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To all whom it may concermw:

Be it known that I, BENJAMIN HARRiSON |

-LOLDFIELD, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at South Broadway, Leavenworth, in

the county of Leavenworth and State of Kan-
sas, haveinvented a new and useful Iinprove- |

~ment in Vehicle-Tongue Supports, of which

the following is a specification.
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My invention relates to wagon-tongue sup-
ports, and has forits objects to produce a de-
vice of this echaracter which will be simple of
construction, efficient in operation, and one
which may be readily adjusted for support-

- 1ng the tongue at various elevations.
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~To these ends the invention comprises the
novel details of construction and combination
of parts more fully hereinafter described.
In the acecompanyingd rawings, Figure lisa
side elevation of the forward portion of a ve-
hicle running-gear having my improved de-

vice applied thereto. - Fig. 2 is a vertical lon-

gitudinal sectional elevation of the same.,
Kig. 8 is a detail perspective view on an en-
larged secale. | | | |

Referring to t._'h_e drdwings, 1 indicates the
front axle; 2, the bolster mounted above the

same; 3, the hounds secured between the axle
and bolster and projecting forwardly of the
same a suitable distance, and 4 the tongue
or pole pivoted at its rear end to the forward

- ends of the hounds by means of a transverse
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rod or bolt 5. These parts may all be of the
usual or any suitable or desired construction
and material, inasmuch as they constitute

no part of my invention. -

In accordance with my invention I bolt or
otherwise secure to the lower face of the

~ tongue a plate 6, provided with vertically
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upwardly extending side flanges 7, which en-

gage the tongue atopposite sides thereof, and

with depending perforated ears 8, between

which is pivoted upon a bolt 9 the forward
end of a leaf-spring 10, which is downwardly

curved or arched from end to end, as shown.
Thisspring, which extends rearwardly paral-
lel with the tongue,bearsatitsrearend loosely
upon the under face of the axlel and has

secured to its lower face adjacent to its lon-

gitudinal center an auxiliary spring or mem-
ber 11, bent at its front end to form an eye
12. The anxiliary spring is provided with a

central longitudinal slot 13, through which a

the arm 19.

boit'l'é eﬁgagés for at_tachilig the member 11
to the main spring to permit of the ready ad-
Justment of the former longitudinally of the
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latter for the purpose which will hereinafter

appear. Theauxiliary spring 11 is provided

at its front end with upwardly-extending fin-
} gers 1o, which engage at opposite sides of

the main spring 10 to prevent lateral displace-
mentof the auxiliaryspring relative thereto.
For applying suitable tension to the spring
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10 to cause the same to properly support the

tongue 1 employ a tension member 16, which
comprises a main body portion 17 and ad-

justable engaging members 18. The body
| portion 17 of the tension member is in the

torm of a U-shaped member having parallel
spaced sides 19, provided at their upper ends
with hooks 20 and connected at their lower
ends by a crown portion 21, which is seated
in the eye 12 of the auxiliaryspring, the sides
of the member between the crowan portion and
hooks being toothed, as at 22. This member
or body portion normally occupies a substan-
tially vertical position and has slidingly
mounted apon each of its sides 19 one of the

adjustable engaging members 18. Each of

these members is provided at its upper end
with a hook 23 and on its inner edge adja-
cent to the arm 19 with teeth 24, which nor-
mally engage the adjacent teeth of the arm,
and thence curves downwardly and forwardly
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and is slotted for the reception of thearm 19

of the body portion, the forward inner face of
the slot being toothed, as at 25, for engage-
ment with the teeth on the adjacent edge of

Justable member 18 are held normally in en-
gagement with the teeth of the arm 19 by
means of a suitable spring 26, preferably in

the form of a leaf-spring, which is secured at
‘1ts upper end .to the inner face of the mem-

ber and extends downward through the slot

T'he respective teeth of the ad-
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therein and bears at its lower end upon the g5

edge of the arm 19. |

In practice the hooks 23 of the respective
engaging members 18 are engaged with the
rod or bolt 5'at opposite sides of the tongue
and serve to draw the crown portion 21 of
the main body of the member npward against
the mainspring 10, thus placing the same un-
der tension and causing it to lift the tongue

[CO .

and yieldably sustain the same, and in this
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connection it is to be noted that the members
18 may be readily adjusted in a vertical plane
to vary the pressure upon the mainspring

10, thus varying the elevation of the tongue.

When it is desired te lower the tongue, the
members 18 are disengaged from the rod 5
and the hooks 20 of the arms 19 are engaged
therewith; or if in practice it is desired to

 support the tongue in a substantially verti-
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cal position the member may be entirely dis-
engaged from the rod 5 and the tongue turned
upward and maintained in such position by

‘engaging the free end of the spring 10 with

the gcround. By adjusting the auxiliary
spring 11 longitudinally of the mainspring a
more direct pull of the tension member 16

upon the spring can be maintained.

From the foregoingit will be seen that I pro-
duce adevice which is simple of construction,
one which may be readily and inexpensively
applied, and one which in practice will effi-
ciently perform its funetions, and in attain-

'ing these ends it is to be understood that I

do not limit or confine myself to the details
herein shown and described, inasmuch as
minor changes may be made therein without
departing from the spirit of my invention.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim is—

1. In a device of the class described, the
combination with a vehicle running-gear, of
a tongue pivotally associated therewith, a
bowed spring attached at one end to the
tongue, and a tension member for the spring,
said member comprising the main body por-
tion provided with teeth and with means for
engaging the spring, and an adjustable mem-
berslidableon the body portionand provided
with teeth for engaging the teeth of the body
portion and with means for engaging the
tongue. |

2. In a device of the class-described, the
combination with a vehicle running-gear, a
tonguepivotally associated therewith,a bowed
spring attached atone end to the tongue and
a tension member for the spring, sald mem-
ber comprising a main body portion provided
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with teeth and with means for engaging the
spring, an adjustable member slidable on the
body portion and provided with teeth foren-
oaging the teeth of the body portion and with
means for engaging the tongue, and a spring
acting upon the said members to maintain
their teeth normally in interengagement.

3. In a device of the class described, the
combination with a vehicle running-gear, of
a tongue pivotally associated therewith, a
bowed spring attached at one end to the
tongue, and a tension member for the spring,
said member comprising a U-shaped body
portion having spaced toothed sides or arms
lying at opposite sides of the tongue and a
crown portion engaged beneath thespring, a
member slidable upon each arm of the body
portion and provided with teeth forengaging
the teeth of the arm and with means for en-
caging the vehicle-tongue, and a spring for
maintaining the teeth of the member in en-
gagement with those of the arm. | |

4. In a device of the class described, the
combination with a vehicle running-gear, of
a tongue pivotally associated therewith, &
bowed spring attached at one end to the
tongue, an auxiliary spring or member ad-
justably attached to the main spring and pro-
vided with an eye, a U-shaped member hav-
ing its crown portion engaged in the eye ot
the auxiliary spring and its arms extended
upward at opposite sides of the tongue and
provided with teeth, an adjustable member
slidably mounted upon each arm of the
U -shaped member and provided with means
for engaging the tongue and with teeth tor
engaging the teeth of the arm, and a spring
acting upon the members to maintain their
teeth normally in interengagement. -

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses. |

BENJAMIN HARRISON OLDFIELD,

Witnesses: -
THOMAS J. BROWN,

ERNEST HUNNIUS.
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