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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, JOHN B. AIKIN, resid-
ing at Bloomington, in the county of Clinton
and State of Ohio, have invented a new and

Improved Can Opening or Closing Implement,

of which the following is a specification.
This invention has for 1its purpose 1o pro-
vide a new and improved implement capable
of being conveniently manipulated for aiding
in the applying or removal of the tops or clo-
sure members of fruit cans or vessels in which
the said closure member or top is hermetically
sealed by solder or wax; and it comprehends
a peculiar construction of an implement of
the kind stated having a head portion of cast-
iron or other metal one end of which is es-
pecially designed for fitting closely in the

orooves or joined edges of the lid or can-top

whereby to quickly and effeetively loosen the
solder and having its other end designed for
melting wax or other sealing substance on the
olass or-tin closure members applied in that
manner on the vessel or can, it also having a
handle portion joined with the head and ex-
tended therefrom in a plane at right angles
to the vertical of the said head.

In its moresubordinate features my inven-
tion consists in certain details of construetion
and peculiar combination of parts hereinaf-
ter deseribed, and specifically pointed out in
the appended claim, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a view illustrating the manner
in which my invention is used for removing
the lid of an ordinary fruit-ean. Fig. 21s a
similar view illustrating the manner of using
the same for melting and spreading the wax
in the groove around the lid or cover for her-
metically sealing the same. Fig. 3 is a per-
spective view of my improved implement.
Fig. 4 is a cross-section of the head; and Kig.
5 is a side elevation of the head, illustrating
the puncture-soldering portion. |

In the practical construction my invention
embodies a circular head-piece 1, preferably
made of cast-iron or copper and provided
with a laterally-projected hub or boss 1* to re-
ceive the shank 22 of the handle 2, which, as
will be clearly seen from the drawings, eX-
tends from the head in a plane at right an-
gles to the vertical plane thereof, the reason

effective manner.

| the head 1 terminates inan annular V-shaped

beveled rim b, and the said head and its rim
b in practice are of such size and shape as
to conform and fit the can lids or tops and
the grooves for same in the top of the fruib
and other cans such as are now in general
use and about uniform in size.

In using the implement to aid in opening
the can the same is manipulated substan-
tially in the manner shown in Fig. 1, and the
beveled portion D by reason of snugly fitting
the soldered joint between the can-top and
the lid readily melts the solder in a quick and
By reason of the head be-
ing made circular it can be quickly heated
to the desired degree and admits of using a
fork, knife, or other metalimplementthatcan
be held in the opening of the head and drawn

( against the lid when soldering and in plain

view of the operator.

In the operation of the implement for re-

moving the lid I find it advisable tofirst make
9 small puncture in the center of the lid to
admit air into the can, as this permits of the
easy removal of the can-lid and keeps the
metal solder from flowing into the can.
The end of the head opposite the beveled
rim b has a flat annular face ¢, which is es-
pecially designed for melting sealing-wax in
opening or sealing glass or tin covers or lid
members, and by reason of its circular and
flat rim surface it will melt the wax or solder-
ing substance evenly and spread same effect-
ively in the groove or joint around the lid or
cover. To further provide for using my im-
plement as an ordinary soldering-iron, the
edge of the portion c is beveled, as at ¢, to
admit of flatly pressing the head in angles or
beveled corners, and at one side the head
has a flat portion d, whose rubbing-surface
d* is in a plane concentri¢ with the periph-
ery of the head. This portion of the head is
aseful for soldering and mending other tin-
ware. |

From the foregoing, taken in connection
with the accompanying drawings, it 1s be-
lieved the advantages of my invention will
readily appear.

1 am aware that devices have heretofore
been employed in the nature of a disk having
a flat soldering-face slidably mounted on a

for which will presently appear. At one end | cuide adapted to be held pressed down on the
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can-lid with one hand as the disk is manipu- | nularenlarged flat rim ¢ at one end, and hav-

lated with the other hand. My invention
differentiates from suech type of soldering de-
vices in the peculiar construction of the hol-
low head, with its especially-designed faces
on the opposite ends and the complete de-
talled construction of the several parts there-
of, as set out in the claim.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to securs by Letters Pat-
ent, 18— |

Animplement of the characterstated, com-
prising a circular hollow head having an an-

Ing 1ts opposite end beveled inwardly from
the outer face and having the inner face of
sald end beveled outwardly at the same end
whereby a V-shaped annular soldering-rim
1s formed, the said body also having a later-
ally - projected integral socket to receive a
handle, and at one side, a flat supplemental
soldering-surface, for the purposes described.
JOHN B. AIKIN.

Yitnesses:
GEO. C. BARNS,
HOWARD BARNS,
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