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Io all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ARCHIBALD LOUTZEN-
HISER IRVIN, a citizen of the United States,

and a resident of Meadville, in the county of

Crawford and State of Pennsylvania, have in-

vented new and useful Improvements in De-

vices for Delivering Articles to Movin g Trains,

~ ~of which the following is a full, clear, and ex-
~act description.

My invention relates to certain novel and
usetful improvements in means for delivering

articles, and has particular application to a

device of the class deseribed designed to be

employed for holding and delivering articles,

messages, documents, parcels, and packages,
and any small articles in general to moving
vehicles or trains. - |

In earrying out my invention I have-pa_ri
ticularly in view providing a holder which

shall securely retain such parcels and the
like and which may be extended in such
manner as to be received or taken by the en-
gineer, conduetor, or other official while the
train 18 in motion. ' o -

A further object of my invention is to pro-
vide a holding and delivering device which
may be made out of ratan or other suitable

tial features of simplicity, durability, inex-
pensiveness, and convenience.

- panying drawings, and set forth in the ap-
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pended claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of thisspecification,

In which similar characters of reference indi-

- cate corresponding parts in all the figures.
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~employed for retaining the messages or the

g0

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a holding
and delivering device embodying my im-
provements, a letter or message being shown

in dotted lines to illustrate the manner of
securing the same to the frame of the device.

Fig. 2 is a side view of a portion of the frame
of the device, showing in detail the clamp

like.  Fig. 3 is a similar view, the clamp be-
ing shown in longitudinal section. Fig. 4 is

| & side view of a portion of a modified form of
frame and ¢lamp, and Fig. 5is a longitudinal
sectional view of the device shown in Fig. 4.
- Referring now to the accompanying draw- 5z
ings in detail, 5 designates the frame or main
body portion of the device, which is formed
of ratan or other suitable material and is
“bent, preferably, in a circular or elliptical
shape to form a hoop, the end portions 6 and 6o 3
7of which are connected by a relatively small
sleeve 8, carried at the reduced end portion
9 of the conical tube 10. This tube 10 is

| somewhat flattened at its widened base or

mouth 11 to receive the ends of the rods 12 65 ‘

12, which rods form the handle of the device.
The sleeve 8, which, as will be seen, is ar-
ranged transversely or at right angles to the
tube 10, may be stamped or tormed integral
withsaid tube or maybeinthenatureofa sepa- 70
rate piece inserted within the tube, as shown
in Fig.3. Extendingtransversely through the
flattened portion of the tube 10 is a pin 13,
adapted to act as a pivot for the elongated
clamping-arm 14, which arm is normally held 45
~with its curved front end portion 15 in con-
tact with the sleeve 8 through the medium of
the spring 18, coiled about the pivot 13, one
end portion 17 of said spring bearing against
the interior surface of the tube, while the 8o

_ | otherend, 18,extends through a slot 19, formed
With the above-recited objects and others |
of a similar nature in view my invention
consists in the counstruction, combination,
and arrangement of parts, as is deseribed in |
this specification, delineated in the acecom-

in the tube, and bears against the widened
finger - plate 20, formed on the clamping-
arm 14, - )

In Figs. 4 and 5 I have shown a slightly- 8s
modified form of the device. In this instance
the hoop portion 5% is formed integral with
the handle portion 12* of the article and the
handle members are held parallel and pre-
‘vented from spreading apart through the me- go
dium of the curved arms or extensions 82,
formed integral with the lower plate 92, such
extensions being approximately of band-like
conformation, and one of each of the arms is
secured to one of the parts 8 through the gg
medium of a serew or the like 10*, The flat
plate-like member 9* is provided with a pair

1 of upwafdly-exnending parallel lugs 112, each

of said lugs being apertured to permit the pas-
sage of a pivot-pin 132, to which pinissecured, 1oc

through the medium of dowawardly-extend-

| ing lugs 14?, the upper body portion orclamp-
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ing member 15, the forward end of the clamp-
ijng member being curved downwardly, as

shown at 16%, while coiled about the pivot-pin

and having one end bearing against the upper
5 plate and one end against the lower plate 18
a tension-spring 172, desigued to normally
cause the upper clamping member to press
firmly against the lower plate.

From the above description, taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction and manner of employing
my improvement will be readily apparent.
The message, parcel, or other article to be
delivered to the moving train is clamped
between the upper clamping-arm and the
transverse sleeve, as clearly shown in Figs.
1 and 2, and may be handed up by any per-
" son to the engineer, conductor, or other offi-
cial while the train is in motion, it only being
necegsary for the official to extend his arm 8o
that the hoop only be hung or thrustupon the
same by the party having hold of the handle.

The clamp which is employed for retain-
ing the messages and also for securely bind-
ing the parallel strips forming the handle

IQ

I5

20

member may be made of any suitable mate-

rial—such as tin, iron, brass, or the like—and
while I have shown and described one par-
ticular embodiment of the invention minor
changes, such as the shape of the hoop, may
be resorted to without departing from the
spirit or sacrificing any of the advantages of
the invention.

Having thus described my invention, 1l
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— | -

1. A device of the classdescribed, compris-
ing a hook member formed of a single piece
- of material, a sleeve connecting the end por-
40 tions of the hoop, a tubular member carrying
said sleeve, a clamping-arm secured to the

tubular member, and a handle inserted with-
in the tubular member, the construction be-
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ing such that a parcel or the like may be |

clamped between the arm and the sleeve,sub-
stantially as set forth.

9. A device of the class described, compris-

ing a hoop member formed of a single pilece
of material, a sleeve for connecting
portions of the material, a handle for said
hoop, and a clamping-arm designed to bear
upon the sleeve for retaining a parcel or the
like, subsiantially as set forth.

3. A device of the class deseribed, compris-
ing a frame formed of a single piece of mate-
rial bent into hoop shape, means for retain-
ing the ends of the material formingthe frame,
means coOperating with the end-retalning
means for forming a clamp to hold a parcel
or the like, and a handle for the device, sub-
stantially as set forth. -

4. A device of the class described, compris-
ing a hoop-shaped frame, a sleeve for retain-
ing the ends of the frame, a tubular member

connected with said sleeve, the free end por-

tion of the tnbular member being flattened,

an arm pivoted to the tubular member and

adapted to codperate with the sleeve for

clampinga parcel or the like,a spring for nor-

mally holding one end of the arm 1n contact
with the sleeve, and a handle designed to be
seated within the flattened portion of the tu-
bular member, substantially as set forth.

5. A device of the class described, compris-
ing a hoop portion and a handle portion, and
a clamping device connecting the hoop por-
tion and the handle portion, said clamping
device including alower member,and a clamp-
ing-arm mounted upon said lower member,
substantially as set forth. | _

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in.the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

ARCHIBALD LOUTZENHISER IRVIN.

Witnesses:
Lrwis H. LAUDERBAUGH,
WILLIAM S. SMITH.
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