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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOHN MURPHY, a , sub-
ject of the King of Great Britain, remdmg at

Kanangaroa, Fordell, in the_Colony of New

5 Zealand, have invented a new and useful
~Animal-Cover; and I do hereby declare the
following to bea full, clear, and exact descrlp-
‘tion of the same.

This invention has been demgued for the

10 purpose of providing means whereby the
fronts of horse-covers may be fastened upon
the horse in such a manner as to conform to
the shape of the horse’s shoulders and at the

_ same time allow of perfect freedom of move- |
- 15 ment to the neck and shoulders, thus remov-

“ing the liability to choke or chafe inherent
in the ordinary manner of fastening. The
means provided consist of a rod, of metal or
other suitable weighty material, tha,b 18 bent,

20 into approximately V shape. The two mem-
bers of the V are then bent backward near

- their topends and are each formed with an eye
upon its extremity... Upon each side of the
frontof thecovera piece of leather, secured so

25 astoform asleeve, is provided. These sleeves
are of such a sizeastoallow of the members of

the V-shaped fastener passing through them

upward upon each side of the horse s neck,
so that the angle of the V will be beneath the
3o throat and. against the chest -of the horse.
After the fastening device has thus been in-
serfed it is secured 1n its position by means
of a strap that passes over the top front edge
. of the cover and is provided on each of its
- 35 ends with spring-hooks that fasten 0111:0 the
eyes of the device.
In the accompanying drawings, Flgure 11s
a front elevation of the fastening device.
| F1g 2 18 a side elevation of the same. FKig.
40 3 is a side elevation of the front portmn of a
cover, showing the fdstemng device in posi-

tion thereon Fig. 4 1s a front elevation of
the same.

Aisthecover, Whlch 18 prowded with sleeves'

45 or the like.B upon its front ends.

Cis the fastening device,which is corm posed |

of a rod of metal bent round’ into- V shape
with the top ends of the members of the V

“turned parallel to each other, as shown in Fig.

sn 1 of the drawings, and bent backward from
‘the. bottom portion, as shown in Flg 2.

l

‘the sleeve.

cover, through which the strap is passed.

The cover is placed upon the animal in the
ordinary manner, and the fastening device
has its two members passed upward throu,c_rh o
the sleeves B, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4. It 53
is then secured in this position by means of
the strap D, the two ends of which are fas-

| tened to loops ¢, formed in the extremities of

the fasteners C. T'he means of fastening the
strap may be varied at will, that shown in 60
the drawings being by means of spring-hooks
d, passing into the loops ¢. In order to re-
tain the strap D in its proper position, keep-
ers K are placed upon the front edge of the |
65
The sleeves B are provided with slots b,
made at intervals throughout their 1engbhs,

| into any one of which the ends of the fas-

tener C may be passed, so as to go through
By these means the fastener may 7o
be made to adapt itself to different-sized ani-
mals at will. - The strap D may also be ad-
justed in length to attain the same purpose.
The sleeves B instead of being on the out-

side of the cover may be made upon the in- 45
side of the cover or upon any other suitable
position. | |

It will thus be seen that when in position

| upon the animal the fastening device C by

reason of its particular form will conform to 8o
the shape of the shoulders and neck of the
animal and will act as a weight to keep the
front of the cover in position and at the same
time allow of perfect freedom of movement
of the animal’s neck and shoulders. 85

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is— -

1. A fastening device for secuaring the
fronts of animal-covers, such device consist-

| ing of a bar of metal or the like, bent into V ¢

form with its two ends turned para,lllel and
bent backward at an angle to the bottom por-
tion,  and a cover provided with sleeves
through which the respective membersof the
fastener are adapted to be passed, and means g5
for securing the fa,st,ener in such position, as
herein set forth

2. In means for securing the fronts of ani-
mal-covers, in combination, a ecover provided
with sleeves formed upon ea.eh of the front 1:a
oedges thereof, said sleeves being provided
with opening -slits at intervals throughout
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S their lengths, a V-shaped fastening device, | In testimony whereof I have signed this
the two members of which are adapted to pass | specification in the presence of two subserib-
through the sleeves on the cover, and a strap | ing witnesses. |

- passing over the top of the eover and the two | JOHN MURPHY.
- 5 ends of which are removably secured to the| Witnesses: -
extremities of the fastening device, as herein W. ALEXANDER,

specified. | | M. ALLMAN-MARCHANT.
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