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MEANS FOR OPERATING ROLLING PARTITIONS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 747,621, dated December 22,-1 908.
Application filed July 25, 1902, Serial No, 116,917 (No model)

To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatI, WILLIAM LUMLEY,a citi-
zon of the United States, residing at Chicago,
in the county of Cook and State of Illinois,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Means for Operating Rolling
Partitions, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact specification. |

My invention relates more particularly to
means for raising and lowering that class of
roiling partitions employed in lecture-halls
and other like places for dividing the same
off into a number of smaller rooms, and which
partitions are usually wound on rollers se-
cured to the ceiling, the edges of the parti-
tions being held by portable guides or posts
in which such edges slide, and which posts
are customarily removed to avoid obstruct-
ing the room when the partition is rolled up.

My invention has for its primary objeet to
provide improved portable means whereby
the partition may be conveniently rolled up
or unrolled by power, a further and subsidi-
ary objeet being to provide such means on
one of the movable guides or posts so that
when the latter is put in place it will auto-

matically connect with the winding mechan-

ism of the partition at the ceiling.

With these ends in view my invention con-
sists in certain features of novelty in the con-
struction, combination, and arrangement of
parts by which the said objects and certain
other objects hereinafter appearing are at-
tained, all as fully described with reference
to the accompanying drawings, and more par-
ticularly pointed out in the eclaims.

~ In the said drawings, Figure 1is a vertical
sectional view taken transversely of the box

or casing whiceh contains the partition at the
ceiling and longitudinally of the post which

guides the partition and carries the operating |

mechanism. Fig. 2 is a plan section of sach
casing, taken on the line 2 2, Fig. 1. Fig. 3
is an enlarged detail vertical section of the
Joint between the portable and fixed portions
of the apparatus, and Fig. 4 is an enlarged
plan section taken on the line 4 4, Fig. 1.
The partition is not shown, but it may be
in the form of any suitable flexible curtain
secured to and adapted to wind on a roller or

drum 1, which is sapported under the ceiling

by any suitable means and usually within a

casing or box 2, so as to hide the curtain or
partition from view when rolled up. The
shatt 3 of the roller or drum 1 is provided
on one end with a worm-wheel 4, with which
engages a worm 3, arranged in a vertical po-
sition and having the upper end of its shaft
6 Journaled in a bracket 7%, secured to one end

1 of the casing 2, and its lower end projected

through the bottom of the casing and carrying
asocket?7,whichissituated within astationary
portion 8 of the post or guide, whose portable
portion, betore referred to, is shown at 9, the
stationary portion 8beingsecured totheunder
side of the casing 2 or to any other part of
the building. The portable portion 9 of the
post or guide i8 hollow, and within it is situ-
ated a vertical shaft 10, which is journaled
in blocks 11 12 or any other suitable Dbear-

Jects above the upper blo¢k or bearing 12 and
18 in the form of a key 13, which when the
portable portion 9 of the boss or guide is
placed under the fixed portion 8 engages in

“the socket 7 and turns the secrew 5 when the
parts .

shatt 10 is turned. In order that the
may be more accurately fitted together,either
the fixed or the portable portion of the post,
preferably the portable portion, is provided

with dowels or pins 14, which engage in suit-

able sockets in a block 15, secured in the
lower end of the fixed portion 8 of the post,
and which block 15 also constitutes a guide
for holding and steadying the lower end of
the shatt 6. |

‘On the lower end of the shaft 10 is secured
a beveled pinion 16,which meshes with a bev-
eled gear 17, secured on a horizontal erank-
shaft 18, journaled in a suitable bracket 19,
arranged within the post and secured to a
block 20 by means of bolts 21 or other suit-
able devices, the outer end of crank-shaft 18
being provided with erank 22,50 that the shaft
10 may be rapidly revolved. -

In order that the lower end of the post or
guide may be secured in place, it is provided
with one or more bolts 23, adapted to drop
into suitable sockets in the floor 24.

With the means described it will be seen
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ings, and the upper end of this shaft 10 pro-
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that the act of placing the guide or postin |
position to receive the edge of the partition
as it 1s nnwound from the drum 1 also con-
nects the winding mechanism of the drum
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with the operating mechanism in the post,

~and by applying the crank 22 to its shaft 13

the partition may be quickly lowered or |
raised, and when once wound within its cas-
ing it will there remain without other hold-

ing means, since its weight cannot rotate the

. worm 5 neither before nor after the portable

portion of the post is removed. - |

Having thus described my invention, what:
I claim as new therein, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 1s—

1. In a'device for the purpose described the

- ecombination of a winding partition or cur-
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tain, means for winding and unwinding the
same, a portable guide-post therefor and

‘means carried by said post for engaging and

operating said winding means, substantially
as set forth. R
- 2. Inadevice forthe purposedescribed,the
combination of a winding partition or cur-
tain, means for winding and unwinding the

- same, a portable guide-post having means at

-::2.5'
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" means, substantially as set forth.
4, In a device for the purpose described the
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its upper end for connecting withsaid winding

~ means, and means at its lower end for at-
tachment to the floor and means carried by
said post for operating said winding means,

substantially as set forth.

- 8. Inadevice for the purpose deseribed the

combination of a winding partition or cur-

tain, means for winding and unwinding the
same, a portable guide-post, means carried
by said portable guide-post, comprising a key
~for engaging and operating said winding

| said guide-post,dowel-pins for connecting the

combination with a winding partition or cur-

tain, winding meanstherefor having a socket,

a portable guide-post for the edge of said cur-
tain or partition, and operating means car-
ried bysaid post and comprising a key adapt-
ed to engage in said socket when the postis
put in place, substantially as set forth.

5. In adevicefor the purpose described the
combination of a winding partition or cur-
tain, winding means therefor having a shaft,
a portable guide-post for the edge of said par-
tition, a shaft journaled on said post, means

stantially as set forth.
| 8. Inadevice for the purpose described the

747,621

for connecting said shafts together when said =~
post is put in place, and means carried by

said post for revolving said second shaft, sub- 50_'

stantially as set forth. o o
6. In a device forthe purpose described the

combination of a winding partition or cur-

tain, winding means therefor, a portable
oguide-post for the edge of said partition or

curtain, a casing for said partition or cur-

tain, adjoining means for connecting the up-
per end of said portable post with sald cas-
ing, a shaft journaled on said portable post,
means for connecting said shaft with said
winding means when said post is placed 1n

o

position, and means carried by said post for

revolving said shaft, substantially as .set

forth.

7. Ina device for the purpose described the.
combination of a winding partition or cur-

tain, a worm and worm-wheel operatively
connected therewith for winding and unwind-
ing the same, a socketed shaft 6 for rotating
| said worm, a portable post for guiding the
edge of said curtain, ashaft journaledinsaild
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post and having a key adapted to engage in

‘the socket of shaft 6 and means carried by

said postforrevolving said second shaft, sub-
75

combination of a winding partition or cur-

‘tain, winding means therefor, the fixed or
‘stationary portion 8 of a gunide-post for the
8o

edge of said curtain, a portable portion 9 of

portions of said guide-post together, a shaft
journaled in the portable portion of said

‘guide-post, means for connecting said shaft

with said winding means when the said por-
tions of the guide-post are placed together,
and means carried by said portable portion
of the guide-post for revolving said shaft,
substantially as set forth.

WM. LUMLEY.

Witnesses:
F. A. HOPKINS,
M. B. ALLSTADT.
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