clamping-rails parallel with

b&ld orooves and upon opposite edges of said

wall adapted to be supported at their ends
upon said strips, and means for foreing said
rails into fixed engagement with said strips.

15. In a file-cabinet partition, the combina-

‘tion, with a series of fixed cabinet-supporting

stmps or rails, of a partition-wall having a
series of drawer slide-grooves, a pair of loose
rails adapted to engage two of the edges of

said wall and said strips or rails, a pair of

threaded rods engaging said respective loose

rails, and anut common toand having thread-

30

35

40

ed engagement with both of said rods for fore- 45

ing said loose rails together,
In testimony whereof I have heleunto set
my hand in the presence of two witnesses.
ISAAC H. ATHEY.
Wltnesses: |
J. W. BECKSTROM,
W. H. COTTON.
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